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Of that ibrt of Dranudc Poem which is called Tragedy. 

TRAGEDY, as it was andently composed, hath 
been ever held the graveft,m6raleft, and moft pro- 
fitable of all other poems : therefore faid by Ariftotle 
to be of power, by railing pity and fear, or terix>r, to 
purge the mind of thofe and fuch like paffions, that i^, 
to temper and reduce them to juft meafure with a kind 
of delight, ftiir'd up by reading or feeing thofe paffions 
well imitated. Nor is Nature wanting in her own ef- 
fe€ts to make good his aiTertion : for fo in phyfic things 
of melancholic hue and quality are us'd againil melan- 
choly, four againft four, fait to remove fait humors. 
Hence philofophers and other graveft writers, as Cicero, 
Plutarch, and others, frequentl)^ cite out of tragic poets, 
both to adorn and iUuftrate their difcourfe. The Apof- 
tie Paul himfelf thought it not unworthy to infert a 
verfe of Euripides into the text of Holy Scripture, 
I Cor. XV. 33- and Paracus, commenting on the Reve- 
lation, divides the whole book as a tragedy, into adls 
diitineui(h'd each by a chorus of heavenly harpings and 
fong between. Heretofore men in higheft dignity have 
labor'd not a little to be thought able to compofe a tra- 
gedy. Of that honor Dionyfius the elder was no lefs 
ambitious, than before of his attaining to the tyranny. 
Auguftus Csefar alfo had begun his Ajax, but, unable 
to pleaf& his own judgment with what hi had begun, 
left it unfinifhM. Seneca the philofojAcr is by fime 
thought the aadior of thofe tragedies (at leaft.the beft 
of them) that go under that name. Gregory Naziaa- 
zen, a Father of the Church, thought it not unbefeem- 
ing the fan^ty of his perfon to write a tragedy, which 
is mtitled Chrifi fuffering^ This is mentioned to vindi- 
.cate tragedy from the fmall efteem, ox rather infamy, 
which in the account of many it undergoes at this day 
with other common interludes ; hap'mng through the 
poets error of intermixing comic fluff with tragic fad- 
B. 2 nefs 
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ncfs and gravity; or introducing trivial and vulgar 
pcrfons, which by all judicious hath been counted ab- 
furd; and brought in without difcretion, corruptly to 
gratify the people. And though ancient tragedy ufc 
no prologue, yet ufing fometimes, in cafe of felf-de- 
fenfe, or explanation, that which Martial calls an 
epiftle ; in behalf of this tragedy coming forth after 
the ancient manner, much different from what among 
us paffes for befl, thus much before-hand may be 
epiilled; that chorus is here introduced after the Greek 
manner, not ancient only but modern, and ftill in ufe 
among the Italians. ■ In the modeling therefore of this 
poem, with good reafon, the Ancients and Italians 
are rather foDow'd, as of much more authority and 
fame. The meafure of verfe us'd in the chorus is of 
all forts, call'd by the Greeks Moftoftrophic, or rather 
Apolelymenon, without regard had to Strophe, Anti- 
llrophe, or Epod, which were a kind of ftanzas fram'd 
only for the mufic, then us*d with the chorus that fung ; 
not effential to the poem, and therefore not material ; 
or, being divided into ftanzas or paufes, they may be 
caird Allaeoftropha. Divifion into aft and fcene re- 
ferring chiefly to the ftage (to which this work never 
U-3S intended) is here omitted. 

Itfuffices if the whole drama be found not produc'd 
beyond the fifth adl. Of the iHle and uniformity, and 
that comnjonly calPd the plot, whether intricate or ex- 
plicit, which is nothing indeed but iuch oeconomy, or 
difpofition of the fable as may ftand beft with verfimili- 
tude and decorum ; they only will beft judge who are 
not unacquainted with ^Efchylus, Sophocles, and Euri- 
pides, the three tragic poets unequaPd yet by any, and 
the beft rule to all who endevor to write tragedy. I'he 
circumfcripticn of time, wherein the whole drama be,- 
gins and ends, is according to ancient rule, and beft ex- 
ample, within the fpace of twenty-four hours. 

•^^ THE 
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THE ARGUMENT, 

Sam (on made captive, blind, and now in the prifon at 
Gaza, there to labor as in a common workhoufe, on 
a feftival day, in the general ceflation from labor* 
comes forth into the open air, to a place nigh, fome- 
what retir'd, there to fit a while and bemoan his 
condition. Where he happens at length to be vifited 
by certain friends and equals of his tribe, which 
make the Chorus, who feek to comfort him what 
they can ; then by his old father Manoah, who ende- 
vors the like, and withal tells him his laft purpofe to 
procure his liberty by ranfome ; laftly, that this feaft 
was proclam'd by the Philiftines as a day of thankf- 
giving for their deliverance from the hands of Sam- 
Ion, which yet more troubles him. Manoah then 
departs to profecute his endevor with tlie Philifhne 
lords for Samfon's redemption ; who in the mean 
while is vifited by other perfons ; and Uflly by a 
public officer to require his coming to the feaft before 
the lords ajid people, to play or (how his ftrength 
in their prefence ; he at firft refufes, difmiifing the 
public officer with abfolute denial to come ; at length 
perfuaded inwardly that this was from God, he 
yields to go along with him, who came now the fe- 
cond time with great threatnings to fetch him : The 
Chorus yet remaining on the place, Manoah returns 
full of joyful hope, to procure ere long his Ton's de- 
liverance : in the midft of which difcourfe an Hebrew 
comes in halle, confufedly at firft, and afterward 
more diftin^lly relating the cataftrophe, what Sam- 
fon had done to the rhiliftincs, and by accident to 
himfelf ; wherewith the tragedy ends. 
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THE PBRSONS. 



S A M so N. 

M A N o A H> the Father ofSamfoiu 

D A L I L A, his Wife. 

Harapha of Gath. 

Public Officer. 

MelTengcr. 

Chorus^of Danites* 
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SAMSON AG0NISTE3* 

S A M S O It. 

A Little onwdrd l&nd tby guiding hand 
To thefe dark fteps, a little further on ; 
For yonder bank hath choice of fun or fliade : 
There I am wont to fit> when any chance 
Relieves me from my talk of fervile toil. c 

Daily' in the common prifon eUe injoln'd me. 
Where I, a prifoner chain'd« (carce freely draw 
The air imprifon'd alfoj ckfe and damp> 
Unwholefbme draught : but here I feel ame&d$> 
The breath of Heav'n frclh blowing, pure and fweet/, 
With day-fpriog bom ; here leare me to refpre. 
This day a folemn feail the pecpla hold 
To Dagon their fea-idol, and forbid 
Laborious works ; unwiHiogly this rt& 
Their fopcrftition yidds me ; hence with leave If 
Retiring from the popular ncufe, I fcek 
This mi^equented place to find ibme eafe^ 
Eafc to the body ibme'i none to the Aund 
From refUefs thoughts, that, like a deadly fwarift 
Of hornets arm'd, no fooner found alone, 20 

But rufh upon me thronging^^and prefent 
Times paft> what once I was, and what am now. 

B 4 O wherefore 
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8 MILTdN'S POEMS. 

O wherefore was my birth from Heav'n foretold 

Twice by an An§el, who at laft in fight 

Of both my parents all in flames afcended 25 

From oiF the altar, where an offering bum'd» 

As in a fiery column charioting 

His god-like prefenc^, and from fome great a6l 

Or benefit reveal'd to Abraham's race ? 

Why was my breeding order'd and prcfcrib'd 3© 

As of a perfon feparate to God^ 

Defign'd for great exploits ; if I mufl die 

Betray'd, captiv'd, and both my eyes put out, 

Made of my enemies the fcorn and gaze; 

To grind in brazen fetters under tafk 35 

With thisHeav'n-gifted ftrength? O glorious ftrength 

Put to the labor of a beafl, debas'd 

Lower than bond-flave ! Promife was that I 

Should Ifrael from Philiflian yoke deliver; 

A(k for this great deliverer now, and find him 40 

Eyelefs in Gaza at the miU with flaves, 

Himfelf in bonds under Philiftian yoke : 

Yet flay, let me not rafhly call in doubt 

Divine predidion; what if all foretold 

Had been fMfill'd but through mine own default, 4^ 

Whom have I to complain of but myfelf ? 

Who this high gift of flrength committed to me. 

In what part lodg'd, how eafily bereft me. 

Under the feal of filence could not keep. 

But weakly to a woman muft reveal it, 50 

Overcome with importunity and tears. 

O impotence of mind, in body flrong 1 

But 
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SAMSON A60NISTES. 9 

Bat what is ibength without a double (hare 

Of wifdom, vaft, unwieldy, burdenfome. 

Proudly fecure, yet liable to fell 55 

By weakeft fubdeties, not made to rule. 

But to fubferve where wifdom bears command ! 

God, when he gave me flrength, to fhow withal 

How flight the gift was, hung it in my hair. 

But peace, I moA not quarrel with the will 60 

Of higheft ^penfation, which herein 

Haply had ends above my reach to know ; 

Suffices that to me flrength is my bane. 

And proves the fource of all my miferies ; 

So many, and fo huge, that each apart 65 

Would aik a life to wail, but chief of all, 

O lofs of fight, of thee I mofl complain ! 

Blind among enemies, O worfe than chains. 

Dungeon, or beggary, or decrepit age ! 

Light the prime work of God to me' is cxtindl, 70 * 

And all her various objeds of delight 

Annulled, which might in part my grief have eas*d. 

Inferior to the vileft now become 

Of man or worm ; the vilcfl here excel me. 

They creep, yet fee, I dark in light expos 'd 75 

To daily fraud, contempt, abufe, and wrong. 

Within doors, or without, flill as a fool. 

In pow'r of others, never in my own ; 

Scarce half I feem to live, dead more than half, 

O dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of aoon, 80 

Irrecoverably dark, total eclipfe 

Withgut all hope of day ! 

Ofirib 
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O firft-created Beam> aod thou great Word, 

Let there be light, and light was over all ; 

Why am I thus bereav'd thy prime decree ? 85 

The fun to me is dark 

And filent as jthe mo(m# 

When fhe deferts the night 

Hid in her vacant inteHunar cave. 

Since light (o neceflary is to life, 90 

And almoft life itfelf, if it be true 

That light is in the foul. 

She all in every part ; why was the fight 

To fuch a tender ball as th' eye confined. 

So obvious and fo eafy to be quench'd ? 95 

And not, as feeling, through all parts diffus'd> 

That fhe might look at will through every pore ? 

Then had I not been thus exil'd from light* 

As in the land of darknefs yet m light. 

To live a life half dead, a living death, loO 

And bury'd ; but O yet more miferaUe I 

Myfelf, my fepulchre, a moviog graven 

Bury*d, yet not exempt 

By privilege of death and burial 

From word of other evils, pains and wrongs, 105 

But made hereby obnoxious more 

To all the miferies of life. 

Life in captivity 

Among inhuman foes. 

But who are thefe ? for with joint pace I hear 1 10 

The tread of many feet fleering tlus way ; 

Perhaps my enemies who come to ftarc 

' 4 . At 
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SAMSON AGONISTES. it 

At my affliction, and perhaps t' infult. 
Their daily pradice to afflid me more. 

C H o R. This, this is he } foftly a while, 1 1 5 

Let as not break in upon him ; 
O change beyond report, thought, or belief! 
See how he lies at random, carelefly diffused. 
With languifh'd head unpropt. 
As one pafl hope, abandon'd, 120 

And by himfelf given over ; 
In flavifh habit, ill fitted weeds 
O'er-wom and foil'd; 

Or do my eyes mifreprefent ? Can this be he. 
That heroic, that renown'd, 125 

Irrefiitible Samfon ? whom unarm'd 
No fbengthof man,or fierceftwild beafl could withfland; 
Who tore the lion, as the lion tears the kid. 
Ran on imbattel'd armies dad in iron. 
And weaponlefs himfelf, 130 

Made arms ridiculous, ufelefs the forgery 
Of brazen (hield and fpear, the hammer'd cuirafs, 
Chalybean tempered ileel, and frock of mail 
Adamantean proof; 

But fafeft he who flood aloof^ 135 

When infupportably his foot advanced. 
In fcorn of their proud arms and warlike tools, 
Spom'd them to death by troops. The bold Afcalonitc 
Fled from his Hon ramp, old warriors tum'd 
Their plated backs under his heel ; 140 

Or grov'ling foii'd their crefted helmets in the duft. 
Then with what trivial weapon came to hand. 

The 
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12 M I L T O N'S POEMS. 

The jaw of a dead afs, his fword of bone, 

A thoufand fore -(kins fell, the flower of Palelline, 

In Ramath-lechi famous to this day. ^4$ 

Then by main force pull'd up, and on his fhoulders bore 

The gates of Azza, poll, and maiTy bar. 

Up to tlie hill by Hebron, feat of giants old. 

No journey of a fabbath-day, and loaded fo ; 

Like whom the Gentiles feign to bear up Heaven. 150 

Which (hall I firft bewail. 

Thy bondage or loft fight, 

Prifon within prifon 

'Infeparably dark ? 

Thou art become (O worft imprifonment !) 155 

The dungeon of tliyfelf ; thy foul 

(Which men enjoying fight oft without caufe. complain) 

Imprifon'd now indeed. 

In real darknefs of the body dwells. 

Shut up from outward light 160 

T' incorporate with gloomy night; 

For inward light alas 

Puts forth no vifual beam. 

O mirror of our fickle ftate. 

Since man on earth unparallel'd ! 165 

The rarer thy example ftands. 

By how much from the top of wondrous glory, 

fortune thou art fall'n. 
high eftate 170 

irth 
raifes ; 

But 
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But thee whofe ftrength, while virtue was her niate^ 

Might have fubdued the earthy 

Univerfally crown 'd with higheH praifes. 17^ 

Sams. I hear the found of words, their fcnfe the air 
Diffolves unjcnnted ere it reach my ear. 

Cho. He fpeaks, let us draw nigh. Matchlefs in 
The glory late of Ifrael, now the grief; [might, 

Wc come thy friends and neighbours not unknown 180 
From Efhtaol and Zora's fruitful vale. 
To vifit or bewail thee, or if better, 
Counfel or confolation we may bring. 
Salve to thy fores; apt words have pow*r to fwage 
The tumors of a trouWed mind, 185 

And are as balm to fefter'd wounds. 

Sams. Your coming. Friends, revives me, fori 
Now of my own experience, not by talk, [learn 

How counterfeit a coin they are who friends 
Bear in their fuperfcription (of the moft 190 

I would be underftood) ; in profp'rous days 
They fwarm, but in adverfe withdraw tlieir head. 
Not to be found, though fought. Ye fee, O Friends, 
How many evils have inclos'd me round ; 
Yet that which was the worft now leaft afflidb me, 195 
Blindnefs, for had I fight, confus'd with fhame. 
How could I once look up, or heave the head# 
Who like a foolifh pilot have Ihipwrack'd 
My veffel trufted to me from above, 
Glorioufly rigg'd; and for a word, a tear, 200 

Fool, have divuJgfd the fecrct gift of God 
To a deceitful woman ? tell me. Friends, 

Am 
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Am I not fang and proverb'd for a fool 

In every ftreet ? do they not fay, how well 

Are cpme upon him his deferts ? yet why ? zoc 

Imm^afurable ftrength they might behold 

In me, of wifdom nothing more than mean ; 

This with the other fhould, at leaft, have pair'd, 

Thefc two proportion'd ill drove me tranfverfe. 

C H o. Tax not divine difpofal ; wifeft men ziQ 

Have err'd, and by bad women been deed v*d; 
And fhall again, pretend they ne'er fo wife. 

Dejeft not then fo overmuch thyfelf. 

Who haft of forrow thy full load befides ; 

Yet truth to fay, I oft have heard men wonder 2 1 r 

Why thou ihouldft wed Philiftian women rather 

Than of thine own tribe fairer, or as fair. 

At leaft of thy own nation, and as noble. 

Sams. The firft I faw at Timna, and Ihc pleased 

Me, not my parents, that I fought to wed azo 

The daughter of an infidel : they knew not 

That what I modon'd was of God; I knew 

From intimate impulfc, and therefore urg*d 

The marriage on; that by occafion hence 

I might begin Ifrael's deliverance, 225 

The work to which I was divinely call'd. 

She proving falfe, the next I took to wife 

(O that I never had ! fond wilh too late,) 

Was in the vale of Sorec, Dalila, 

That fpecious monfter, my accomplifh'd fnare. 230 

J thought it lawful from my former a^, 

amc end ; ftiU watching to opprefe 



Ifracrs 
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Ifrael's oppre(fi;>rs : of what now I foficr 

She was not the prime caafe, but I myfelf, 

Who vanquiCh'd with a peal of words (O weakneft !) 

Gave up my fort of filence to a wmnan. 

C H o. In ieeking jvft occafion to provoke 
The Philiftme, thy country's cnemy^ 
Thou never waft remifs, I bear thee witnefs ; 
Yet Ifrael flili ferves with dl his fons. 240 

Sams. That fault I take not on me, but transfer 
On Ifrael's governors, and heads of tribes. 
Who feeing thofe great a6b, ^^ch God had done 
Singly by me againft their oonquerors, 
Acfaiowledg'd not, or not at all confider'd 245 

Deliverance ofier'd : I on th' other fide 
Us'd no ambition to oommend my deeds, [doer ; 

The deeds thcmfelves, though mute, fpoke loud the 
Put they perfifted deaf, and would not feem 
To count them things worth notice, til! at length 250 
Thttr lords the Thiliftines with gathcr'd powers 
Enter'd Judea feeking me, who then 
Safe to the rock of Etham was retir'd. 
Not flying, but fore-cafting in what place 
To fet upon them, what advantag'd beft : 255 

Mean while the men of Judah, to prevent 
The harrafs of their land, befet me round ; 
I willingly on fome conditions came 
Into their hands, and they as gladly yield me 
To the uncircumcis'd a welcome prey, 260 

^ound with two cords ; but cords to me were threads 
Tpuch'd witl^ the flame : on their whole hpft I flew 

Unarm'd, 
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Unarmed, and vnih a trivial weapon fell'd 

Their choiqeft youth ; they only liv'd who fled* 

Had Judah that day join'd, or one whole tribcj ^65 

They had by this poffefs'd the towers of Gath, 

And lorded over them whom now they ferve : 

But what more oft in nations grown corrupt^ 

And by their vices brought to fervitude. 

Than to love bondage more than liberty, zjp 

Bondage with eafe than fbenuous liberty ; 

And to defpife, or envy, or fufped 

Whom God hath of his fpecial favor raised 

As their deliverer; if he ought begin. 

How frequent to defert him, and at lall 275 

To heap ingratitude on worthieft deeds ? 

Cho. Thy words to my remembrance bring 
How Succoth and the fort of Penuel 
Their great deliverer contemn'd. 
The matchlefs Gideon in purfuit 28e 

Of Madian and her vanquifli'd kings : 
And how ingrateful Ephraim 
Had dealt with Jephtha, who by argument. 
Not worfe than by his fhield and fpear. 
Defended Ifrael from the Ammonite, 285 

Had not his prowefs quell'd their pride 
In that fore battel when fo many dy'd 
Without reprieve adjudg'd to death. 
For want of well pronouncing Shibboleth. 

Sams. Of fuch examples add me to the roll, 290 
Me eafily indeed mine may ncgle€t. 
But God's proposed tieliverance not fo. 

* Cho. 
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Cho. Jail are the ways of God, 
And jdtifiable to men ; 

(/olefs there be who think not God at all i tg^ 

If any be^ they walk obfcore ; 
For of fuch dodrin never was there fchool> 
fiut the heart of the fool> 
And no man therein do^r but himfelf. 

Yet more there be who doubt his ways not jui, 300 
As to his own edids found contradicting^ 
Then give the reins to wandering thought, 
Regardlefs of his glory's diminution ; 
Till by their own perplexities invdv'd 
Tkey ravel more, ftill lefs refolv'd, 305 

Bat never find felf-fatisiying fdution. 

As if they would confine th* Interminable, 
And tie him to his own prefcript. 
Who made our laws to bind us, not himfeli. 
And hath full right t' exempt j IQ 

Whom fo it pleafes him by choice 
From national oblhidion, without taint 
Of fin, or legal debt ; 
For with his own laws he can be(l diipenie. 

He would not elfe who never wanted meanff^ 315 
Nor in refpedl of th' enemy juH caufe 
To fet his people free. 
Have prompted this heroic Nazarite, 
AgMnft his vow of firidcft pwity. 
To feek in marriage that fallacious btidi^ 310 

Undean, unchafte. 

Down rea&n then^ at ICUUI va^n reaibnings dow^, 
VoL.XU. C Though 
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Though reafon here aver 

That moral verdift quits her of unclean : 

Unchafte was fubfequent, her ftain not his* 325 

But fee here comes thy reverend Sii'e 
With careful ftep, locks white as down> 
Old Manoah : advife 

Forthwith how thou oughtft to receive him. 
' Sams. Ay me, another inward grief awak'd 3 30 
With mention of that name renews th' aflault. 

Man. Brethren and men of Dan, forfuch ye fcem. 
Though in this uncouth place; if old refpe6l. 
As I fuppofe, tdw'ards your once glory'd friend^ 
My fon now captive, hither hath informed 33 J 

Your younger feet, while mine caft back with age 
Came lagging after ; fay if he be here. 

Cho. As fignal now in low dejeded ftate. 
As erft in high'eft, behold him where he lies. 

Man. O miferable change! is this the man, 340 
That invincible Samfon, far renown'd. 
The dread of Ifrael's foes, who with a ftrength 
Equivalent to Angels walk'd their ftreets. 
None offering fight; who fxngle combatant 
'3>tierd their armies rank'd in proud array» 34J 

Himfelf an army, now unequal niatch 
To fave himfelf againft a coward arm'd 
At one fpear's length; O ever-failing truft 
In mortal flrength I and oh what not in man 
Dcceivable and vain ? Nay what thing good 350 

Pray*d for, but often proves our woe, our bane i 
I pray 'd' for children, and thought barrennef* 

Jn 
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In wedlock a reproach ; I gain'd a fbn> 
And fach a fbn as all men hail'd me happy; 
Who would be now a father in my (lead ? 30^ 

wherefore did God grant me my requeft. 
And as a blefling with fuch pomp adom'd ? 
Why are his gifts defirable* to teiilpt 
Oar earneft pray'rs, then, giv'n with iblemn hand 
As graces, draw a fcorpion's tail behind ? 360 

For this did th' Angel tw^ce defcend ? for thi^ 
Ordain'd thy nurture holy, as of a plant 
Seled, and facred, glorious for a whiles 
The miracle of men ; then in an hour 
Infh^'d, aflaulted, overcome, led bound, 36c 

Thy foes derifion, captive, poor and blinds 
Into a dungeon thruft, to work with flaves ? 
Alas methinks whom God hath chofen once 
To worthieft deeds, if he through frailty errj 
He Ihould not fo o'erwhelm, and as a thrall j'fQ 

Subjeft him to fo foul indignities. 
Be it but for honor's fake of former deeds* 

Sams. Appoint not heav'nly difpofidon. Father; 
Nothing of all ihefe evils hath befall'n me 
Bat juftly ; I myfelf have brought them on^ 375 

Sole author I, fole caufe ; if ought feem vile, 
As vile hath been my folly, who' have profan'd 
The myftery o£ God giv'n me under pledge 
Of vow, and have betray 'd it to a woman, 
A Canaanite, my faithlcfs enemy .ji^O 

This well I knew> nor was at all furpris'd. 
But warn'd by oft' experience ; did not Ihc 

C 2 Of 
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Of Timna firft betray me, and reveal 
The fecrct wrcfted from me in her highth 
Of nuptial lore profefs'd, carrying it ftrait 3S5 

To them who had corrnpted her, ray ipies 
And rivals ? In tbb otiier was there found 
More faith, who alfo in her prime of love> 
Spoufal embraces, vitiated with gold. 
Though ofFer'd only, by the fcent conceived 5^ 

Her fporious firft4x)jn> tfeafon againft me ? 
Thrice (he aflay'd widi flattering prayers and fighs^ 
And amorous reproaches, to win from me 
My capital fecret, in what part my fh-ength 
Lay llor'd, in what part fumm'd, that (he might know; 
Thrice I deluded her, and tum'd to fport 
Her importunity, eadi time perceiving 
How openly, and with niiat impudence,. 
She purposed to betray me, and (which was worie 
Hian undiffemUed hate) with wh&t contempt 400 
She fought ta make me traitor to myfelf ; 
Yet the fourth time, when mnftering all her wiles« 
With blandifh'd parlies, femmine afiaults. 
Tongue-batteries, ftie furceas'd not day nor night 
To ftorm me over-watch'd, and wearied out, 405 
At times when men feek moft repofe and reft, 
I yielded, and unlocked her all my hejUt* 
Who with a grain of maidiood well refolvM 
Might eafily have fliook off all her (hares : 
Bat foul effeminacy held me yok'd 410 

Her bond-flave ; O indignity, O blot 
To honor and religion ! fervile mind ^ 

3 Rewarded 
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Rewarded well with fervile ptinifhment ! 

TJie bafe degree to wkich I now am M'n» 

ThcCe rzgs, this grinding is not yet fo bafe 415 

As was my former fervitude, ignoble* 

Unmanly* ignominious* infamous* 

True flavery, and that blindnefs worfe than this. 

That faw not how degenerately I ferv'd. 

f Man. I cannot praife thy marriage choices, SoRf 

Rather approv'd them not ; but thou didft plead 

Divine impuUion prompting how thou might'ft 

Find fome occafion to infeft our foes* 

I fiate not that ; this I am fnre* our foes 

Found ibon occafion thereby to make thee 425 

Their captive* and their triumph; thou the fooner 

Temptation fbond'il* or over-potent charms 

To violate the facred truft of filence 

Depofited within thee; which to have kept 

Tidt* was in thy power: true; and thou bear'ft 430 

Enough* and more* the burden of that fault; 

Bitterly haft thou paid* and fHll art paymg 

That rigid fcore* A worfe thing yet remains. 

This day the Philiftines a popular feaft 

Here celebrate in Gaza ; and prodame 43 j 

Great pomp* and iacrifice* and praifes loud 

To Dagon* as their God who hath delivered 

Thee* Samibn* bound and blind into their hands* 

Them out of thine* who flew'ft them many a (lain. 

80 Dagon (hall be magnify'd; and God* 440 

Beiides whom is no God* compared with idols* 

Difglorify'd, blafphcm'd, and had in fcora 

C 3 By 
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By the idolatrous rout amidft their wine ; 
Which to have come to pafs by means of thee, 
Samfon, of all thy fufFerings think the heavieft, 445 
Of all reproach the moft with Ihame that ever 
Could have befallen thee and thy father's houfe. 

Sams. Father^ I do acknowledge and confefs 
That I this honor, I this pomp have brought 
To Dagon, and advanced his pr^es high 450 

Among the Heathen round ; to God have brought 
Difhonor, obloquy, and op'd the mouths 
Of idolifts, and atheifts ; have brought fcandkl 
To Ifrael, diffidence of God, and doubt 
In feeble hearts, propenfe enough before 45 J 

To waver, or fall off and join with idols ; 
Which is my chief afflidlion, ftiame, and forrow^ 
The anguifh of my foul, that fuiFers not 
Mine eye to harbour fleep, or thoughts to reft 
TWs only hope relieves me, that th? ftrife 460 

With me hath end; all the conteft is now 
*Twixt God and Dagon ; Dagon hath prefum'd. 
Me overthrown, to enter lifts with God, 
His deity comparing and preferring 
Before the God of Abraham. He, be fure, 46^^ 

Will not connive, or linger, thus provok'd. 
But will arife and his great name affert : 
Dagon muft ftoop, and Ihall ere Icng receive 
Such a difcqmfit, as (ball quite defpoil hini 
Of all thefe boafted trophies won on me, 470 

And with confufion blank his worfhipers. [words 

Man. With caufe this hope relieves thee, and thefe 

I as 
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I as a prophecy receive; for God, 

Nothing more certain, will not long defer 

To vindicate the glory of his name 47 j 

Againil all competition, nor will long 

Indore it doubtful whether God be LorcJ, 

Or Dagon, But for thee what fhall be done ? 

Thou muft not in the mean while here forgot 

Lie in this miferable loathfome plight 48a 

Negleded. I already have made way 

To fome Philiflian lords, with whpm to treat 

About thy ranfome : well they may by this 

Have fatisfied their wtmoft of revenge 

By pains an4 flaveries, worfe than death inflifted 48 jf 

On thee, who now no more canfl do them harm. 

Sams. Spar^ that propofal, F^0ier* fp^re the troublft 
Of that folicitation ; let me here. 
As I deferve, pay on my puniihment j 
And expiate, if poflible, my crime, 490 

Shameful garifuUty. To have reveal'd 
Secrets of men, the fecrets of a friend. 
How heinous had the fa^ been, bow deferving 
Contempt, and fcom of all, to be exQlude4 
All friendfhip, and avoided as a blab, 49|^ 

The mark of fool fet on his front ! 
Bat I God's counfel have not; kept, his holy fegret 
PrefumptuQufly have publiih'd, impioufly. 
Weakly at leaft, and Ihamefully : a iin 
T^^at Gentiles in their parables condemn 500 

To their abyfs and horrid pains confined, 

^ A N, ^c penitent and for thy fault cqntxke^ 

C 4 But 
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Put aA not in thy own afRifiion, ^n : 

Repent the fifi; but if the punifhinent 

Xhou canft avoid, feli-preferyation bids ; 505 

Or th' execudon leave to high difpofal. 

And kt another hand, not thinc^^ ex^^ 

^hy penal forfeit from thyfelf ^ perhaps 

God will relent, and quit thee all his debt ; 

Who ever more approves and more accepts 5 IQ 

(Beft pleas'd with humble' and filial fubmiffion) 

Him who impbnng mercy fues for life. 

Than who felf-rigorous chooies death as due ; 

Which argues over-juft, and felf-difpleas-d 

For felf-roiFenfe, more than for God offended. 515 

Rejed not then what oifer'd means ; who knows 

But God hath fet belbre us, to return thee 

Home to thy country and his facred houfe^ 

Where thou mayft bnng thy offerings, to avert 

pis further ire, with prayers and vows renew'd ? 520 

Sams. His pardon I implore ; but as for life^ 
To what end fhpiild I feek it ? When in ffcrength 
All mortals I exoell'd, and great in hopes 
With youth^l courage and magnanimous thoughts 
Pf birth from Heav'n forptold and high exploits, 5^5 
Full of divine inftinft, after fome prooif 
Of ads indeed heroic, far beyond 
The fons of Anak, ^unous now and blaz'd^ 
Fearlefs of danger, like a petty God 
I walk'd about admir'd of all and dreaded 530 

On hojlile ground, none daring my affront. 
Then fwoU'n with pride into Ac (hare I fell 

Of 
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Of fur falladoas looks^ venereal trains^ 

Soften'd with pleafare and voluptuous life; 

At length to lay my head and hallour'd pledge 535 

Of all my ftrength in the lafcivious lap 

Of a deceitful coticabine> who fhore me 

Like a tame wether^ all my precious fleece^ 

Then tum'd mc out ridiculous, defpoilM, 

Shav'n, and difarm'd among mine enemies* t/^Q 

Cho. Pefire of wine and all ddicious drinks. 
Which many a famous warrior overturns. 
Thou ceuldft reprefs, nor did the dancing ruby 
Sparkling, out-pour'd, the flavor, or the fmell. 
Or tafte that chears the heart of Gods and meni 545 
Allure thee from the cod cryftallm ftream. 

Sams. Wherever fountain or frefli current flow'd 
Againft-^ eailem ray, tranflucent, pure 
With touch ethereal of Heav'n's fiery rod, 
1' drank, from the clear milky juice allaying c r© 

Thirft, and refrelhM; nor envy'd them the grape 
Whofe heads that turbulent liquor fills with fumes. 

Cho. O madnefs, to think ufe of ftrongeft wines 
And ftrongeft drinks our chief fupport of health. 
When God with diefe forbidden made choice to rear 
His mighty champion, ftrong above compare, 
Whofe drink was only from the liquid brook ! 

Sams. But what availed this temperance, not com- 
Againft another objeft more enticing ? [plete 

Wat boots it at one gate to make defenfe, 560 

And at another to let in the foe, 
Effeminately vwiquifh'd ? by which means. 

Now 
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Now blind> diiheartenM* fham'd, difhonorM« qntWd^ 

To what can I be ufeful, wherein ferve 

My nation, and the work from Heav'n impos'dj ^6g 

But to fit idle on the houihold hearth* 

A burd'nous drone ; to vifitants a gaze. 

Or pity'd objed, thefe redundant locks 

Robuftious to no purpofe duftering down» 

Vain monument of ftrength ; till length of years 57^ 

And fedentary numnefs craze my limbs 

To a contemptible old-age obicure ? 

Here rather let me drudge and earn my bread. 

Till vermin or the draff of fervile food 

Confume me» ^d oft-invoked death 575 

Haften the welcome end of all my pains* 

Man* Wilt thou then ferve the Philiftin^s with that 
Which was exprefly giv'n thee to annoy them? [gift 
Better at home lie bed-rid, not only idle. 
Inglorious, unemployed, with age outworn^ 580 

But God, who caus'd a fount^ at thy prayer 
From the dry ground to fpring, thy thirft ^' allay 
After the brunt of battel^ can as eafy 
Caufe light again within thy eyes to fpring. 
Wherewith to ferve him better than thou Jiaftj; 585 
And I perfuade me fo ; why elfe this fbengtl^ 
Miraculous yet remaining in thofe locks ? 
His might continues in thee not for nought, 
Nor ihall his wondrous gifts be fruftrate thus* 

Sams. AU otherwife to me my thoughts portend* 
That thefe dark orbs no more (hall treat witl^ Ughtt 
Nor th' other light of life continue long^ 

9m 
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Bat yield to double darknefs nigh at hand: 

So much I feel my genial fpirits droop. 

My hopes all flat, nature within me feems 595 

In all her f ub^oq9 weary of herfelf. 

My race of glory run, and race of fhame. 

And I (hall ftiortJy be with them that reft 

Man* Believe not thefe fuggefHons, which proceed 
From anguiih of the mind and humors blacky 600 
That mingle with thy fancy, I however 
Muft not omit a father's timely care 
To profecute the means of thy deliverance 
By ranfome, or how elfe : mean whila be calm, 
•And hfsaling words from diefe thy friends admit. 605 

Sams. O that torment (hould not be confin'd 
To the body's wounds and fores. 
With maladies innumerable 
In heart, head, breaft and reins ; 
But muft fecret paffage find 6i(| 

To th' inmoft mind. 
There exercife all his fierce accidents^ 
And on her pureft fpirits prey. 
As on entrails^ joints, and limbs, 
\^th anfwerable pains, but more intenfe, 615 

Though void of corporal fenfe. 

My griefs not only pain me 
As a lingring difeafe, 
But finding no redrefs, ferment and rage, 
^jfor lefs than wounds immedicable 620 

P.ankle, and fefter, and gsuigrene, 
Jo black mortification. 

Thoughts 
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Thoughts my tormentors arm*d with deadly flings 

Mangle my apprchcnfivc tendered parts^ 

Exafperate, exulcerate, and raife Czc 

Dire inflammation, which no cooling herb 

Or medicinal liquor can afl\vage» 

Nor breath of vernal air from fhowy Alp. 

Sleep hath forfook and giv'n me o*er 

To death's benumming opium as my only cure : 630 

Thence faintings, fwoonings of defpair. 

And fenfe of Heaven's defertion. 

I was his nurfling once and choice delightj 
I£s deMn'd from the womb. 

Promised by heav'nly meflage twice defcending, 635 
Under his fpecial eye 
Abftemious I grew up and thrived amain ; 
He led me on to mightiefl deeds 
Above the nerve of mortal arm 
Againft th' uncircumcis'd, our enemies : 640 

But now hath caft me off as never known. 
And to thofe cruel enemies. 
Whom I by his appointment had provok'd. 
Left me all helplefs with th* irreparable lofs 
Of fight, refery'd alive to be repeated 645 

The fubjeft of their cruelty or fcorn. 
Nor am I in the lift of them that hope ; 
Hopelefs are all my evils, all remedilefs ; 
This one prayer yet remains, mighi I be heard, 
No long petition, fpeedy death, 650 ' 

The clofe of all my miferies, and the balm. 

Cho, Many are the fayings of the wife 
V ' In 
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In ancient and in modem books inrolPd, 

Extolling patience as the trueft fortitude : 

And to the bearing well of all calamities* 655 

All chances incident to man's frail life, 

Confolatorie» writ 

With Hady'd argument, and much perfuafion fought' 

Lenient of grief and anxious thou^ : 

Bm with th' affli^d in his pangs their found 66& 

Little prevails, or rather feems a tune 

Harfh, and of diiTonant mood fit)m his complaint; 

Unlefs he feel within 

Some iburce of confdaticm from abore» 

Secret refrefliings, that repair his ftrengthjt €65 

And feinting fpirits uphold 

God of our fathers, what is man ! 
That thou tow'ards him with hand fo various,. 
Or might I fay contraiious, 

Temper'ft thy providence through his Ihort courfe, 670 
Not ev*nly, as thou rul'ft 
Th' angelic orders and inferior creatures mute,, 
Irrational and brute. 

Nor do I name of men the common rout* 
lliat wandering loofe about -jCj^ 

Grow up and periih, as the fumtoer flie. 
Heads without name no more remember'd* 
But fuch as thou haft folemnly eleded. 
With gifts and graces eminently adom'd,. 
To fome great work, thy glory, 680 

And people's fafety, which in part they* effeft : 
Yet toward thefc thus dignify'd, thou oft 

Amidft 
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Amidfl their highth of noon 

Changel^ thy count'nance, and thy hand with no regard 
Of higheft favors paft 685 

From thee on them, or them to thee of fervicc. 

Nor only doft degrade them, or remit 
To life obfcur'd, which were a fair difmifiion. 
Bat throw'fl them lower than thou didfl exalt them high^ 
Unfeemly falls in human eye, 690 

Too grievous for the trefpafs or omiffion; 
Oft leav'ft them to the holHle fword 
Of Heathen and profane, their carcafes 
To dogs and fowls a prey, or elfe captiv'd; 
Or to th' unjuil tribunals, under change of dmes, 695 
And condemnation of th' ingrateful multitude. 
If thefe they fcape, perhaps in poverty 
With ficknefs and difeafe thou bow'fl them down» 
Painful dileafes and deform'd* 

In crude old-age ; 700 

Though not difordinate, yet caufelefs fuffsring 
The punifhment of diflblute days : in fine« 
Juft or unjud alike feem miferable. 
For oft alike both come to evil end. 

So deal not with this once thy glorious champioiiii 
The image of thy ftrength, and mighty minifter. 
What do I beg ? how haft thou dealt already ? 
Behold him in this ilate^alamitous, and turn 
His labors, for thou canfS'to peaceful end. 

But who is this, what thing of fea or land ^ 710 
Female of fex it feems. 
That fo bed^ck'd^ ornate^ and gay. 

Comes 
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Comes this way (ailing 
Like a ftatel/ fhip 

Of Tarfus, bound for th' iles yi^ 

Of Javan or Gadirc 
With all her bravery on, and tackle trim^, 
Sails fill'd^ and flreamers waving. 
Courted by all the winds that hold them play. 
An amber (cent of odorous perfume 720 

Her harbinger, a damfel train behind ; 
Some rich Philiftian matron fhe may feem. 
And now at nearer view, no other certain 
Than Dalila thy wife. [near me. 

Sams. My Wife, my Traitrefs, let her not come 
Cho. Vet on fhe moves, now Hands, and eyes thee 
fixM, 
About t* have fpoke, but now, with head dedin'd 
Like a fair flower furcharg'd with dew, fhe weeps. 
And words addrefs'd feem into tears diffolv'd. 
Wetting the borders of her fdken veil : 73O 

But now again fhe makes addrefs to fpeak. 

Dal. With doubtful feet and wavering refdution 
I came, fHll dreading thy difpleafure, Samfoiu 
Which to have merited, without excuie, 
1 cannot but acknowledge ; yet if tears 7^5 

May expiate (though the faft more evil drew 
In the perverfe event than I fbreFaw) 
My penance hath not flackeh'd, though my pardon 
No way affurM. But conjugal afFeftion, 
Prevailing over fear and timorous doub^ 740 

Hath led xne on defirous to behold 

Once 
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Once more thy face, and know of thy e^e, r 

If ought in my ability may fervc 

To lighten what thou fufier'ft, and appeafe 

Thy mind with what amends is in my power, 745 

Though late, yet in ibme part to recompcnfc 

My rafh but more unfortunate mi^ieed. 

S A MS. Out, oat. Hyaena ; thefe are thy wonted arts, 
Ai^d arts of every woman falfe like thee. 
To break all faith, all vows, deoeire, betray, 750 

Then as rqientant to liibmit, befoecfa. 
And reconcilement move with feign'd remorfe, 
Confefs,' and promife wonders in her diange. 
Not truly penitent, but chief to try 
Her httlband, how far nrg'd his patience bears, 755 
His virtue or weaknefs which way to aflail : 
Then with more cautious and inftruAed ikill 
Again tran%reffes, and again fubmits ; 
That wifeft and beft men full oft beguil*d> 
With goodnefs prindpled not to rejed 760 

The penitent, but ever to forgive. 
Are drawn to wear out miferable days> 
Intangled with a pois'nous bofom fnakcy 
If not by quick, deftrudtion foon cut off 
As I by thee, to ages an example. 765 

Dal. Yet hear me, Samfon; not that I endevor 
To leflen or extenuate my oftnfe. 
But that on th* other .fide if it be weigh'd 
By*itfelf, with aggravations not furcharg'd. 
Or elfe with juft allowance counterpois'd, 770 

I may, if pofiible, thy pardon.find 

The 
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The cafier towards mc, or thy hatred hfs, 
FM granting, as I do, it was a weaknefs 
In me, but incident to all our fex, 
Curiofity, inqinfidve, importune yj» 

Of fecrets, then wi^ like infirmity 
To publifh them, both common female faults : 
Was it not weaknefs aifo to make known 
For importunity, that is for nought. 
Wherein conflfted all thy ^ngth and fafety ? y^ 
To what I did thou fhow'dft me firft the way. 
But I to enemies reveal'd, and Ihould not : 
Nor fliould'ft thou have trufted that to woman's fi^ty: 
Ere I to thee, thou to thyfelf waft cruel. 
Let weaknefs then with weaknefs come to parle 78c 
So near related, or the fame of kind. 
Thine forgiye mine ; that men may cenfurc thkie 
The gentler, if feverely thou cxad not 
More ftrength from me, than in thyfelf was found. 
And what if love, which thou interpret'^ hate, 79Q 
The jealoufy of love, powerful of fway 
In hiiman hearts, nor lefs in mine towards thee, 
Caus*d what I did ? I faw thee mutable 
Of fancy, fear'd left one day thou would'ft leave mc 
As her at Timna, fought by all means therefore 795 
How to indear, and hold thee to me firmeft: 
No better way I faw than by importuning 
To learn thy fecrets, get into my power 
The key of ftrength and fafety : thou wilt fay. 
Why then reveal'd ? I was aflur'd by thofs 8co 

Who tempted me, that nothing was dciign'd 

Vol. XXL D Againft 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



34 M IL T O N'S P O EMS. 

Againft thee but fafc cuftody, and hold : 

That made for me ; I knew that liberty 

Would draw tliee forth to perilous enterpriics. 

While I at home fat full of cares and fears, 805 

Wailing thy abfence in my widow'd bed j 

Here I (hould ftill enjoy thee day and night 

Mine and love's prifoner, not the Philiftines> 

Whole to myfelf, unhazarded abroad, 

Fearlefs at home of partners in my love. 810 

Thefe reafons in love's law have paft for good. 

Though fond and reafonlefs to fome perhaps ; 

And love hath oft, well meaning, wrought much woe. 

Yet always pity' or pardon hath obtain'd. 

Be not unlike all others, not auftere 815 

As thou art ftrong, inflexible as fteel. 

If thou in ilrength all mortals doft exceed. 

In uncompaflionate anger do not fo. 

Sams. How cunningly the forcerefs difplays 
Her own tranfgreflions, to upbraid me mine ! 8zm 

That malice not repentance brought thee hither. 
By this appears : I gave, thou fay'ft, th' example, 
I led the way ; bitter reproach, but true ; 
I to myfelf was falfe ere thou to me; 
Such pardon therefore as I give my folly, 825 

Take to thy wicked deed ; which when thou feeft 
Impartial, felf-fevere, inexorable. 
Thou wilt renounce thy feeking, and much rather 
Confefs it feign 'd : weaknefs is thy excufe. 
And I believe it, weaknefs to refift S30 

Philiftian gold: if weaknefs may excufe, 

Wh*t 
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What murderer, what traitor, parricide, 

Inceftuous, facrilegious, but may plead it ? 

AH wickednefs is weaknefs : that plea therefore 

With God or Man will gam thee no remiffion. 835 

But love conflrain'd thee ; call it furious rage 

To fatisfy thy liift: love feeks to* have love; 

My love how could'il thou hope, who took'H the war 

To r^fe in me inexpiable hate. 

Knowing, as needs I muft, by thee betray'd ? 840 

In vain thou ftriv'il to cover ihame with fhame. 

Or by evafions thy crime uncover'ft more. 

Dal. Sincie. thou determin'ft weaknefs for no plea 
In man or woman, though to thy own condemning. 
Hear what afTaults I had, what (hares beiides, 845 
What fieges girt me round, ere I confented ; 
Which might have aw'd the beft-refolv'd of men. 
The conflantefl, to' have yielded without blame. 
It was not gold, as to my charge thou lay'ft. 
That wrought with me ; thou know'ft the magiftrates 
And princes of my country came in perfon, 85 i 

Solicited, commanded, threatened, urg'd, 
Adjur'd by all the bonds of civil duty 
And of religion, prefs'd how juft it was. 
How honorable, hew glorious to intrap 855 

A common enemy, who had deftroy'd 
Such numbers of our nation: and tlie prieft 
Was not behind, but ever at my ear. 
Preaching how meritorious with the Gods 
it would be to infnare an irreligious 860 

Dlfhonorer of Dagon: what had I 
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T' oppofe againfl fuch pow'rful arguments I 
Only my love of thee held long debate. 
And combated in filence all thefe reafons 
With hard conteft : at length that grounded maxim • 
So rife and celebrated in the mouths 866 

Of wifeft men, that to the public good 
Private refpe£ts muft yield, with grave authority ' 
Took full pofleflion of me and prevail'd ; 
Virtue, as I thought, truth, duty fo injoming. 870 
Sams. I thought where all thy circling wiles would 
In feign'd religion, fmooth hypocrify. [end; 

But had thy love, fHll odioufly pretended. 
Been, as it ought, fincere, it would have taught thee 
Fal" other reafonings, brought forth other deeds. ^75 
I before all the daughters of my tribe 
And of my nation chofe thee from among 
My enemies, lov'd thee, as too well thou knew'ft. 
Too well, unbofom'd aH my fecrets to thee. 
Not out of levity, but over-power'd 880 

By thy requeft, who could deny thee nothings 
Yet now am judgM an enemy. Why then 
Didft thou at firft receive me for tlfy hulband. 
Then, as fuice then, thy country's fe^'profefs'd ? 
Being once a wife, for me thou waft to leave BS^ 

Parents and country ; nor was I their fubjeft. 
Nor under their proteftion but my own. 
Thou mine, not theirs : if ought againft my life 
Thy country fought of thee, it fought unjufUy, 
Againft the law of nature, law of nations, gpo 

No more thy country, but an impious crew 

4 Of 
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Of men confpiring to uphold their ftate 

By worfe than hofHle deeds, violating the ends 

For which our country is a name fo dear; 

Not therefore to be' obey'd. But zeal mov'd thee; 89 j 

To pleafe thy Gods thou didft it ; Gods unable 

T* acquit themfelves and profecute their foes 

But by ungodly deeds, the contradidion 

Of their own deity, Gods cannot be ; 

Lefs therefore to be pleas'd, obey'd, or fearM. 900 

Thefe falfe pretexts and varnifh'd colors failing. 

Bare in thy guilt how foul muft thou appear ? 

Dal. In argument with men a woman ever 
Goes by the worfe, whatever be her caufe. 

Sams. For want of words no doubt, or lack of breath ; 
Wimefs when I was worried with thy peals. 906 

Dal. I was a fod, too rafh, and quite miflaken 
In what I thought would have fucceeded befL 
Let me obtain forgivenefs of thee, Samfon, 
Afford me place to mow what recompenfc 910 

Tow'ards thee I intend for what I have mifdone, 
Mifguided ; only what remains pad cure 
Bear not too fenfibly, nor ftill infill 
T' afEia thyfelf in vain: though fight be loft. 
Life yet hath many folaces, enjoy 'd ^iz 

Where othor fenfes want not their delights 
At home in leifure and domeftic eafe. 
Exempt from many a care and chance to which 
Eye-fight expofes daily men abroad. 
I to the Lords will intercede^ not doubting 920 

Their favorable eari that I may fetch thet 

D 3 Frcm 
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From forth this loathfome prifon-houfe, to abide 
With me, where my redoubled love and care 
With nurfmg diligence, to me glad office. 
May ever tend about thee to old age 925 

With all things grateful chear'd, and fo fupply'd. 
That what by me thou* haft loft thou leaft ihalt mifs. 

Sams. No, no, of my condition take no care; 
It fits not ; thou and I long fince are twain ; 
Nor think me fo unwary or accurs'd, 930 

To bring my feet again into the fnare 
Where once I have been caught ; I know thy tr:uns 
Though dearly to my coft, thy gins, and toils ; 
Thy fair inchanted cup, and warbling charms 
No more on me have power, their force is nuU'd, 935 
So much of adder's wifdom I have leam'd 
To fence my ear againft thy forceries. 
If in my flower of youth and ftrength, when all men 
Lov'd, honor'd, fear'd me, thou alone could'ft hate me 
Thy hufband, flight me, fell me, and forego me; 940 
How wouldft thou ufe me now, blind, and thereby 
Beceivable, in moft things as a child 
Helplefs, thence eafily contemn 'd, and fcorn'd. 
And laft negleded ? How wouldft thou infult. 
When I muft live uxorious ta thy will 945 

In perfed thraldom, how again betray me. 
Bearing my words and doings to the lords 
To glofs upon, and cenfuring, frown or fmile ? 
This jail I count the houfe of liberty 
To thine, whofe doors my feet fliall never enter. 950 

Dal. Let me approach at leaft, and touch thy hand. 

Sams. 
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S A M s. Not for thy life, left fierce remembrance wake 
My fudden rage to tear thee joint by joint. 
At diftance I forgive thee, go with that ; 
fiew^ thy faUhood, and the pious works 955 

It hath brought forth to make thee memorable 
Among illuftrious women, faithful wives : 
Cherifh thy haften'd widowhood with the gold 
Of matrimonial treafon : (o farewel. 

Dal. I fee thou art implacable, more deaf 960 
To prayers, than winds and feas, yet winds to feas 
Are recondl'd at length, and fea to fhorc : 
Thy anger, unappeafable, ftill rages. 
Eternal tempeft never to be calm*d. 
Why do I humble thus myfelf, and fuing 965 

For peace, reap nothing but repulfe and hate ? 
Bid go with evil omen and the brand 
Of infamy upon my name denounc'd? 
To mix with thy concernments I defift 
Henceforth, nor too much difapprove my own. 970 
Fame if not double-fac'd is double-mouth'd. 
And with contrary blaft proclames moft deeds : 
On both his wings, one black, the other white. 
Bears greateft names in his wild aery flight. 
My name perhaps among the circumcis'd 975 

In Dan, in Judah, and the bordering tribes. 
To all poflerity may ftand defam'd. 
With maledidion mention 'd, and the blot 
Of falfhood moft unconjugal traduc'd. 
But in my country where I moft defire, 980 

In Ecron, Gaza, Afdod, and in Gath, 
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I fhall be nam'd among the famoufeft 

Of women, fung at foleron feftivals. 

Living and dead recorded, who, to fave 

Her country from a fierce deftroyer, chofe 985 

Above the faith of wedlock-bands, my tomb 

With odors vifited and annual flowers ; 

Not lefs renown'd than in mount Ephraim 

Jael, who with inhofpitable guile 

Smote Sifera fleeping through the temples nail'd. 990 

Nor Ihall I count it hainous to enjoy 

The public marks of honor and reward, 

Conferr'd upon me, for the piety 

Which to my country I was judg'd to' have fhown* 

At this whoever envies or repines, 99J 

I leave him to his lot, and like my own, 

Cho, She's gone, a manifeft ferpent by her fHng 
Difcover'd in the end, till now conceal'd. 

Sams. So let her go, God fent her to debafe me. 
And aggravate my folly, who committed 1000 

To fuch a viper his moft facred truft 
Of fecrefy, my fafcty, and my life. 

Cho, Yet beauty, though injurious, hath ftrangc 
After oiFenfe returning, to regain [power. 

Love once poiTefs'd, nor can be eafily 1005 

Repuls'd, without much inward paflion felt 
And fecret (Hng of amorous remorfe. 

Sams. Love-quarrels oft in pleafing concord end. 
Not wedlock- treachery indangering life. 

Cho. It is not virtue, wifdom, valor, wit, 10 10 
Strength, comelinefs of ihape, or amplefl merit 

That 
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That woman's love can win or long inherk; 

But what it is, hard is to fay. 

Harder to hit, 

(Which way focver men refer it) lOl| 

Much like thy riddle, Samfcm, in one day 

Or feven, though one fhould mufing fit. 

If any of thefe or aR, the Timnian bride 
Had not {b foon preferred 

Thy paranymph, wordilefs to thee compared, loto 
SuccefTor in thy bed. 
Nor both fo kiofly difaWy'd 
Their nuptials, nor this hft fo trcachcroufty 
Had fhom the fatal harveft of thy head. 
h it for that fuch outward ornament I025 

Was lavifh'd on their fex, that inward gifts 
Were left for hafte unfinifh'd, judgment fcant. 
Capacity not rais'd to apprehend 
Or value what is bell 

In choice, but ofteft to affeft the wrong > 1030 

Or was too much of felf-love mix'd. 
Of conftancy no root infix'd. 
That either they love nothing, or not long ? 

Whate'er it be, to wifeft men and beft 
Seeming at firft all hear'nly under virgin veil, 1035 
Soft, mode ft, meek, demure. 
Once join'd, the contrary (he proves, a thorn 
Inteflin, far within defenfive arms 
A cleaving mifchief, in his way to tirtue 
Adverfe and twrbulent, or by her charms 1040 

Draws him awry inflav'd 

With 
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With dotage, and his fenfe depl-av*d 
To foUy' and fhameful deeds which ruin ends. 
What pilot fo expert but needs mull wreck 
Imbark'd with fuch a fleers-mate at the helm ? 1045 

Favor 'd of Heav'n who finds 
One virtuous rarely found. 
That in domellic good combines : 
Happy that houfe ! his way to peace is fmooth : 
But virtue, which "breaks through all oppoiition, 1050 
And all temptation can remove, 
Moll Ihines and moll is acceptable above. 
X . T-herefore God's univerfal law 
Gave to the man defpotic power 
Over his female in due awe, '055 

Nor from that right to part an hour. 
Smile Ihe or lour : 
So Ihall he leall confufion draw 
On his whole life, not fway'd 

By female ufurpation, or difmay 'd. 1 060 

But had we bell retire, I fee a llorm ? 

Sams. Fair days have oft contradled wind and rain. 

Cho. But this another kind of tempell brings. 

Sams. Be lefs abftrufc, my riddling days are pafl. 

Cho. Look now for no inchanung voice, nor fear 
The bait of honied words; a rougher tongue 1066 
Draws hitherward, I know him by his llride. 
The giant Harapha of Gath, his look 
Haughty as is his pile high-built and proud. 
Comes he in peace ? what wind hath blown him hither 
I lefs conjedlure than when firll I faw 1071 

The 
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The fumptuous Dalila floting this way : 
His habit carries peace, his brow defiance. 

Sams. Or peace or not, alike to me he comes, 

C H o. His fraught we foon (hall know, he now arrives. 

Har. I come not, Samfon, to condole thy chance. 
As thefe perhaps, yet wi(h it had not been. 
Though for no friendly intent. I am of Gath, 
Men call me Harapha, of Hock renown'd 
As Og or Anak and the Emims old loSo 

That Kiriathaim held, thou know'U me now 
If thou at all art known. Much I have heard 
Of thy prodigious might and feats performed 
Incredible to me, in this difpleas'd. 
That I was never prefent on the place loSc 

Of thofe encounters, where we might have try'd 
Each other's force in camp or Med field; 
And now am come to fee of whom fuch noife 
Hath walk'd about, and each limb to furvey. 
If thy appearance anfwer loud report. 109^ 

Sams. The way to know were not to fee but tafte. 

Har. Doft thou already fmgle me ? I thought 
Gyves and the mill had tam'd thee. O that fortune 
Had brought me to the field, where thou art fam'd 
To' have wrought fuch wonders mth an afs's jaw; 1095 
I fhould have forc'd thee foon with other arms. 
Or left thy carcafs where the afs lay thrown : 
So had the glory' of prowefs been rccover'd 
To Pale {line, won by a Philiftine, 
From the unforeikin'd race, of whom thou bear 'ft i ico 
The higheft name for valiant a6ls ; that honor 

Certain 
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Cert£n to' have won by mortal duel from thee, 

1 lofe, prevented by thy eyes put out. [do 

Sams. Boafl not of what thou wouldft have done« but 
What then thou would^ thou feeft it in thy hand. 

Har. To combat with a bHnd man I difdain^ 
And thou haft need much waihing to be touch 'd. 

Sams. Such uiage as your honorable lords 
Afford me' afiaffinated and betray 'd. 
Who durft not with their whole united powers 1 1 lo 
In fight withfland me fingle and unarm'd» 
Nor in the houfe with chamber iambufhes 
Clofe-banded durfl attack me, no not keeping 
Till they had hir'd a woman widi their gold 
Breaking her marriage faith to circumvent me. 1 1 15 
Therefore without feign'd ftiifts let be aifign'd 
Some narrow place indos'd, where fight may give thee. 
Or rather flight, no great advantage on me ; 
Then put on all thy gorgeous arms, thy helmet 
And brigandine of brafs, thy broad habergeon, 1 1 20 
Vant-brafs and greves, and gauntlet, add thy fpear, 
A weaver's beam, and feven-times-folded fliield, 
I only with an oaken ftaff will meet thee. 
And raife fuch outcries on thy clatter 'd iron. 
Which long (hall not withhold me from thy head, 1 1 25 
That in a little time while breath remains thee. 
Thou oft (halt wifli thyfelf at Gath to boaft 
Again in fafety what thou wouldfl have done 
To Samfon, but fhalt never fee Gath more. 

Har. Thou durft not thus difparage glorious anns. 
Which greateft heroes have in battle worn. 

Their 
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Their ornament and fafcty, had not fpcUs 
And black inchantments, fomc magician's art, 
Ann'd thee or charm'd thee ftrong, which thou from 

Heaven 
Feign*dft at thy birth was giv'n thee in thy hair, 1135 
Where feength can Icall abide, though all thy hairs 
Were bridles rang'd like thofe that ridge the back 
Of chaf 'd wild boars, or ruffled porcupines. 

Sams. I know no fpells, ufe no forbidden arts ; 
My trull is in the living God, who gave me 1 14» 
At my nativity this ftrength, difFiis'd 
No lefs through all my finews, joints, and bones. 
Than thine, while I preferv'd thcfe locks unfhorn. 
The pledge of my imviolated vow. 
For proof hereof, if Dagon be thy God, 1 145 

Go to his temple, invocate his aid 
With folemneft devodon, fprcad before him 
How highly it concerns his glory now 
To frullrate and diflblve thefe magic fpells. 
Which I to be the power of Krael's God 1150 

Avow, and challenge Dagon to the teft. 
Offering to combat thee his champion bold. 
With th' utmoft of his Godhead feconded : 
Then thou ihalt fee, or rather to thy forrow . 

Soon feel, whofe God is ftrongeft, thine or mine. 1 155 

Har. Prefume not on thy God, whatever he b^ 
Thee he regards not, owns not, hath cut off 
Quite from his people, and delivered up 
Into thy enemies' hand, permittee^ them 
To put out both thine c?yes, and fetter'd fend thee 

Into 
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Into the common prifon, there to grind i i5l 

Among the flaves and affes thy comrades. 
As good for nothing elfe, no better fervice 
With thofe thy boillerous locks, no worthy match 
For valor to alTail, nor by the fword 1 165 

Of noble warrior, fo to ftain his honor. 
But by the barber's razor bell fubdued. 

Sams. All thefe indignities, for fuch they are 
From thine, thefe evils I deferve and more. 
Acknowledge them fromi God inflifted on me 1 1 70 
Juftly, yet defpair not of his final pardon 
Whofe ear is ever open, and his eye 
Gracious to re-admit the fuppliant : 
In confidence whereof I once again 
Defy thee to the trial of mortal fight, 1 1 75 

By combat to decide whofe God is God, 
Thine, or whom I with Ifrael's fons adore. 

Ha R. Fair honor that thou doft thy God, in trufting 
He will accept thee to defend his caufe, 
A Murderer, a Revolter,'and a Robber. 1180 

Sams. Tongue-doughty Giant, how doll thou prove 
me thefe ? 

Har. Is not thy nation fubjeft to our lords ? 
Thdir magiftrates confefs'd it, when they took thee 
As a league -breaker, and delivered bound 
Into our hands ; for hadft thou not committed 1 1 85 
Notorious murder on thofe thirty men 
At Afcalon, who never did thee harm, 
^'^»n like a robber ilripp'dft them of their robes ? 
PhiliJftines, when thou hadfl broke the league. 

Went 
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Went up with armed powers thee only feeking, iigo 
To others did no violence nor fpoil. 

Sams. Among the daughters of the PhiliiHnei 
J chofe a wife, which argued me no foe ; 
And in your city held my nuptial feaft : 
Bat your ill-meaning politician lords, 1 19^ 

Under pretence of bridal friends and gueils. 
Appointed to await me thirty ipies. 
Who threatning cruel death conftrain'd the bride 
To wring from me and tell to them my fecret. 
That folv'd the riddle which I had propos'd. 1 200 
When I perceiv'd all fet on enmity. 
As on my enemies, wherever chanc'd, 
I Qs'd hoftility, and took their fpoil 
To pay my underminers in their coin. 
My nation was fubjeded to your lords. 1205 

It was the force of conqueft ; force with force 
Is well ejedled when the conquered can. 
Bat I a private perfon, whom my country 
As a league-breaker gave up bound, prefum'd 
Single rebellion, and did hoftile adls. 1210 

I was no private but a perfon rais'd 
With ftrength fufiicient and command from Heaven 
To free my country ; if their fervile minds 
Me their deliverer fent would not receive. 
But to their mailers gave me up for nought, 1 2 1 5 
Th' unworthier they ; whence to this day they ferve. 
I was to do my part from Heav'n affign'd. 
And had performed it, if my known offcnfe 
Ha4 not difablcd me, not all your force : 

Thcfc 
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Thefe fhifts refuted, anfwer thy appdlant i«20 

Though by his blindnefe maim'd for high attempts^ 
Who now defies thee thrice to fingle igtit. 
As a petty enteqjrife of fmall enforce. 

Ha r. With thep, a man condemned, a flavc inroll*d. 
Due by the law to capital ponifhrnent i 1225 

To fight with thee no man of arms will deign. 

Sams. Cam'ftthoufordus,vainboaftcr,tofurvcyme, 
To defcant on my ftrength, and give thy verdift ? 
Come nearer, part not hence fo flight inform'd ; 
But take good heed my hand furvey not thee. 1230 

Har. O Baal-zebub ! can my cars unus'd 
Hear thefe difhonors, and not render death ? 

S A M s. No man withholds thee, nothing from thy hand 
Fear I incurable; bring up thy van. 
My heels are fetter'd, but my fift is free. 1235 

Ha r. This infblence other kind of anfwer fits. 

Sams. Go, baflied coward, leH I run upon thee» 
Though in thefe chains, bulk without fpirit vaft^ 
And with one buffet lay thy fbni6lure low. 
Or fwing thee in the air, then dafh thee down 1 240 
To th' hazard of thy brains and fliatter'd fides. 

Har. By Aftarcth ere long thou fhalt lament 
Thefe braveries in irons loaden on thee. 

Cho. His giantfhip is gone ibmewhat crcfl-faU'n, 
Staking with lefs unconfcionable fhidei, 1245 

And lower lopks, but in a fultry chafe. 

Sams. I dread him not, nor all his gi«nt4>rooi 
Though fame divulge him fathej^ of five fons. 
All of gigantic fize, Goliah chief. 

C»o. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



$AM6 0|^ AG0NI8TES. j^^ 

Cho. He will direWy to the lords, I fe^r, 1250 
And with malicious counfel flir them up 
Some way or other yet fwrthpr to afflid thee. 

Sams. He muft allege fome caufe, ar^d oiFer'd %ht 
Will not dare mention, left a queftion rife 
Whether he d»rft accept thp* offer or not, 1255 

And that he durft not plain enough appe^'d. 
Much more affliftion th^n already felt 
They camiot well impofe, nor I fuftain; 
If they intend advantage of ijiy labors. 
The work of many hands, which earns iny keeping 
With no fmall profit daily to my owners. 
But come what will, my deadlieft foe will prove 
My fpeedieft friend, by death to rid me hence. 
The worft that he can give, to ipe the beft. 
Yet fo it may fall out> becauft their end 12^5 

Is hate, not help to me, it may with mine 
Draw their own ruin who attempt the deed. 

Cho. Oh how coi^iely it is, and hpw r^vivipg 
To the fpirits of juft men long opprefs'd ! 
When God into the hands of their deliverer 1^70 
Puts invincible might 

To quell the mighty of the earth, th' oppreflbr, 
The brute and boifterous force pf violent pien 
Hardy and induflrious to fuppojrt 
Tyrannic power, but raging to purfue 1275 

The righteous and all fuch as honor trut|ij 
He all their ammunition 
And feats of war defeats 

Vol, XII. E With 
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With plain heroic magnitude of mind 

And celeflial vigor arm'd, 1280 

Their armories and magazines contemns. 

Renders them ufelefs, while 

With winged expedition 

Swift as the lightning glance he executes 

His errand on the wicked, who, furpris'd, 1285 

Lofe their defence diftraded and amaz'd. 

But patience is more oft the cxercife 
Of faints, the trial of their fortitude. 
Making them each his own deliverer. 
And viftor over all 1 290 

That tyranny or fortune can inflift. 
Either of thefe is in thy lot, 
Samfon, with might indued 
Above the fons of men: but fight bereav'd 
May chance to number thee with thofe 1 295 

Whom patience finally muft crown. 

This idol's day hath been to thee no day of reft, 
Laboriiig thy mind 

More than the working-day thy hands. 
And yet perhaps more trouble is behind, 1300 

For I defcry this way 
Some other tending, in his hand 
A fcepter or quaint ftalF he bears. 
Comes on amain, fp eed in his look. 
By his habit I difcern him now 1305 

A public Officer, and now at hand. 
Jffis melTage will be (hort and voluWe. 

0FF4 
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Off. Hebrews, the pris'ner Samfon here I feek. 
Cho. His manacles remark him, there he fits. 
Off. Samfon, to thee our lords thus bid me fay; 
This day to Dagon is a folemn feaft. 
With facrifices, triumph, pomp, and games ; 
Thy ftrength they know furpafling human rate. 
And now fome public proof thereof require 
To honor this great feaft, and great afTembly; 13 1 J 
Rife therefore with all ipeed and come along. 
Where I will fee thee hearten'd and frelh clad 
To* appear as fits before th' illuftrious lords. 
Sams. Thou know'ft I am an Hebrew, therefore tell 
them 
Our Law forbids at their religious rites 1320 

My prefence; for that caufe I cannot come. 
Off. This anfwer, be afllir'd, will not content them. 
Sams. Have they not fword-players, and every fort 
Of gymnic artifts, wreftlers, riders, runners, 
Jugfers and dancers, antics, mummers, mimics, 1325 
But they muft pick me out with ihackles tir'd. 
And over-labor'd at their public mill. 
To make them fpprt with blind activity ? 
Do they not feek occafion of new quarrels 
On my refufal to diftrefs me more, 1330 

Or make a game of my calamities? 
J^eturn the way thou cam'ft, I will not come. 
Off. Regard thyfelfj this will offend them highly. 
Sams. Myfelf ? my confcience and internal peace. 
Can tliey think me fo broken, fo debas'd 1335 

With corporal fervitude, that my mind ever 

E 2 Will 
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WiQ condefcend to Aich abTard commands ? 

Although their drudge, to be their fool or jcfter. 

And in my midft of (brro^v and heart-'grief 

To (how them feats, and play before their God, 1 34d^ 

The worft of all indignities, yet on me 

Join'd with extreme contempt ? I will not come. 

Off. My meflage was imposed on me with fpeed. 
Brooks no delay : is this thy refc^ution i 

S A M s. So take it with what fpeed thy ntefTage needs. 
Off. I am ibrry what this (loutnefs will produce. 
Sams. Perhaps thou fludt have caufe to forrow' mdeed. 
Cho. Confider, Samfon; matters now are flrain'd 
Up to the highth, whether to hold or bre^; 
He 's gone, and who knows how he may report 1350 
Thy words by adding fuel to die flame ? 
Exped another meflage more imperious. 
More lordly thundering than thou well wilt bear. 

Sams. Shall I abufe this confecrated gift 
Of ftrength, again returning with my ludr 1355 

After my great tranfgreffion, fo requite 
Favor renew'd, and add a greater fin 
By prolHtuting holy things to idols ; 
A Nazarite 4n place abominable 
Vaunting my ftrength in honor to their Dagon ? 1 360 
Befides how vile, contemptible, ridicubus. 
What ad more execrably unclean, profane ? 

Cho. Yetwiththis ftrength thou ferv*ft the Philiftincs, 
Idolatrous, uncircumds'd, unclean. 

Sams. Not in their idolrworfhip, but by labor 1365 
Honeft and lawful to deferve my food 

Of 
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Of thofe who have me in their civil power. [not. 

Cho. Where the heart joins not« outward a£U defile 

Sams. Where outward force conftrains, the fen- 
tence holds. 
But who conHrains me to the temple' of Dagon, 1570 
Not dragging ? the Phililtian lords commaiuL 
CcHnmands are no conflraints. If I obey thern^ 
I do it freely^ vent'ring to difpleafe 
God for the fear of Man, and Man prefer^ 
Set God bdttftd: wluch in his jealoufy 1375 

Shall never, unrepented, find forgivenefs. 
Yet that he may difpenfe with me or th^ 
Prefent in temples at idolatrous rites 
For feme important caufe, thou need'fl not doubt 

Cho. How thou wilt here come off furmounts my 
reach. 1380 

Sams. Be of good courage, I begin to feel 
Some roudng motions in me, which difpoie 
Tq fomething extraordinary my thoughts. 
I with this me0ehger will go along, 
^Nothing to do, be fure, that may diihonor 13^; 

Our Law, or ftain my vow of Nazarite. 
If there be ought of prefage in the mind* 
This day will be remarkable in my life 
By fome ^reat a6l, or of my days the laft, 
Cho, In time thou haft refoiv'd, the man returns. 
Off. Samfon, this fecond meiTage from our lords 
To thee I am bid fay. Art thou our flave. 
Our captive, at the public mill our dririge. 
And dar'ft thou at our fending and command 

E 3 Difputo 
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Difpute thy coming ? come without delay; 1395 

Or we Ihall find fuch engins to afTail 
And hamper thee, as thou (halt come of force. 
Though thou wert firmlier fallen 'd than a rock. 

Sams. I could be well content to try their art. 
Which to no few of them would prove pernicious. 1400 
Yet, knowing their advantages too many, 
Becaufe they (hall not trail me through their ftreets 
Like a wild bead, I am content to go. 
Mailers* commands come with a power refifllcfs 
To fuch as owe them abfolute fubjedlion ; 1405 

And for a life who will not change his purpofc ? 
(So mutable are all the ways of men !) 
Yet this be fure, in nothing to comply 
Scandalous or forbidden in our Law- 

Off, I praife thy refolution : dofFthefe links: 1410 
By this compliance thou wilt win the lords 
To favor, and perhaps to fet thee free. 

Sams. Brethren, farewell; your company along 
I will not wi(h, left it perhaps offend them 
To fee me girt with friends ; and how the fight ^41 5 
Of me as of a common enemy. 
So dreaded once, may now exafperate them, 
I know not : lords are lordlieft in their wine ; 
And the well-feafted prieft then fooneft fir'd 
With zeal, if ought retigion feem concerned; 1420 
No lefs the people on their holy-days 
Impetuous, infolent, unquenchable : 
Happen what may, of me expcft to hear 
Nothing diihonorable, impure, unworthy 

Our 
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-Our God, our Law, my Nation, or myfelf, 1425 

The laft of mc or no I cannot warranto 

Cho. Go, and the holy One 
Of Ifrael be thy guide 

To what may ferve his glory beft, and fpread his name 
Great among the Heathen romid; 1 430 

Send thee the Angel of thy birth, to ftand 
Fall by thy fide, who from thy father's field 
Rode up in flames after his meflage told 
Of thy conception, and be now a Ihield 
Of fire; that Spirit that firft rufh'd on thee 1435 

In the camp of Dan 
Be efficacious in thee now at need : 
For never was from Heav'n imparted 
Meafure of flrcngth fo great to mortal feed. 
As in thy wondrous anions hath been feen ! 1440 

But wherefore comes old Manoah in fuch hafle 
With youthful fteps ? much livelier than ere-while 
He ieems : fuppofing here to find his fon. 
Or of lum bringing to us fome glad news ? [hither 

Man. Peace with you. Brethren; my inducement 
Was not at prefent here to find my fon. 
By order of the lords pew parted hence 
To come and play before them at their feaft. 
I heard all as I came, the pity rings. 
And numbers thither flock, I had no will, 1450 

Left I ftiould fee him forc'd to thipgs unfeemly. 
But that which mov'd my coming now was chiefly 
To give you part with me what hope I have 
With good fuccefs to work his liberty. 

E 4 Cho. 
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Cho. That hdpe wduld thikh rejoice us to partake 
With thee ; fay, reverend Sire, we thirft to hear. 

Man. I have attempted one by one the lords, 
pither at home, or through the high ftreet p^&ng. 
With fiipplication jfjrone and father *s tears, 
T' accept of ranfoni for ihy fon their prisoner. 1460 
Some much averft I found and wondrous harfti. 
Contemptuous, proud, fet oh revenue and fpite ; 
That part moll reyerenc'd Dagon and his priefts ; 
Others more moderate teeming, but their aim 
Private reward, for which both God aiid Statp 1465 
They eafily would fet to fale : a third 
More generous far atid civil, who confefs'd 
They had enough fevengM, having reduc'4 
Their foe to mifery beneath their fears. 
The reft was fnagnanimiiy to remit, 1470 

If fome cbnveiirent ratifpm \^ere propos'd. 
What rio^e Or "fcoat w^s ti^t ? it tore the fky, 

Cho. D6lLlbt^efs tlie people fhouting to behold 
Their once great dread, captive, and blind before them. 
Or at fome proof Of ftrength before themihown. 1475 

Man. His ratifbm, if my whole inheritance 
May compafs it, fhail willingly be paid 
And nuriiber'd down : much rather I (hall choo^ 
To live the pooreft in my tribe, than richeft. 
And he in that calamitous prifpn left. i^^p 

No, I am fix'd not to part hence without liim. 
For his redemption all my patrimony. 
If need be, I am ready to forego 
And quit: not wanting him I fliall want nothing, 

Cho, 
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Ch o. Fathers are wont to !ay up for their fons, 1 485 
Thou for thy fbn art bent to lay out all : 
Sons i^/ottt to norfe their parents in old age> 
Thou in (Ad age du-^ft how to nurfe thy fon 
Ma^ older ttem thy age ^trough eye-fight loft. 

Man. It fhall be my delight to tend his eyes, 1490 
And view him fitting in the hoafe, ennobled 
With all thofe ^righ exploits by him achievM, 
And on his ihoulders waving dowti thofe locks 
That of a nation arm'd the ftrehgth contain'd : 
And, I perfaade me, Gx)d had not permitted 1495 
His ftrength again to grow up with his hair 
Garrifon'd round Aoitt Mm like a camp 
Of faithful foldiery, were not his purpofe 
To ufe him farther yet hi fotoe great fevice. 
Not to fit idfe with fo great a gift 1500 

UiHefs, and thence ridiculous about him. 
And fince has ftrength witJi eye-fight was tlot \6k, 
God will reftore him eye-fight to his ^rcngth. 

Ch o. Thy hopes are *fiot ill fduftded, nor icem vam 
Of "his delivery^ and thy joy 'thereon X5O5 

Conceiv'd, agreeable to a father*s feve, 
Jn botL^^ich we, as next, partidpate. [iwJife I 

Man. I feiow your friendly minds, and— O what 
Mercy of Heaven, what hideous -rtoife was that ! 
Horribly loud, uiflike the former ihout. 15 K) 

Cho. Noife call you it, or univerfal 'gfoan. 
As if the whole inhabitation perifli'd ! 
Blood, death, and deathful deeds are in that noife, 
P.uin, deftrudtion at the atmoft point. 

Man. 
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Ma n. Of ruin indeed methought I heard the ncnfe : 
Oh it continues, they have flain my fon. 

Cho. Thy fon is rather flaying them, that outcry 
From flaughter of one foe could not afcend. 

Man. Some difmal accident it needs muft be; 
What fliall we do ? flay here, or run and fee ? 1520 

Cho. Beft keep together here, left running thither 
We unawares run into danger's mouth. 
This evil on the Philiftines is falPn; 
From whom could elfe a general cry be heard ? 
The fuiFerers then will fcarce moleft us here, 1525 
From other hands we need not much to fear. 
What if, his eye-fight (for to Ifrael's God 
Nothing is hard) by miracle reftor'd. 
He now be dealing dole among his foes. 
And over heaps of flaughter'd walk his way ? 1530 

Man. That were ajoyprefumptuous to be thought. 

Cho. Yet God hath wrought things as incredible 
For his people of old; what hinders now ? 

Man. He can I know, but doubt to think he will; 
Yet hope would fein fubfcribe, and tempts belief, 1535 
A little ftay will bring fome notice hither, 

Cho. Of good or bad fo great, of bad the fooner; 
For evil news rides poft, while good news baits. 
And to our wifh I f«e one hither fpeeding. 
An Hebrew, as I guefs, and of our tribe. 1540 

Mess* O whither ftiall I run, or which way fly 
The fight of this fo horrid fpedacle. 
Which erft my eyes beheld, and yet behold ? 
For dire imagination itill purfues me, 

But 
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But providence or inftinft of nature feems, 1^45 

Or reafon though difturb'd, and fcarce confulted. 

To' have guided me aright, I know not how. 

To thee firft, reverend Manoah, and to thefe 

My countrymen, whom here I knew remaining. 

As at fome diftance from the place of horror, 1550 

So in the fad event too much concern'd. 

Man, The accident was loud, and here before thee 
With rueful cry, yet what it was we hear ngt; 
No preface needs, thou feeft we long to know. 

Mess. It would burft forth, but I recover breath 
And fenfe diftraft, to know well what I utter. 

Man. Tell us the fum, the circumftance defer. 

Mess. Gaza yet Hands, but all her fons are fall'n. 
All in a moment overwhelmed and fall'n. 

Man. Sad, but thou know'ft to Ifraelites not faddeft. 
The defoUtion of a hoftile city. [furfeit. 

Mess. Feed on that firft, there may in grief be 

Man. Relate by whom. 

Mess. By Samfon. 

Man. That ftill lefTens 
The forrow, and converts it nigh to joy. 

Mess. Ah Manoah, I refrain too fuddenly 1565 
To utter what will come at laft too foon ; 
JiCft evil tidings with too rude irruption 
Hitting thy aged ear (hould pierce too deep. 

Ma n. Sufpenfe in news is torture, fpeak them out. 

Mess. Take then the worft in brief, Samfon is dead. 

Man. The worft indeed, O all my hope 's defeated 
fo free him hence ! but death who fets all free 

Hath 
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Hath paid his ranfome now and fall difcharge. 
What windy joy diis day had I conceived 
Hopeful of his ddivery, which now proves 157; 

Abortive as the firft-born blocxn of ipring 
Nipt with the lagging rear of winter's froft I 
' Yet, ere I give die r«ns to grief, fay firft. 
How dy'd he ; deadi to life is crc^wn or fhame. 
AH by him fell thou fay'ft, by whom fell he, 1580 
What glorious hand gave Samfon his death's wound ? 

Mess. Unwounded of his enemies he fell. 

Man. Wearied with flaughter then, or how ? explain. 

Mess. By his own hands. 

Man. Sdf-violence ? what caufe 
'Brought him fo foon at variance vrith kimfelf 1585 
Among his foes ? 

Mess. IneviuMe caufe> 
At once both to deftroy and be delboy'd ; 
The edifice, where all were met to fee him. 
Upon their heads and on* his own he puU'd. 

Man, O laftly over-ftrong agmft thyfetf ! 1 5^0 
A dreadful way thou took'fl to thy revenge. 
More than enough we know ; but \^iile things yet 
Are in confufion, giv6 4is if thou canft, 
£ye-witnefs of what firft or laft was done, 
Kelation more particular and difUnft j^^j 

Mess. Occafions drew me early to this city. 
And as the gates I enter'd with fun-rife. 
The morning trumpets feftival prodam'd 
Through eadh high-ftrcet : little I had difpatch'd. 
When all abroad was r«mor'd that this day 1600 

Samfon 
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Samfon ftiould be brought forth, to (how the people 
Proof of his mighty ftrength in feats and games; 
I forrow'd at his captive ftate, but minded 
Not to be abfent at that fpedtacle. 
The building was a ipacious theatre 1605 

Half-round on two main pillars vaulted high. 
With feats where all the lords and each degree 
Of fort, might fit in order to behold ; 
The other fide was open, where the throng 
On banks and (ca&Ads under (ky might fiand; 1610 
I among thefe aloof obfcp^eljr flood. 
The feaft and noon grew high, and facrifice 
Had fill'd their ^arts wkh mirth, high chear, and wine. 
When to their fpprts they turn'd. Immediately 
Was Samfon as a public iervaat brought, 1615 

In their iUte Uvery cla4 ; before him p^s 
And timbrels, ea e^h fide w&bA ^med guards, 
Bodi borfe and Soof^ before him «iid behind 
Archers and (lingers, ca.tapbra^ and ^ars. 
At fight of him, 1^ peof^ with a (hout 162a 

Rifted dk w, clamoring their <Jod with praife. 
Who' had made their dreadful enemy their thralL 
He patient but undaunted where they led him. 
Came to the place, and what was fet before him. 
Which without help of eye mig^l be affay'd, 1625 
To heave, pidl, draw, or break, he ftill performed 
All with incredible, ftupendous force. 
None daring to appear antagonift. 
At length for intermiflion fake they led him 
Between the pillars y he his giude re<juefled 1630 

(For 
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(For fo from fach as nearer flood we heard) 

As over-tir*d to let him lean a while 

With both his arms on thofe two mafly pillars. 

That to the arched roof gave main fupport. 

He unfufpicious led him ; which when Samfbn 1635 

Felt in his arms, with head a while inclin'd. 

And eyes faft lix'd he flood, as one who pray'd. 

Or fome great matter in his mind revolv'd : 

At laft with head ereft thus cry'd aloud. 

Hitherto, Lords, what your commands imposed 1640 

I have perform 'd, as reafon was, obeying. 

Not without wonder or delight beheld : 

Now of my own accord fuch other trial 

I mean to fhow you of my ftrength, yet greater; 

As with amaze ftiall ftrike all who behold. 1645 

This utter'd, draining all his nerves he bow'd. 

As with the force of winds and waters pent. 

When mountains tremble, thofe two mafly pillars 

With horrible convulflon to and fro. 

He tugg'd, he fliook, till down they came, and drew 

The whole roof after them, with burft of thunder 

Upon the heads of all who fat beneath. 

Lords,, ladies, captains, counfellors, or priefls. 

Their choice nobility and flower, not only 

Of this but each Philiftian city round, 1(565 

Met from all parts to folemnize this feaft. 

Samfon with thefe immix'd, inevitably 

Pull'd down the fame deftrudlion on himfelf ; 

The vulgar only fcap'd who flood without. 

C«o. O dearly-bought revenge, yet glorious t i66d 

Living 
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Living or dying thou haft fulfiU'd 
The work for which thou waft foretold 
To Ifrael, and now ly'ft viftorious 
Among thy flain felf-kill'd 

Not willingly, but tangled in the fold 166c 

Of dire neccffity, whofe law in death conjoin'd 
Thee with thy flaughter'd foes m number more 
Than all thy life hath flain before. [fublimc, 

I Semichor. While their hearts were jocund and 
Drunk with idolatry, drunk with wine, 1670 

And fat regorg'd of bulls and goats, 
Chaunting their idol, and preferring 
Before our living Dread who dwells 
In Silo his bright fandluary : 

Among them he a fpi'rit of phrenzy fen^ 1675 

Who hurt their minds. 
And urg'd the^ on with mad defire "^ 
To call in hafte for their deftroyer; 
They only fet on (port and play 
Unweetingly importun'd i5gQ 

Their own deftrudion to come ip^edy upon them. 
So fond are mortal men 

Fall'n into wrath divine, ^ 

As their own ruin on themfelves t' invite, 
Iltfenfate left, or to fenfe reprobate, i68c 

And with blindnefs internal ftruck, 

2 Semichor. But he, though blind of fight, 
Pdpis'd and thought extinguifli'd quite. 
With inward eyes illuminated. 
Wis i^xy virtue rous'd 1696 

from 
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From under afhes into fudden fiam^> 

And as an evening dragon camc> 

Aflailant on the perched roofis. 

And nefts in order rang'd 

Of tame villatic fowl ; but as an e^gle 1695 

His cloudlefs thunder bolted on their head$. 

So \drtttc giv'n for loft, 

Deprefs'di and overthrown, as fecm'd. 

Like that felf-begottep bird 

In die Arabian woods imboft, i joo 

That no fecond knows nor third* 

And lay ere while a holocaufl. 

From out her aihy womb now teem'd. 

Revives, refloriflies, then vigorous moA 

When moft una^ve deem'd, 1705 

And though her body die, ter fame furv^ves 

A fecular bird ages of lives. 

Man. <pome, come, no time for lamentation now. 
Nor much more caufe ; Samfon hath quit hipii^ 
l^ike Samfon, and heroicly hath finiih'd 1720 

A life heroic, on his enemies 
Fully reveng'd, hath left them years of moornii^g, 
Ai^ lamentation to the fons of Caphtor 
TWough all PhUiltiaa bouods, tp Ifrael 
Honor hath left, and foedom, ict hnx them 1 7 15 

Find courage to lay hold on this occaiiop ; 
^o' himfelfa^d father's houfe etemaJ famej 
And which is he& and happieil yet, ajl this 
With God not parted from him, -as was fcar'd, 
^ut favoring and aififling to the end. 17^ 

3 Nothing 
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Nothing is here for tears, nothing to wail 
Or knock the bread, no weaknefs, no contempt, 
Diipraife, or blame, nothing but well and foir. 
And what may quiet us in a death (o noble. 
Let as go find the body where it lies 1725 

Sok'd in his enemies* blood, and from the ftream 
With lavers pure and cleanfing herbs wafh off 
The clotted gore. I with what fpeed the while 
(Gaza is not in plight to fay us nay) 
Will fend for all my kindred, all my friends, 173^ 
To fetch him hence, and folemnly attend 
With fdent obfequy and funeral train 
Home to his father's houfe : there will I build him 
A monument, and plant it round with fhade 
Of laurel ever green, and branching palm, 1735 

With all his trophies hung, and afts inroll'd 
In copious legend, or fweet lyric fong. 
Thither fhall all the valiant youth refbrt. 
And from his memory inflame their breads 
To matchlefs valor, and adventures high : 1740 

The virgins alfo (hall on feaftful days 
Vifit his tomb with flowers, only bewailing 
Ifis lot unfortunate in nuptial choice. 
From whence captivity and lofs of eyes. 

Cho. All is beft, though we oft doubt, 1741 

What th' unfearchable difpofe 
Of higheft wifdom brings about. 
And ever beft found in the clofe. 
Oft he feems to hide his face. 
But unexpedledly returns, ,7-^ 

Vol. XII. F A„d 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



And to his fsdthlul chamj^on hadi in pbiQe 

Borne witnefe glorioufly ; wl»f 9ce G»za moonUy 

And all that b^nd them tp refift 

His Qncontrolable intent ; 

IBs (ervants he with new acqwift 17M 

Q{ tn^c experience ffom this great crenjt 

With peace and confolation hath diftiift, 

A^i caln^ of ^^ind, all p^ffion (p^^u 
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" -— Baccare frontem 
* Cii^ite, ne vad noceatmala lingua future." 

Virgil, Eclog. vS. 
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Tothe-iirft edition of the author's poems, printed iii 
1645, was prefixed the foUomng advertifement of 

The Stationer to the Reader. 

IT is not any private rcfpca of g^, gentle Reader, 
for the flighted pamphlet is now-»a-^ys more ven- 
dible than the works of leamedeft men; but it is the 
leve I have to our own language, that hath made me 
diligent to colled and fet for^ fuch pieces both in 
profe and verfc, as may renew the wonted honor and 
cftcem of our Engliih tongue l aild it's the wOrth of 
thefe both Engliih and Latm poems, not the floriih of* 
any prefixed encomiums, that can invite thee to buy 
them, though thefe are not without the higheft com- 
mendadons and applaufe of the leamedeft Academics^ 
both domeftic and foreign ; and amongft thofe of our 
own country, the unparallel'd atteftation of that rc- 
nown'd Provoft of Eton, Sir Henry Wottoii. I know 
not thy palate how it relilhes fuch dainties, not how 
harmonious thy foul is ; perhaps more trivial airs may 
pleaf6 thee better. But howfoever thy opinion is fpent 
upon thefe, that encouragement I have already received 
from the moft ingenious men in their clear and cour- 
teous enteitainment of Mr. Waller's late choice pieces^ 
hath onee mprc made me adventure into the worlds 
prefenting it with thefe ever-green^ and not to be blafted 
laurelsi The Author*s more peculiar excellency in 
thefe ftudieis was too well known to conceal his papers^ 
w to keep me from attempting to folicit them from 
F 3 himu 
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him. Let the event guide itfelf which way it will> I 
fluQ deferve of die age, hj bringing ima the light u 
true a birth, at theMnfes kstire brottgkt feftii fiaoe our 
famous Speitier wrote ; whofe poems in theie Engliih 
ones art as rarely imitated, as fwcctly excdl'd. Reader, 
if thou art eagle-ey'd to c&o£an that worth,! sbbbaI 
fearful to expofe them t9 thy cxa£kell p«ni&L 



Thine tn eemmaiid^ 



HvuTU, MosBbtt* 
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POEMS 

OK 

lEVERAL OCCASIONS^. 

I. 

ANNO iETATIS 17. 
On the Death of a fair Infant^ dying of a cough *^ 



O Faired flower no fooner blown but blafle^. 
Soft frlken primrofe fading timelefly. 
Summer's chief honor, if thbu hadft out-lafted 
Bleak Winter's force that made thy bloffohi drfi 
For he being amorous on that lovely ^ye f 

That did thy cheek envermeil^ thought to kifsj 
^t kill'd> alas, and then bewaH'd his fatal blifs« 

• Thb clogy was not inferted in the firft Edition of the author*i 
poems, printed in 1645, but was added in tht fecond edition print- 
fed in 16734 It was com|)OS*d in the year 1615, that being the 17th 
year of Milton^s age. In fome editions the title runs thus, On thi 
death of a fair Jnfanty M nepheno of his, dying of a c&ugb i but tho 
fe^el ihows plainly that the child was not a nepbeWt but a niece^ 
lad confe^ueatly a daughter of his ilder Philips, and probably hcf 
firft ckild^ 

F.4 11. Fw^ 
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72 M I L T O N'S POEMS. 

n. 

For iince grim Aqoilo his charioteer 

By boiflrous rape th' Athenian damfel got. 

He thought it touch'd his deity full near> lo 

If like wife he fome fair-one wedded not. 

Thereby to wipe away th' infamous blot 

Of long-uncoupled bed, and chiidlefs eld, [held. 
Which 'mongfl the wanton Gods a foul reproach was^ 

III. 
So mounting up in icy-pearled car, 15 

Through middle empire of the freezing air 
He wander'd long, till thee he fpy'd from far : 
There ended was his queft, there ceas'd his care. 
Down he defcended from his fnow-foft chair. 

But all unwares with his cold kind embrace zo 

Unhous'd thy virgin-foul from her fair biding-place. 

IV. 

Yet art thou not inglorious in thy fate ; 

For fo Apollo, with unweeling hand, 

Whilome did flay his dearly -loved mate» 

Young Hyacinth bom on Eurotas' ftrand, 25 

Young Hyacinth the pride of Spartan land ; 

But then transformed him to a purple flower: 
Alack that fo to change thee Winter had no power. 

V. 

Yet can I not perfuade me thou art dead. 

Or that thy corie corrupts in earth's dark womb, 30 

Or that thy beauties lie in wormy bed. 

Hid from the world in a low delved tomb ; 

C^uld H^a?*a for pity %hz€ io ilddly doom I 

Oh 
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ON THE DEATH OP AN INFANT. 73 

Oh no I for fomething in thy face did (hine 
Above mortality^ that ihow'd thoa waft divine. 55 

VI. 
Refolve me then, oh Soul moft furely bleft, 
(If fo it be that thou thefe plaints doft hear) 
Tell me bright Spirit where'er thou hovcreft. 
Whether above that high firft-moving fphere. 
Or in th' Elyfian fields (if fuch there were) 40 

Oh (ay me true, if thou wen mortal wight. 
And why from as fo quickly thou didft take thy flight. 

VII. 
Wert thou fome ftar which from the min'd roof 
Of ihak'd Olympus by mifchance didft fall; 
Which careful Jove in nature's true behoof 4c 

Took up, and in fit place did reinftall ? 
Or did of late earth' » fons befiege the wall 

Of iheeny Heav'n, and thou fome Goddefs fled 
Amongft us here below to hide thy nedtar'd head ? 

VIII. 
Or wcrt thou that juft Maid who once before 50 

Forfook the hated earth, O tell me footh. 
And cam'ft again to vifit us once more ? 
Or wert thou that fwect fmiling Youth ? 
Or that crown 'd matron fage white-robed Truth ? 

Or any other of that heav'niy brood 55 

Let down in cloudy throne to do the world fbihe good i 



IX. Or 
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IX. 
Or wcrt thou otf^ gQld<ii-wi^«d hoft^ 
Who having dad thyfelf in human weed* 
To earth from &y prefixed feat didft pol^ 
And after (hort abode fly back with fpeed, 6« 

As if to (how what creatiilres Heav'n doth breec^ 

Thereby to fet the heats of men on fire 
To fcom the ibrdid world> imd unto Heaven a%ire ? 

X. 
Dot dk why didft thou not flay here below 
To blefs us with thy heav'n-lov'd innocence^ 65 

To flake his wrath whom fin hath made our fbe> 
To turn fwift-rufliing black perdidon hence> 
Or drive away the flaughtering peflilence^ 

To fland 'twixc us and our deferved fmart ? 
But thou canft befl perform that office where tho» art% 

XI. . 
Then thou the Modier of fo fweet a Child 
Her falfe imagin'd lofs ceafe to lament* 
And wifely learn to curb thy forrows wild. 
Think what a prefent thou to God hafl fent> 
And render him with patience what he lent ! 7 j 

This if thou do, he will an offspring give. 
That till the world's M end fliall make thy nan^ 
to live* 



II. Anifgf 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VACATION EXERCISE. 7J 

Anno /EacAs 19. At a Vacadon 'Exerdfe in th^ col- 
lege, p^ut Lsfiin, part Englifli. The Latin fpeeehos 
ended, the EngHfli thtis began *• 

HAIL narirft Language, that by finews weak 
Didft move my fir ft endcvoring tortgue to (peak^ 
And mad'fl imperftft words with childifh trips, 
Half unpronounc'd. Aide through my infant •^fips. 
Driving dumb filence from the portal door, j 

Where he had ttttrtcly fat two years before : 
Here I fahite thee, and thy pardon aft. 
That now 1 ofe thee in my latter tafk : 
Small lofs it is that thence can come unto thee, 
I know my toftgue but Ktde grace can do thee : i«^ 
Thou need*ft not be ambkious to be firft. 
Believe me I have drither packt the worfl : 
And, if it happen as I did forccaft. 
The daintieft fifhes fhall be ferv'd up lait 
I pray thee then deny me not thy aid ij* 

For this lame fmafl negleft that I have made : 
But hafte thee firait to do me once a pleafure. 
And from thy wardrobe bring thy chicfeft treafufe. 
Not thofe new fangled toys, and trimming ffight, 
• Which takes our late fantaftics with deHg^t, 20 

• Thefe vetfes were made m 1627, that being the t9th yetf 
•f the author's age$ and th^ were not in the e^tioii of 1^6459 hut 
^mti firft added in the edkicn of if73« 

But 
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But cull thofe richeft robes, and gay'ft attire 
Which deepeft fpirits and choiceil wits defire : 
I have fome naked thoughts that rove about. 
And loudly knock to have their paiTage out ; 
And weary of their place do only ftay 25 

Till thou haft deck'd them in thy beft array; 
That fo they may without fufpedl or fears 
Fly fwiftly to this fair aifembly's ears ; 
Yet I had rather, if I were to chufe. 
Thy fcrvicc in fome graver fubjeft ufe, 3a 

Such as may make thee fearch thy coffers round. 
Before thou clothe my fancy in fit found : 
Such where the deep tranfported mind may foar 
Above the wheeling poles,, and at Heav'n's door 
Look in, and fee each i}Iifsful Deity 35 

How he before the thunderous throne doth lie, 
LiHening to what unihom ApoDo fings 
To th' touch of golden wires, while Hebe brings 
Immortal neftar to her kingly fire : 
Then pafling through the fpheres of watchful Ere, 4* 
And miily regions of wide air next under 
And hills of fnow and lofts of piled thunder. 
May tell at length how green-ey'd Neptune raves* 
In Heav'n's defiance muftering all his waves ; 
Then fmg of fecret things that came to pafs 4^ 

When beldam Nature in her cradle was > 
And lafl of kings and queens and heroes <^d^ 
Such as the wife Demodocus once told 
In folemn fongs at king Alcinous' feaftr 
While fad Ulyffes' foul and all the reft - 5^ 

Art 
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Ate held with his melodious harmony 

In willing chains and fweet captivity. 

But fie, my wandering Mufe, how thou doft ftray I 

Expeftance calls thee now another way. 

Thou know' ft it mull be now thy only bent ^5 

To k^ep in compafs of thy predicament : 

Then quick about thy purposed bufinefs come. 

That to the next I may refign my room. 

Then Ens is reprefented as father of the Predicaments 
his ten fons, whereof the eldeft flood for Subftancc 
with his canons, which Ens, thus ijpeakifig, ex- 
plains. 

GOOD luck befriend thee. Son; for at thy birth 

The faery ladies danc'd upon the hearth ; 60 

Thy droufy nurie hath fworn fhe did them fpie 

Come tripping to the room where thou didH lie. 

And fweetly finging round about thy bed 

Strow all their bleffings on thy fleeping head. 

She heard them give thee this, that thou fhouldH HiU 

From eyes of mortals walk invifible : 

Yet there is fomething that doth force my fear. 

For once it was my difmal hap to hear 

A Sibyl old, bow-bent with crooked age. 

That far events full wifely could prefage, 70 

And in time's long and dark profpedive glafs 

Forefaw what future days fhould bring to pafs; 

Your fon, faid fhe, (nor .can you it prevent) 

Shall fubje^l be to many an Accident. 

O'er 
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O'er all his brethren he Audi reign as Idrng, 75 

Yet every one fhall make him onderling. 

And thofe that cannot live from him afmidfr 

Ungratefully (hall fkvre to keep him under^ 

In worth and exceflence he (hatt out^go them» 

Yet> being above them, he (hall be betow tiiem ; 80 

From others he (hall ftand in deed of nodiing^ 

Yet on his brothers (hall depend for clothing. 

To find a foe it iball not be his hap. 

And peace (hall lidl him in her flo w er y lap ; 

Yet ihall he live in flrife, and at his door 8 j 

devouring war fliaU never ceale to roar i 

Yea it fhall be his natural property 

To harbour thofe that are at enmity. 

What power, what force, what mighty fpd{, if not 

Your learned bands, can loofe tlus Gordum knot ? 90 

The next Quantity and Quality ^pake in proib, dien 
Relatioii was call'd by his name. 

RIVERS arife; whether thou be the fon 
Of utmoft Tweed, or Oofe, or gulphy Dun, 
Or Trent, who like fome earth*bom giant fpreads 
His thirty arms along th' indented meads. 
Or fuUen Mole that runneth underneath, g^ 

Or Severn fwift, guilty of maidens* death. 
Or rocky Avt)n, or of fedgy Lee, 
Or coaly Tine, or ancient hallow'd Dee, 
Or Humber loud that keeps the Scythian's name. 
Or Medway fmooth, or royal towred Thame. 100 
tThc reft was profe.] 

III. On 
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III. 
On the Mo^KivG of Christ*^ NAxivirrt 
Coinpos'd 1$:?^ 

I, 

THIS is the month, and this the happy morn. 
Wherein the Son of Hc^v'n's eternal Kbg, 
Of wedded Mai4 and Virgin Mother born. 
Our great redemption from above did bring ; 
For fo the holy (sLges once did fing^ r 

That he our deadly forfeit fliould releafe. 
And with Ids Father work us a perpetual peace. 

That glorious form, that light unfufFerable, 

And that far-beaming blaze of majefty. 

Wherewith he wont at Heav*n*s high council-table t f 

To fit the midft of Trinal Unity, 

He laid aiide ; and here with us to be, 

Forfook the courts of everlafting day. 
And chofe with us a darkfome houfe of mortal clay. 

III. 
Say heav'niy Mufe, (hall not thy facred vein ic 

Afford a prefent to the Infant God ? 
Haft thou no verfe, no hymn, or fofemn ftrain. 
To welcome him to this his new abode. 
Now while the Heav'n by the fun's team untrod, ' 

Hadi took no print of the approaching light, 2© 
An4 all the fpangled hpft keep watch in fquadroiw 
bright? 

4 IV. See 
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IV. 
Set how from far upon the eaftem road 
The ftar-led wifards hafte with odors fweet : 
O run, prevent them with thy humble ode. 
And lay it lowly at his blefled feet ; • 25 

Have thou the honor firft, thy Lord to greet. 

And join thy voice unto the Angel quire. 
From out his fecret altar touch'd with hallow'd fire. 

THE HYMN. 

I. 
I T was the winter wild. 
While the Heav'n-bom child 30 

All meanly wrapt in the rude manger lie* ; 
Nature in awe to him 
Had dofFt her gawdy trim. 

With her great Mafter fo to fympathize : 
It was no feafon ^hen for her 55 

To wanton with the fun her lufty paramour. 

U. 
Only with ipeeches fair 
She woo's the gentle air 

To hide her guilty front with innocent fnow. 
And on her naked fhame, 40 

Pollute with finful blame. 

The faintly veil of maiden white to throw. 
Confounded, that her Maker's eyes 
Should look fo near upon her foul dcfprmities. 

IIL But 
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III. 
But he her fears to ceafe, 45 

Sejit down the meek-ey'd Peace ; 

She, crown'd i^th olive green, came fbftly Aiding 
Down through the turning fphere 
His ready harbinger. 

With turtle wing the amorous clouds dividing, 50 
And waving wide her myrtle wand. 
She ftrikes an univerfal peace through Tea and land« 

IV. 
No war, or battel's found 
Was heard the world around : 

The idle fpear and fhield were high op hung, 5 j 
The hooked chariot flood, 
Unftain'd with hoflile blood. 

The trumpet fpake not to the armed throng. 
And kings fat ftill with awful eye. 
As if they furcly knew their fovran-Lord was by* 69 

V. 

But peaceful was the night> . 
Wherein the Prince of light 

His reign of peace upon the earth began : 
The winds with wonder whift 
Smoothly the waters kill, 6j 

Whifpering new joys to the mild ocean* 
Who now hath quite forgot to rave^ 
While birds of ealm iit brooding on the chartned waye« 



Vol. XIL G VI. The 
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VI. 
The flars with deep amaze 
Stand fixM in ftedfaft gaze, 70 

J^udmg one way their precipos mftuience. 
And will not take their flight. 
For all the morning light. 

Or Lucifer that often warn'd them thence ; 
But in their glimmering orbj diid glow, 75 

Until their Lord himfelf befpake and hid them g€. 

VIL 
And though the fhady gloom 
Had given day her room, 
, The fun hi^ifclf withheld his wonted fpeed* 
And hid his head for (hame, 9o 

As his inferior flame 

The pew inlighten*d world no mort ihould need ; 
He faw a greater fuu appear 

Than his bright throne, or burning axletre^u ccull 
bear. 

VIIL 
The fliepherds on the lawn, ^5 

Or e*er the point of dawn. 

Sat Amply chatting in a ruflic row; 
full little thought they then. 
That the mi^ty Pan 

Was kindly con\e to live with them below; 90 

Perhaps their loves, or cHe their flieep« 
Was all that did their filly thoughts fo bufy keep. 

^ . IX. When 
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JX. 

When fuch mufic fweet 

Their hearts and ears did greet. 

As never was by mortal finger flroolc, g^ 

Divinely-warbled voice 
Anfwering the ftringed noife. 

As all their fouls m blifsfiil rapture took : 
The sik, fuch pleaiurc loth t8 lofe. 
With xhcndaxid echoes iHll prolongs each heay'nly dofe. 

X. 

Nature that heard fuch found. 
Beneath the hollow round 

Of Cyn«hia's feat, the aery region thrilling. 
Now was almoft won 
To think her part was done, 1 05 

And that her reign had here its laft fulfilling ; 
She knew fuch harmony alone 
Could hold all Heay'n and Earth in happier umon. 

XL 
At laft furrounds their fight 
A globe of circular light, HO 

That with long beams the fliame-fac'd night array *d; 
The helmed Cherubim, 
And fworded Seraphim, 

Are {ce»j in glittering ranjcs with wings di§)Iay'd, 
Harping in loud and folemn quire, 1 1 5 

Witk uaexpreffive notes to leaven's new-bosn Heir* 



G z XIL SttOk 
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XII. 
Such mufic (as 'tis faid) 
Before was never made, 

;But when of old the fons of morning fang. 
While the Creator great \lo 

His conftellations fet. 

And the well-balanc'd world on hinges hung. 
And caft the dark founda^ons deep. 
And bid the weltering waves their oozy channel keep. 

XIII. 
Ring out, ye cryftal Spheres, 125 

Once blefs our human ears, 

(If ye have power to touch our fenfes fo) 
And let your filver chime 
Move in melodious time. 

And let the bafe of Heaven's deep organ blow, 130 
And with your ninefold harmony 
Make up full confort to th' angelic fymphony. 

XIV. 
For if fuch holy fong 
inwrap our fancy long. 

Time will run back, and fetch the age of gold, 135 
And fpeckled Vanity 
Will ficken foon and die. 

And leprous Sin will melt from earthly mold. 
And Hell itfelf will pafs away. 
And leave her dolorous manfions to the peering day. 



XV. Yea 
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XV, 

Yea Truth and JulHce then 
Will down return to men, 

Orb'd in a rainbow ; ^nd like glories wearing 
Mercy will fit between, 

Thron'd in celefHal fheen, l^* 

• With radiant feet the tiflbed clouds down fleering. 
And Heav'n, as at fome feflival. 
Will open wide the gates of her high palace hajl. 

XVI. 
put wifeft Fate fays no. 
This mufl not yet be fo, I pq 

The babe lies yet In fmiling infancy^ 
That on the bitter crofs 
Mufl redeem our lofs ; 

So both himfelf and us to glorify : 
Yet firft to thofe ychain'd in fleep, itp 

The wakeful triimp of doom mufl thunder through the 
deep, 

XVIf , 
With fuch a horrid clang 
As on n^ount §inai |ang. 

While the red fire and fmouldering clpiids outbrake ; 
The aged earth aghafl, ^6q 

With terror of that blafl. 

Shall from the furface to the center fhake ; f 

When at the world's laft fefTion, 
The dreadful Judge in middle air fhall fpread his throne, 

G 3 XVm. And 
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XVIIL 
And then at laft our blifs j^j 

Full and perfect is. 

But now begins ; for fnom this tappy day 
Th' old Dragon under ground-- 
in ftraiter limits bound. 

Not half fo far calls his ufurped (Way, 170 

And wroth to fee his kingdom fail, 
Swind^s the fcaly horror of his folded tail. 

XIX, 

The oracles are dumb. 
No voice or hideous hum 

Runs through the arched reof In words deceivinj. 
Apollo from his fhrine 
Can no more divine. 

With hollow fhriek the ftcep of Delphos leaving. 
No nightly trance, pr breathed fpell, 
Ini^^ires the pale-ey'd prieft from the prophetic cell. 

XX. 

The lonely mountains o'er. 
And the refounding fhore, 

A voice of weeping heard and loud lament; 
From haunted fpring and dale 
Edg'd with poplar pale, 185 

The parting Genius is with fighing f«it ; 
With flower-inwoven trcfles torn 
The Nymphs in twilight Ihade of tangled thickets 
mourn. 

XXI. In 
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XXI. 

In confecrated earth. 

And on the hol)r hearth, '^ 190 

The Lars and Lemures moan with midnight plaint; 
In urns, and altars round, 
A drear and dying found 

Affrights the Flametis at their fervicc quabt; 
And the chill marble feems to fwcat, 195 

While cadi peculiar Power forgoes his wonted feat. 

XXII, 
Peor and Baalim 
Forfake their temples dim. 

With th^t twige batter'd God of Paleftine ; 
And mooned Afhtaroth, 200 

Hcav'n's queen and mother both. 

Now fits not girt with tapers' holy (hine ; 
The Libyc Hammon fhrinks his horn. 
In vain the Tyrian mftids their wounded Jhammuz 
mourn. 

XXIII. 
And fullen Moloch fled, ^605 

Hath left in ijiadows dread 

His burning idol all of Wackeft hue ; 
In v^ with cymbals' ring 
They call the griily king. 

In difmal dance about the furnace blue i 9}0 

The brutifh Gods of Nile as faft, 
Ifis and Orus, and the dog Anubis, hafte, 

Q 4 XXIV. 
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XXIV. 

Nor is Ofiris feen 

Jn Memphian grove or green, 

Trampling the unftiower'd grafs with lowings loud; 
Nor can he be at reft 
Within his facred cheil. 

Nought but profbundeft Hell can be his fhroud; 
In vain with timbrel'd anthems dark 
The fable-Holed forces ers bear his worihipt ark. 210 

xxv. 

He feels from Juda's land 
The dreaded Infant's hand. 

The rays of Bethlehem blind his duflcy eyn; 
•'Nor all the Gods befide 
Longer dare abide, 215 

Not Typhon huge ending in fnaky twine : 
Our babe, to fhow his Godhead true. 
Can in his fwadling -bands controli the damned crew.* 

XXVJ. 
So when the fun in bed. 
Curtained with cloudy red, 250 

Pillows his chin upon an orient wave, 
Th i flocking (hadows pale 
Troop to the infernal jail. 

Each fetter'd ghoft flips tO his feveral grave. 
And the yellow-fkirted Fayes 235 

Fly after the night-Heeds, leaving their moon-lovM 
masse. 

XXVIL But 
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xxyii. 

JBut fee the Virgin blcft 
Hath laid her Babe to reft. 

Time is our tedious. fong (hould here have ending : 
HeavenV youngeft teemed ftar 240 

Hath fix'd her polifh'd car. 

Her fleeping.Lord with handmaid lamp attending: 
And all about the courtly liable 
prighthamefl Angels fit in order ferviceable. 

IV. 

THE PASSION. 
I. 

ER E W H I L E of mufic, and ethereal mirth. 
Wherewith the ftage of air and earth did ring. 
And joyous news of heavenly Infant's birth. 
My Mufe with Angels did divide to ijng; 
But headlong joy is ever on the wing, r 

In wintry folflice like the fhorten'd light 
Soon fwallow'd up in dark and long out-living night. 

II. 
For now to forrow muft I tune my fong. 
And fet my harp to notes of faddefl woe. 
Which on our deareft Lord did feize ere long, 10 

Dangers, and fnares, and wrongs, and worfe than fo. 
Which he for us did freely undergo : 

Moft perfea Hero, try'd in heaviell plight 
Of labors huge and hard, too hard for human wight ! 

# HI. He 
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III. 
He fovran Prieft (looping his regal head, i j 

That dropt with odorous oil down his fair eyes. 
Poor fleflily tabernacle entered. 
His ftarry front low-rooft beneath the fides ; 
O what a mafk was there, what a difguife 1 

Yet more ; the ilroke of death he jnufl abide, 20 
Then lies him meekly down fail by his brethren's iide. 

IV. 
Thefe latefl fcenes confine my roving verfe. 
To this horizon is my Phoebus bound; 
His Godlike adls, and his temptations fierce. 
And former fufiferings other-where are found ; 25 
Loud o*er the reft Cremona's trump doth found; 

Me fofter airs befit, and fofter firings 
Of lute, or viol ftill, more apt for mournful things. 

V. 

Befriend me. Night, beft patronefs of grief. 
Over the pole thy thickeft mantle throw, 30 

And work my flatter'd fancy to belief. 
That Heav'n and Earth are color'd with my woe; 
My forrows are too dark for day to know : 
' The leaves ihould all be black whereon I write. 
And letters where my tears have waih'd a waraiilh 
white. 3S 

VI. 
See, fee the chariot, and thofe rufliing wheels. 
That whirrd the Prophet up at Chebar flood. 
My fpirit fome tranfporting Cherub feels. 



To 
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To bear me where the towers of Salem ftood. 

Once glorious tow'rs, now funk in guiltlefs blood ; 40 

There doth my foul in holy vilion fit 
In penfive trance^ and aagdih^ and lecftadc fit; 

VII. 
Mine eye hadi found that fad fcpulchral rock 
That was the caiket of Heav*n*s richeft ftore. 
And here though grief my feeble hands up-lock, 45 
Yet on the foften'd quarry would I fcore 
My plainmg verfe as lively as before ; 

For fore fo well inflrufted are my tears. 
That they would fitly fall in ordered characters. 

VIII. 
Or (hould I thence hurried on viewlefs wing, 5© 

Take up a weeping on the mountains wild* 
The gende neighbourhood of grove and fpring 
Would foon unboibm all their echoes mild. 
And I (for grief is eafily beguil'd) 

Might think th' infedtion of my forrows loud 55 
Had got a race of mourners on fome pregnant cloud. 

TMs fubjeft the Author finding to be above the years 
he had, when he wrote it, and nothing fatisfied with 
what was begun, left it unfiniih'd. 



V. ON 
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ON TIME. 

FLY. envious Time, till thou run out thy race. 
Call on the lazy leaden -ftepping hours, 
Whofe fpeed is but the heavy plummet's pace ; 
And glut thyfelf with what thy womb devours. 
Which is no more than what ^s falfe and vain, c 

And merely mortal drofs j 
So little is our lofs. 
So little is thy gain. 

For when as each thing bad thou haft intpmb'd. 
And laft of all thy greedy felf confum'd, iq 

Then long Eternity (hall greet our blifs 
With an individual kifs ; 
And Joy fliall overtake us as a flood. 
When every thing that is fincerely good 
And perfe^ily divine, le 

With truth, and peace, and love, (hall ever fhine 
About the fupreme throne 
Of him, t* whofe happy-making fight alone 
When once our heav'nly-guided foul ihall climb. 
Then all this earthy groflhefs quit, 20 

Attir'd with ftars, we fhall for ever fit. 
Triumphing over Death, and Chance, and thee, 
Time. 



VI. UPON 
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UP'OK THE CIRCUMCISION. 

YE flaming Powers, and winged Warriors bright^' 
^ That erft with mufic, and triumphant fong, - - 
Firft heard by happy watchful ftiepherds' car. 
So fweetly fung your joy the clouds along 
Through the foft filence of the lift'ning night ; 5 

Now mourn, and if fad (hare with us to bear l 

Your fiery effence can diftil no tear. 
Bum in your fighs, and borrow 
Seas wept from our deep forrow : 
He who with all Heav'n'^ heraldry whilerc id 

Enter'd the world, now bleeds to give us eafe ; 
Alas, how foon our fin 
Sore doth begin 
His infancy to feize ! 
more exceeding love or law more juft ! 1 5 

Juft law indeed, but more exceeding love ! 
For we by rightful doom remedilefs 
Were loft in death, till he that dwelt above 
High thron'd in fecret Wifs, for us frail duft 
Emptied his glory, ev*n to nakednefs ; 20 

And that great covenant which we ftill tranfgrefs 
Entftely fatisfied. 
And the full wrath befide 
Of vengeful jiiftice bore for our excefs. 
And feals obedience firft with wounding fmart zj 

This day, but O ere long . 
Huge pangs and ftrong 

Will pierce more near his hearts 
^ - . VII. AT 
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VIL 
AT A SOLEMN MU&IG. 

BLEST pair of Syrens> pledges of Hcav'n's joy, 
3phere-bQrn hacnuxiious Mers, Yoke and VeiTey 
Wed yonr diTine ibunds^ and mix'd power trnploy 
Dead things with ii^eath'd ienfe able to pierce, 
^nd to our hig^-raif^d phantafy prefent 5 

That undidarbed fbng of pure concent* 
Ay fung before the ^phire-color'd tfaronc 
To him that fits thereon 
With faintly fhout and Mtmn jubilee^ 
Where the bright Seraphim in burning ro\r 10 

Their load up*lifted angel-trumpets blow. 
And the cherubic hoft in thoufand quires 
Touch their immortal harps of golden wires. 
With thofe jufl Spirits that wear vidonoos palms. 
Hymns devout and holy pfahns i j 

Singing everkitinj^ ; 
That we on earth wkk nndifcording voice 
May rightly anfwer diat melodious ndie ; 
As once vft did, till difproportion'd Cm 
Jarr'd againft nature's dume, and with harili dm 20 
Broke die £ur muiic diat all creatures made 
To their great Lord, whofe love their modon fivay'd 
In perfedk diapafon, whilft th^ flood 
In £rfl obedience, and their ftate of good. 
O may we £bon again renew tiiat fong, 25 

And keep in tune with Heav'n, nU Qtd ere long 
To his celelHal concert us unite. 
To live with him, and im^ in endlefs mora of light ! 

Vin. An 
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vm. 

An EPITAPH on the Marchlonefi orwinchefter *. 

THIS rich marble doth inter 
The honor'd wife of Wincheftcr, 
A Vifcount's daughter, an Earl's h«ii:, 
Bcfides what her virtues fair 

Added to her noble birth* 5 

More than ihe could cnwi from earth. 
Summers three times eight fave oae 
She had told ; alas too feoiv. 
After fo (hort time of breach. 

To houfe with darkncfe, and wirfi deatfc. 10* 

Yet, had the number of her days 
Been as complete as was her praiife. 
Nature and fate had h^ no ftrifc 
In giving limit to her fife. 

Her high birth and her graces fwect ij 

Quickly found a lover wucet; 
The virgin quire for her tequeft 
The God that fits at marriage feaft; 
He at their invokmg came 

But with a fcarce well-lighted flaae;, am 

And in his garland as he Aood 

Ye might difcem a cyprefs-bod. 

Once had the early matrons run 

To greet her of a lovely fi», 

* Jaoe, daughter of Thomas hot^ VircQutit Savant of Rack- 
Savage, 

X And 
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And now with fecond hope (he goes, ij 

And calls Lucina to her throes ; 

But whether by mifchance or blamd 

Atropos for Lucina came i 

And with remorfelefs cruelty 

Spoiled at once both fruit and tree : 30 

The haplefs babe before his birth 

Had burial, yet not laid in earth. 

And the languifh'd mother's womb 

Was not long a living tomb. 

So have I feen fome tender flip, Jj 

Sav*d with care from winter's nip. 

The pride of her carnation train, 

Pluck'd up by fome unheedy fwain. 

Who only thought to crop the flower 

New (hot up from vernal fhower; 40 

But the fair blofTom hangs the head 

Side-ways as on a dying bed. 

And thofe pearls of dew fhe wears. 

Prove to be prefaging tears. 

Which the fad morn had let fall 45 

On her haftening funeral. 

Gentle Lady, may thy grave 

Peace and quiet ever have ; 

After this thy travel fore 

Sweet reft feize thee evermore^ . jo 

That to give the world increafe, 

Shortned haft thy own life's leafe ! 

Here^ besides the forrowing 

That thy noble houfe doth bring. 



Here 
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Here be tears of perfed moan 55 

Wept for thee in Helicon, 

And fome flowers, and fome bays. 

For thy herfe, to ftrow the ways. 

Sent thee from the banks of Came, 

Devoted to thy virtuous name ; 60 

Whilft thou, bright Saint, high fitfl in glory. 

Next her much like to thee in ftory. 

That fair Syrian fhepherdefs. 

Who after years of barrennefs. 

The highly-favor'd Jofeph bore 65 

To him that ferv'd for her before. 

And at her next birth, much like thee. 

Through pangs fled to felicity. 

Far within the bofom bright 

Of blazing Majefty and Light: 70 

There with thee, new welcome Saint, 

Like fortunes may her foul acquaint. 

With thee there clad in radiant iheen. 

No Marchionefs, but now a Queen. 

IX. 
SONG. ON MAY MORNING. 

NOW the bright morning ftar, day's harbinger. 
Comes dancing from the eaft, and leads with her 
The flowery May, who from her green lap throws 
The yellow cowflip, and the pale primrole. 
Hail, bounteous May, that doft infpire 5 

Mirth and youth and warm defire; 
Vol. Xn. H Woods 
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Woods and groves are of thy dreffing. 

Hill and dale doth boaft thy Wefling. 
Thus we falute thee with our early fong. 
And welcome thee^ and wiih thee long. %q 



X. 



ON SHAKESPEAR. ^630. 

WHAT needs my Shakefpear for his honored 
bones 
The labor of an age in piled ftones. 
Or that his hallow M reliques fhould be hid. 
Under a ftar-ypointing pyramid ? 
Dearfon of memory, great heir of fame, 5 

What need 'ft thou fuch weak witnefs of thy name ? 
Thou in our wonder and aftonilhment 
Haft built thyfelf a live-long monument. 
For whilft to th' Ihame of flow-endevoring art 
Thy eafy numbers flow, and that each' heart %? 

Hath from the leaves of thy unvalued book 
Thofe Delphic lines with deep impreflion took. 
Then thou our fancy of itfelf bereaving, 
Doft niake us marble with too much conceiving ;. 
And fo fepulcher'd in fuch pomp doft lie, 15 

That kings for fuch a tomb would wifti to die. 



XI. ON 
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XI. 
ON THE UNIVERSITY CARRIER; 
Who ficken'd in the time of his racancy, being forbid 
to go to London, by reafon of the plague. 

HERE lies old Hobfon; Death hath broke his girt. 
And here, alas, hath laid him in the dirt. 
Or elfe, the ways being foul, twenty to one. 
He 's here ftuck in a Hough, and overthrown. 
'Twas fuch a fhifter, that if truth were known, j 

Death was half glad when he had got him down; 
For he had any time this ten years full 
Dodg'd with him, betwixt Cambridge and the BulL 
And furely death could never have prevailed. 
Had not his weekly courfe of carriage fail'd; lo 

But lately finding him fo long at home, \ 
And thinking now his journey's end was come. 
And that he had ta'en up his iateft inn. 
In the kind office of a chamberlin 
Show'd him his room where he muft lodge that night; 
PuIPd off his boots, and took away the light: 
If any aflc for him, it fhall be faid, 
Hobfon has fupt, and 's newly gone to bed. 

XIL 

Another on the fame. 

HERE lieth one, who did moll truly prove 
That he could never die while he 9ould move j 
So hung his delKny, never to rot 
While he might itill jog on and keep hij trot, 

Hz ' Madq 
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Made of fphere-metal, never to decay j 

Until his revolution was at ftay. 

Time numbers motion, yet (without a crime 

'Gainil old truth) motion numbered out his time : 

And, like an engin mov'd with wheel and weight. 

His principles being ceas'd, he ended fbait. lo 

Reft, that gives all men life, gave him his death. 

And too much breathing put him out of breath ; 

Nor were it contradidion to affirm 

Too long vacation haften'd on his terra. 

Merely to drive the time away he ficken'd, 15 

Fainted, and died, nor would with ale be quickened; 

Nay, quoth he, on his fwooning bed out-ftretch'd. 

If I mayn't carry, fure I'll ne'er be fetch'd. 

But vow, though the crofs dodors all ftood hearers. 

For one carrier put down to make fix bearers. 20 

Eafe was his chief difeafe, and to judge right. 

He dy'd for heavinefs that his cart went light : 

His leifure told him that his time was come. 

And lack of load made his life burdenfome. 

That ev'n to his laft breath (there be that fay't) 25 

As he were prefs'd to death, he cry'd. More weight ! 

But had his doings lafted as they were. 

He had been an immortal carrier. 

Obedient to the moon he fpent his date 

In courfe reciprocal, and had his fate 30 

Link'd to the mutual flowing of the feas. 

Yet (ftrange to think) his wain was his increafe : 

His letters are deliver 'd all and gone. 

Only remains his fuperfcription. 

XIIT. L'ALLEGRO. 
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XIII. 

L'ALLEGRO. 

HENCE, loathed Melancholy, 
Of Cerberus and blackell Midnight born. 
In Stygian cave forlorn 

'Mongft horrid Ihapes, and (hrieks, and fights unholy. 
Find out fome uncouth cell, c 

Where brooding darknefs fpreads his jealous wings 
And the night-raven fings ; 

There under ebon fhades, and low-brow'd rocks. 
As ragged as thy locks. 

In dark Cimmerian defert ever dwell. lo 

But come, thou Goddefs fair and free. 
In Heav'n ycleap'd Euphrofyne, 
And by men, heart-eafing Mirth, 
Whom lovely Venus at a bisth 
With two filler Graces more - ic 

To ivy-crowned Bacchus bore ^ 
Or whether (as fome fages fing) 
The frolic wind that breathes the fpring. 
Zephyr with Aurora playing. 

As he met her once a Maying, 20 

There on beds of violets blue. 
And frefti-blown rofes wafh'd in dew, 
Fill'd her with thee a daughter fair. 
So' buxom, blithe, and debonair. 
Hafte thee, Nymph, and bring with thee 25 

Jell and youthful Jollity, 

H 3 Quips 
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Quips and Cranks, and wanton Wiles, 

Nods and Becks, and wreathed Smiles, 

Such as hang on Hebe's cheek. 

And love to live in dimple fleek ; 30 

Sport that wrinkled Care derides. 

And Laughter holding both his fides. 

Come, and trip it as you go 

On the light fantaflic toe. 

And in thy right hand lead with the«, 35 

The mountain nymph, fweet Liberty ; 

And if I give thee honor due. 

Mirth, admit me of thy crew 

To live with her, and live with thee. 

In unreproved pleafures free ; «> 40 

To hear the lark begin his flight. 

And fmging ftartle the dull night. 

From his watch-tower in the Ikies, 

Till the dappled dawn doth rife; 

Then to come in fpite of forrow, 45 

And at my window bid good-morrow. 

Through the fweet-briar, or the vine. 

Or the twifled eglantine : 

While the cock with lively din 

Scatters the rear of darknefs thin, 50 

And to the ftack, or the barn-door. 

Stoutly llruts his dames before : 

Oft lillening how the hounds and horn 

Chearly roufe the flumbering morn, 

Prom the fide of fome hoar hilJ, 55 

Through the high wood echoing fhrill : 



Some 
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Some dmc walking not unfeen 

By hedge-row elms, on hillocs green. 

Right againft the eaftem gate. 

Where the great fun begins his ftatc, 6« 

Rob'd in flames and amber light. 

The clouds in thoufand Uveries dight. 

While the plow- man near at hand 

WhifUes o'er the furrow'd land. 

And the milkmaid iingeth blithe, 65 

And the mower whets his fithe. 

And every (hepherd tells his tale 

Under the hawthorn in the dale. 

Strait mine eye hath caugiit new pleafurcs 

Whilfl: the landfkip round it meafures, 7® 

Ruffet lawns, and fallows gray. 

Where the nibbling flocks do ftray. 

Mountains on wlioie barren brealt 

The laboring clouds do often reft. 

Meadows trim with daiiies pied, 7j 

Shallow brooks, and rivers wide. 

Towers and battlements it (ees 

Bofom'd high in tufted trees. 

Where perhaps fome beauty lies. 

The Cynofure of neighboring eyes. io 

Hard by, a cottage chimney fmokes. 

From betwixt two aged oaks. 

Where Corydon and Thyrfis met. 

Are at their favory dinner fet 

Of herbs, and other country mefles, 85 

Which the neat-handed Phillis dreiTes;. 

H4 And 
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And then in hafte her bower fhe leaves. 
With Theftylis to bind the (heaves; 
Or if the earlier feafon lead 

To the tann'd haycock in the mead. go 

Sometimes with fecure delight 
The upland hamlets will invite, 
^ When the merry bells ring round. 
And the jocund rebecs found 

To many a youth, and many a maid, 95 

Dancing m the chequer'd fhade; 
And young and old come forth to play 
On a funfhine holy-day. 
Till the live-long day-light fail; 
Then to the fpicy nut-brown ale, 100 

With ftories told of many a feat. 
How faery Mab the junkets eat. 
She was pincht and puU'd, fhe faid. 
And he by frier's lanthorn led 
Tells how the drudging Goblin fwet, 105 

To earn his cream-bowl duly fet. 
When in one night, ere glimpfe of mom. 
His fhadowy flale hath threlh'd the corn. 
That ten day-laborers could not end ; 
Then lies him down the lubbar iiend, no 

And ftretch'd out all the chimney's length, 
Bafks at the fire his hairy Itrength, 
And crop-full out of doors he flings. 
Ere the fir ft cock his matin rings. 
Thus done the tales, to bed they creep, nj 

By whifpering winds foon lulPd afleep. 

Towred 
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Towred cities pleafe us then. 

And the bufy hum of men. 

Where throngs of knights and barons bold 

In weeds of peace high triumphs hold, I20 

With ftore of ladies, whofe bright eyes 

Rain influence, and judge the prize 

Of wit, or arms, while both contend 

To win her grace, whom all commend. 

There let Hymen oft appear I2q 

In fafFron robe, with taper clear. 

And pomp, and feaft, and revelry. 

With mafk and antique pageantry. 

Such fights as youthful poets dream. 

On fummer eves by haunted ftream. l^o 

Then to the well- trod ftage anon> 

If Jonfon's learned fock be on. 

Or fweeteft Shakefpear, fancy's child. 

Warble his native wood -notes wild. 

And ever againfl eating cares, lir 

Lap me in foft L.ydian airs. 

Married to immortal verfe. 

Such as the meeting foul may pierce 

In notes, with many a winding bout 

Of linked fvveetnefs long drawn out, 140 

With wanton heed, and giddy cunning. 

The melting voice through mazes running, 

Untwifting all the chains that ty 

The hidden foul of harmony ; 

That Orpheus' felf may ^eave his head 145 

From golden flumber on a bed 

Of 
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Of heapt Elyiian flowers, and hear 

Such fh-ains as would have won the ear 

Of Pluto, to have quite fet free 

His half- regained Eurydicc. 150 

Thefe delights if thou canft give. 

Mirth, with thee I mean to live. 

XIV. 
IL PENSEROSO. 

HENCE, vain -deluding joys. 
The brood of folly without father bred. 
How little you befted. 

Or iill the fixed mind with all your toys I 
Dwell in fome idle brain, 5 

And fancies fond with gaudy fliapes poffefs. 
As thick and numberlefs 

As the gay motes that people the fun-beams. 
Or likelieft hovering dreams 

The fickle penfioners of Morpheus' train. lo 

But hail, thou Goddefs, fage and holy ! 
Hail, divineft Melancholy ! 
Whofe faintly vifage is too bright 
To hit the fenfe of human fight. 
And therefore to our weaker view 15 

O'erlaid with black, ftaid wifdom's hue; 
Black, but fuch as in efleem 
Prince Memnon's fitter might befeem, 
Qr that ftarr'd Ethiop queen that ftrove 
To fet her beauties^ praifc above zo 

The 
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The Sea-Nymphs, and their powers offended : 

Yet thou art higher far defcended. 

Thee bright-hair'd Vefta long of yore 

To folitary Saturn bore ; 

His daughter fhe (in Saturn's reign, ' 25 

Such mixture was not held a ftain). 

Oft in glimmering bowers and glades 

He met her, and in fecret fhades 

Of woody Ida's inmoft grove. 

While yet there was no fear of Jove. 30 

Come, penfive Nun, devout and pure. 

Sober, ftedfaft, and demure. 

All in a robe of darkeft grain* 

Flowing with majeftic train. 

And fable ftole of Cyprus lawn, 35 

Over thy decent fhoulders drawn. 

Come, but keep thy wonted ftate. 

With even ftep, and mufmg gait. 

And looks commercing with the Ikies, 

Thy rapt foul fitting in thine eyes : 40 

There held in holy palfion ftill. 

Forget thyfelf to marble, till 

With a fad leaden downward caft 

Thou fix them on the earth as fall : 

And join with thee calm Peace, and Quiet, 4c 

Spare Faft, that oft with Gods doth diet. 
And hears the Mufes in a ring 
Ay round about Jove's altar fing : 
And add to diefe retired Leifure, 

;That in trim gardens take§ his pleafure; 50 

Buc 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



|o8 MILTON'S POEMS. 

But fir ft, and chiefcft, with thee bring. 

Him that yon foars on golden wing. 

Guiding the fiery -wheeled throne. 

The Cherub Contemplation; 

And the mute Silence hift along, jj 

'Lefs Philomel will deign a fong. 

In her fweeteft, faddeft plight. 

Smoothing the rugged brow of night. 

While Cynthia checks her dragon yoke. 

Gently o'er th' accuftom'd oak ; 60 

Sweet bird that fhunn'ft the noife of folly. 

Moil mufical, moft melancholy 1 

Thee, chauntrefs, oft, the woods among, 

I woo to hear thy even-fong ; 

And miffing thee, I walk unfeen 65 

On the dry fmooth-ihaven green. 

To behold the wandering moon. 

Riding near her higheft noon. 

Like one that had been led aftray 

Through the Heav'n's wide pathlefs way, 70 

And oft, as if her head (he bow'd. 

Stooping through a fleecy cloud. 

Oft on a plat of rifing ground, 

I hear the far-off Curfeu found. 

Over fome wide-water'd fhore, 75 

Swinging flow with fullen roar ; 

Or if the air will not permit. 

Some flill removed place will fit. 

Where glowing embers through the room 

Teach light to counterfeit a gloom, 80 
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Far from all refort of mirths 

Save the cricket on the hearth. 

Or the belman*s droufy charm. 

To blefs the doors from nightly harm : 

Or let my lamp at midnight hour, 85 

Be feen in fome high lonely tower. 

Where I may oft out-watch the Bear, 

With thrice great Hermes, or unfphere 

The fpirit of Plato to unfold 

What worlds, or what vaft regions, hold 90 

The immortal mind that hath forfook 

Her manfion in this flefhly nook : 

And of thofe Demons that are found 

In fire, air, flood, or under ground, 

Whofe power hath a true confent ; 95 

With planet, or with element. 

Sometime let gorgeous tragedy 

In fcepter'd pall come fweeping by, 

Prefenting Thebes', or Pelops' line. 

Or the tale of Troy divine, 100 

Or what (though rare) of later age 

Ennobled hath the bufkmM ftage. 

But, O fad Virgin, that thy power 

Might raife Mufaeus from his bower. 

Or bid the foul of Orpheus fing loc 

Such notes as, warbled to the ftring. 

Drew iron tears down Pluto's cheek. 

And made Hell grant what love did feek. 

Or call up him that left half told 

The llory of Cambufcan bold, 1 19 

Of 
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Of Camball> and of Algarfifc, 
And who had Canace to wife. 
That own'd the virtuous ring and ghSs, 
And of the wondrous horfe of brafs. 
On which the Tartar king did ride ; 1 1 ^ 

And if ought elfe great bards beiide 
In fage and folemn tunes hare fung. 
Of tumeys and of trophies hung. 
Of forefts, and inchantments drear. 
Where more is meant than meets the car. 120 

Thus night oft fee me in thy pale career. 
Till civil-fuited mom appear. 
Not trickt and frounct as fhe was wont 
With the Attic boy to hunt. 

But kercheft in a comely cloud, 12: 

While rocking winds are piping loud. 
Or ulher'd with a fhower ^, 
When the guft hath blown his fill. 
Ending on the rufsling leaves. 

With minute drops from off the eaves. i j# 

And when the fun begins to fling 
His flaring beams, me, Goddefs, bring 
To arched walks of twilight groves. 
And ftiadows brown that Sylvan loves 
Of pine, or monumental oak, Ijr 

Where the rude ax with heaved flroke 
Was never heard the Nymphs to daunt. 
Or fright them from their hallowM haunt. 
There in clofe covert by fome brook. 
Where no profaner eye may look, 140 

4 Hide 
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Hide me from day's garifh eye. 

While the bee with honied thigh. 

That at her flowery work doth fing. 

And the waters murmuring. 

With fuch concert as they keep, 145 

Endce the dewy-feather*d ileep ; 

And let feme llrange myflerious dream 

Wave at his wings in aery llream 

Of lively portraiture difplay'd. 

Softly on my eye-lids laid. lj|0 

And as I wake, fweet mufic breathe 

Above, about, or underneath. 

Sent by fome Spirit to mortals good. 

Or th' unfeen Genius of the wood. 

But let my due feet never fail ir^i 

To walk the ftudious cloyfter's pale. 

And love the high embowed roof. 

With antic pillars mafly proof. 

And ftoried windows richly dight. 

Calling a dim religious light. 160 

There let the pealing organ blow. 

To the full-voic'd quire below. 

In fervice high, and anthems clear. 

As may with fweetnefs, through mine ear, 

Biffolve me into extafies, 1 5-. 

And bring all Heav'n before mine eyes. 

And may at lafl my weary age 

Find out the peaceful hermitage. 

The hairy gown and mofTy cell. 

Where I may fit and rightly fpell 170 

or 
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Of every flar that Heav'n doth fhew. 

And every herb that lips the dew : 

Till old experience do attain 

To fomething like prophetic ftrain. 

Thefe pleafures. Melancholy, give, 175 

And I with thee will choofe to live. 



XV. 
ARCADES*. 

Part of an Entertainment prefented to the Countefs 
Dowager of Derby at Harefield, by fome noble per- 
fons of her family, who appear on the fcene in paf- 
toral habit, moving toward the, feat of ftate, with 
this Song. 

I. SONG. 

LOOK Nymphs, and Shepherds look. 
What fudden blaze of majefty 
Is that which we from hence defcry. 
Too divine to be miftook : 

This, this is fhe 5 

To whom our vows and wifhes bend ; 
Here our folemn fearch hath end. 

•if- This poem is only part of an Entertainment, or Majk^ as it 
is alfo ihtitled in Milton^s Manufcript, the reft probably being of 
a different nature, or compofed by a different hand. 

Fame, 
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Time, that her high worth to raife, 

Seem'd erll fo lavifh and profufc. 

We may j ulUy now accufe 1 a 

Of detradHon from her praife ; 

Lefs than half we find exprefl, 

£11^7 bid conceal the reft 

Mark what radiant ilate (he {preads> 

In circle round her ihining throne, 15 

Shooting her beams like filver threads : 

This, this is fhe alone. 

Sitting like a Goddefs bright. 

In the center of her light. 

Might fhe the wife Latona be, 20 

Or the towered Cybele, 
Mother of a hundred Gods ; 
Juno dares not give her odds ; 

Who had thought this clime had held 

A deity fo unparalleled ? a 5 

s 
As they come forward, the Genius of the wood ap- 
pears, and, turning toward them, fpeaks. 

GENIUS. 
STAY, gentle Swains, for though in this difguife, 
I fee bright honor fparkle through your eyes ; 
Of famous Arcady ye are, and fprung 
Of that renowned Hood, fo often fung. 
Divine Alpheus, who by fecret fluce 30 

Stole under feas to meet his Arethufe ; 
Vol. XII. I And 
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And ye, the breathing rofes of the wood. 
Fair filver-bufkin'd Nymphs as great and good, 
Hcnovv this queft of yours, and free intent 
Was all in honor and devotion meant 3 J 

To the great millrefs of yon princely fhrinc. 
Whom with low reverence I adore as mine. 
And with all helpful fervice will comjJy 
To further this night's glad folenmity ; 
And lead you where ye may more near behold 40 
What fhallow-fearching Fame hath left untold ; 
Which I full oft amidft thefe fhades alone 
Have fat to wonder at, and gaze upon : 
For know by lot from Jove I am the Power 
Of this fair wood, and live in oaken bower, 45 

To nurfe the faplings tall, and curl the grove 
With ringlets quaint, and wanton windings wove. 
And all my plants I fave from nightly ill 
Of noifome winds, and blafting vapors chill : 
And from the boughs brulh off the evil dew, 50 

And heal the harms of t^arting thunder blue. 
Or what the crofs dire -looking planet fmites. 
Or hurtful worm with canker'd venom bites. 
When evening gray doth rife, I fetch my round 
Over the mouut, and all this hallow'd ground, 55 
And early, ere the odorous breath of mom 
' Awakes the flumbering leaves, or taffePd horn 
Shakes the high thicket, hafte I all about. 
Number my ranks, and vifit every fprout 
With puiffant words, and murmurs made to blefs; 6# 
But elfe in deep of night, when drowfmefs 

Hath 
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Ifeth locked up mortal fenfe, then liftcn I 

To the celeftial Syrens' harmony. 

That fit upon the nine infolded fpheres. 

And fing to thofe that hold the vital fhears> (5 

And turn the adamantin ipindle round. 

On which the fate of Gods and men is womid. 

Such fweet compuliion doth in mufic lie. 

To lull the daughters of Neceflity, 

And keep unfteddy Nature to her law, 70 

And the low world in meafurM motion draw 

After the heavenly tune, which none can hear 

Of human mold with grofs unpurged ear ; 

And yet fuch mufic worthiell were to blaze 

The peerlefs highth of her immortal praife, 75 

Whofe luflre leads us, and for her moft fit. 

If my inferior hand or voice could hit 

Inimitable founds ; yet, as we go. 

Whatever the fkill of lefTer Gods can fliow, 

I will afiay, her worth to celebrate, 80 

Ai\d fo attend ye tdward her glittering ftate ; 

Where you may all that are of noble flem 

Approach and kifs her facred veflure's hem. 

II. SON G* 

O'ER the fmooth enamel'd green, 

Where no print of flep hath been, 8 c 

Follow me as I fing. 

Arid touch the warbled firing, 
Under the Ihady roof 
Of branching elm flar-proof. 

I 2 Fo]1qv9 
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Follow mc, 90 

I will bring you where (he fits. 
Clad in fplendor as befits 

Her deity. 
Such a rural Qjjeea 
All Arcadia hath not feen, 95 

III. SONG. 
NYMPHS and Shepherds, dance no more 
By fandy Ladon's lilied banks ; 
On old Lycaeus or Cyllene hoar 

Trip no more in twifight ranks ; 
Though Erymanth your lofs deplore, loo 

A better foil fhall give you thanks. 
From the ftony Maenalus 
Bring your flocks, and live with us ; 
Here ye fhall have greater grace, * 

To ferve the Lady of this place. 105 

Though Syrinx your Pan's mi.ftrefs were. 
Yet Syrinx well might wait on her. 
Such a rural Queen 
All Arcadia hath not feen. 



XVL A 
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MASK 



PRESENTED 



At Ludlow-Gastle, 1634, 



BEFORE 



The Earl of Bridgewater, then 
Prefident of W a l e 8. 



V 



I 3 THE 
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THE PERSONS. 

The attendant Spirit, afterwards in the habit of 

Thyrfis. 
C o M V s with his crew. 
The Lady. 
Firft Brother, 
Second Brother. 
S A B K I K A the Nymph, 



The chief perfons who prefented were» 

The Lord B r a c k l t. 

Mr. Thomas EgertonUs brother* 

The Lady Alice Egerton. 
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The Made was prefented in 1634, and confequently In 
the 20th year of our author's age. In the title-pag« 
of the firft edition, printed in 1637, it is faid that it 
was prefented on Michaelmas nighty and there v/as 
this motto> 

" Ehcu quid volui mifero mihi ! floribus aullrum 
"Perditus " 

In this edition, and in that of Milton's poems in 16^5, 
there was prefixed to the Malk the following dedi- 
cation. 

To the Right Honorable 

John Lord Vifcount Brackly, fon and heir appa- 
rent to the Earl of Bridgewater, ^r. 

My Lord, 

THIS poem, which received its firft occafion of 
birth from yourfelf and others of your noble fa- 
mily, and much honor .from your own perfon in the 
performance, now returns again to make a final dedi- 
cation of itfelf to you. Although not openly acknow- 
ledged by the author, yet it is a legitimate offspring, 
fo lovely, and fo much deiired, that the often copying 
of it hath tir'd my pen to give my feveral friends fatis- 
fadion, and brought me to a neceifity of producing it 
to the public view ; and now to ofi'er it up in all right- 
ful devotion to thofe fair hopes, and rare endowments 
of your much promifmg youth, which give a full afTu- 
I 4 ranee. 
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ranee, to all that know you, of a future excellence. 
Live, fweet Lord, to be the honor of your name ; and 
receive this as your own, from the hands of him, who 
hatli by many favors been long oblig'd to your moft 
honor 'd parents; and as in this reprefentation your at- 
tendant Thyrfis, fo now in all real expreffion 



Your faithful and mofl: 

humble Servant, 

H. L A W £ s« 
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A MASK. 

The firfl: Scene difcovers a wild Wood. 

The attendant Spirit defcends or enters. 

BEFORE the ftarry threshold of Jove's court 
My manfion is, where thofe immortal fhapes 
Of bright aereal Spirits live infpher'd 
In regions mild of calm and ferene air. 
Above the fmoke and ftir of this dim fpot, 5 

Which men call Earth, and with low-thoughted care 
Confin'd, and peller'd in this pin -fold here. 
Strive to keep up a frail and feverilh being. 
Unmindful of the crown that Virtue gives 
After this mortal change to her true fervants 10 

Amongft the enthron'd Gods on fainted feats. 
Yet fome there be that by due fteps afpire 
To lay their juft hanc^yn that golden key. 
That opes the palace of eternity : 
To fuch my errand is ; and but for fuch, I r 

I would nqt foil thefe pure ambrofial weeds 
With the rank vapors of this fm-worn mold. 

But to my tafk. Neptune, befides the fway 
Of every fait flood, and each ebbing ftream. 
Took in by lot 'twixt high and nether Jove 20 

Imperial rule of all the fea-girt iles. 
That like to rich and various gems inlay 

The 
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The unadorned bofom of the deep. 
Which he to grace his tributary Gods 
By courfe commits to feveral government, 25 

And gives tjiem leave to wear their fapphire crowns, 
And wield their little tridents : but this lie. 
The greateft and the beft of all the main. 
He quarters to his blue-hair'd deities ; 
And all this traft that fronts the falling fun 30 

A noble Peer of mickle trufl and power 
Has in his charge, with tempered awe to guide 
An old, and haughty nation proud in arms : 
Where his fair offspring nurs'd in princely lor§ 
yVre coming to attend their father's ftate, 35 

And new-intruded fcepter; but their way 
Lies through the perplex'd paths of this drear wood. 
The nodding horror of whofe fhady brows 
Threats the forlorn and wandering paiTenger; 
y And here their tender age might fuffer peril, 40 

But that by quick command from fovran Jove 
I was difpatch'd for their defenfe and guard ; 
And liften why, for I will tell you now 
What never yet was heard in We or fong. 
From old or modern bard, in hall or bower. 45 

Bacchus, that firft from out the purple grape 
Crufti'd the fweet poifon of mif-ufed wine. 
After the Tufcan mariners transformed, 
Coafting the Tyrrhene ihore, as the winds lifted. 
On Circe's iland fell : (Who knows not Circe 50 
The daughter of the fun ? whofe charm'd cup 
Whoever tafted, loll his upright ihape, 

4 And 
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And downward fell into ja groveling fwine) 

This Nymph that gaz'd upon his duftering locks. 

With ivy berries wreath'd, and his blithe youth, 55 

Had by him, ere he parted thence, a fon 

Much like his father, but his mother more. 

Whom therefore fhe brought up, and Comus nam'd. 

Who, ripe, and frolic of his full grown age. 

Roving the Celtic and Iberian fields, 60 

At laft betakes him to this ominous wood. 

And in thick ihelter of black fhades imbower'd 

Excels his mother at her mighty art. 

Offering to every weary traveller 

ffis orient liquor in a cryftal glafs, 6^ 

To quench the drouth of Phoebus, which as they tafte, 

(For moft do tafte through fond intemperate thirft) 

Soon as the potion works, their human count'nance, 

Th* exprefs refemblance of the Gods, is chang'd 

Into fonje brutifh form of wolf, or bear, 70 

Or ounce, or tiger, hog, or bearded goat. 

All other parts remaining as they were ; 

And they, fo perfeft is their mifery, 

Kot once perceive their foul disfigurement. 

But boaft themfelvcs more comely than before, 75 

And all their friends and native home forget. 

To roll with pleafure in a fenfual fly. 

Tjierefore when any favor'd of high Jove 

(Chances to pafs through this adventrous glade. 

Swift as the fparkle of a glancing ftar 89 

I ihoot from Heav'n, to give him fafc convoy. 

As now I do ; But fird I muil put o&' 

Thefe 
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Thele my fky robes {pun ont of Iris' woof^ 
And take the weeds and likenefs of a fwain> 
Tliat to the fervice x)f this boufe belongs, Sc 

Who with his foft pipe, and fmooth dittied fong. 
Well knows to ftill the wild winds when they roar. 
And hirlh the waving woods, nor of lefs faidi. 
And in this office of his mountain watch, 
Likeliefl, and near eft to the prefent aid oo 

Of this occafion. But I hear the tread 
Of hateful fleps, I muft be viewlefs now. 

Comus enters with a charming-rod in one hand, his 
glafs in the other ; with him a rout of monilers, 
headed like fundry forts of wild beafts, but other- 
wife like m<en and women, their apparel gliftering; 
they come in maldng a riotous and unruly noifc, 
with torches in their hands. 

Com. The ftar that Hds the fhepherd fold. 
Now the top of Heav'n doth hold. 
And the gilded car of day pc 

His glowing axle doth allay 
In the Heep Atlantic fbeam. 
And the Hope fun his upward beam 
Shoots againft the dufky pole, '' 

Pacing toward the other goal lOb 

Of his chamber in the eaft. 
Mean while welcome Joy, and Feaft, 
Midnight Shout, and Revelry, 
Tipfy Dance, and Jollity. 

Braid your locks with rofy twine, 105 

Dropping odors, dropping wine. 

Rigor 
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Rigor now is gone to bed. 

And Advice with fcrupulous headj 

Stria Age, and four Severity, 

With their grave faws io flumber lie. IIO 

We that are of purer fire 

Imitate the ftarry quire. 

Who, in their mightly watchful fplieres. 

Lead in fwift round the months and years. 

The founds and feas, with all their finny drove, 1 15 

Now to the moon in wavering morrice move ; 

And on the tawny fands and fhelves 

Trip the pert faeries and the dapper elves. 

By dimpled brook, and fountain brim. 

The Wood-Nymphs deck'd with dailies trim, i29 

Their merry wakes and palHmes keep : 

What hath night to do with fleep ? 

Night hath better fweets to prove, 

Venus now wakes, and wakens love. 

Come let us our rites begin, 125 

'Tis only day-light that makes fin. 

Which thefe dun fliades will ne'er report. 

Hail Goddefs of nodurnal fport, 

Dark-veird Cotytto, t' whom the fecret flame 

Of midnight torches burns ; myfterious dame, ijo 

That ne'er art call'd, but when the dragon womb 

Of Stygian darknei^ fpits her thickeft gloom. 

And makes one blot of all the air. 

Stay thy cloudy ebon chair. 

Wherein thou rid'ft with Hecat', and befriend 135 

Us thy vow'd priefts, till utmofl end 

Of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MILTON'S POEMS. 

Of all thy dues be done, and none left out. 

Ere the blabbing eaftern fcout. 

The nice mom on th' Indian fteep 

From her cabin'd loophole peep^ 14O 

And to the tell-tale fun defcry 

Our concealed folemnity. 

Come, knit hands, and beat the ground 

In a light fantaflic round. 

The Measure* . 

Break oiF, break off, I feel the different pace 145 

Of fome chafte footing near about this ground. 

Run to your fhrouds, within thcfe brakes and trees ; 

Our number may affright: Some virgin fure 

(For fo I can diftinguilh by mine art) 

Benighted in thefe woods. Now to my charms, 150 

And to my wily trains ; I Ihall ere long 

Be well-ftock'd with as fair a herd as graz'd 

About my mother Circe. Thus I hurl 

My dazling fpells into the fpungy air. 

Of power to cheat the eye with blear illufion, 155 

And give it falfe prefentments, left the place 

And my quaint habits breed aftoniftiment. 

And put the damfel to fufpicious flight. 

Which muft not be, for that 's againft my courfe; 

I under fair pretence of friendly ends, 160 

And well-plac'd words of gloziiig courtefy 

Baited with rcafons not unplaufible. 

Wind nie into the eafy-hearted man^ 

And hug him into fnares. When once her eye 

Hath 
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Hath met the virtae of this magic daft, luj 

I ihall appear fome harmlefs villager. 

Whom thrift keeps up about his country gear. 

But here ihe comes> I fairly ftep aiide. 

And hearkeli, if I may, her bufinefs here. 

The Lady enters. 

This way the noife was, if mine car be true, 17Q 

My heft guide now; methought it was the found 

Of riot and ill-manag'd merriment. 

Such as the jocund flute, or gamefome pipe, 

Stirs up among the loofe unlettered hinds. 

When for their teeming flocks, and granges full, 175 

In wanton dance they praife the bounteous Pan, 

And thank the Gods amifs. I fhould be loath 

To meet the rudencfs and fwill'd infolence 

Of fuch late wafTailers ; yet O where elfe 

Shall I inform my unacquainted feet 1 80 

In the blind mazes of this tangled wood ? 

My Brothers; when they faw me wearied out 

With this long way, refolving here to lodge 

Under the fpreading favor of thefe pines, 

Stept, as they faid, to the next thicket fide 185 

To bring me berries, or fuch cooling fruit 

As the kind hofpitable woods provide. 

They left me then, when the gray-hooded Even, 

Like a fad votarift in palmer's weed, 

Rofc from the hindmoft wheels of Phosbus* wain, 190 

But where they are, and why they came not back, 

Ij now the labor of my thoughts; 'tis likelieil 

They 
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d engag'd tlicir wanderiog fbeps loo Ear, 
And envious darkne^ ere they could retani> 
Had dole them from me; eUe, O thierifii Ni^tG, 195 
Why ihould'il thou» boe for ibme fekmiotts en4» 
In thy dark kntcm thus clofe up the flars. 
That nature hung in Heav'n, and fill'd their lamps 
With everlafHng oil, to give doe light 
To the milled and loAely traveller ? 200 

This is the place> as well as I may guefs. 
Whence even now the tuault of loud mirth 
Was rife, and perfed in my liftehtng ear. 
Yet nought but iingle darkneis do I find. 
What might this be ? A thonfand £uitaiie8 205 

Begin to throng into my memory. 
Of calling ihapes, and beckoning fhadows dire^ 
And aery tongues, that fyllable mens names 
On fands, and (hores, and defert wildemefTes. 
Thefe thoughts may ilartle well, but not aflound 210 
The virtuous mind, that ever walks attended 
By a (Irong fiduig champion, conjcience.-— 

welcome purc-cy'd Faith, white*handed Hope* 
Thou hovering Angel girt with golden wings. 

And thou unblemiih'd form of Chaitity ; 215 

1 fee you vifibly, and now believe 

That he, the Supreme Good, t' whom all things iU 

Are but as flavifh officers of vengeance. 

Would fend a glittering guardian, if need were. 

To keep my life and honor unailail'd. 220 

Was I deceiv'd, or did a fable cloud 

Turn forth her filver lining on the night ? 

3 I did 
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I did not err, there docs a fable cloud 

Turn forth her filver lining on the night. 

And cafts a gleam over this tufted grove. 225 

I cannot hallow to my Brothers, but 

Such noife as I can make to be heard fartheft 

ril venture, for my new inliven'd fpirits 

Prompt me ; and they perhaps are not far off. 

SONG. 

SWEET Echo, fweeteft nymph, that liv'ft unfeen 
Within thy aery ihcll. 
By flow Meander's margent green. 
And in the violet-embroider'd vale. 

Where the love-lorn nightingale 
Nightly to thee her fad fong mourneth well ; 235 

Canil thou not tell me of a gentle pair 
That liked thy Narciflus are ? 

O if thou have 
Hid them in fome flowery cave. 

Tell me but where, 240 

Sweet queen of parly, daughter of the fphere. 
So may'ft thou be tranflated to the fkies. 
And give lefounding grace to all Heaven's harmonies. 

Com. Can any mortal mixture of earth *o mold 
Breathe fuch divuie inchanting ravifhment ? 245 

Sure fome thing holy lodges in that breall, 
And with thefe raptures moves the vocal air 
To teftify his hidden refidence : 
How fweetly did they flote upon the wings 

Vol. XIJ. K Of 
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_. ce, through the empty .vaulted night, 250 

At every fall fmoothing the raven down 

Of darknefs till it fmil'd ! I have oft heard 

My mother Circe with the Syrens three, 

Amidft the flowery-kirded Naiades 

Culling their potent herbs, and baleful drugs, 255 

Who as they fung, would take the prifon'd foul. 

And lap it in Elyiium ; Scylla wept. 

And chid her barking waves into attention. 

And fell Charybdis murmur'd foft applaufe : 

Yet they in pleafing flumber lull'd the fenfe, 260 

And in fweet madnefs robb'd it of itfelf ; 

But fuch a facred, and home-felt delight. 

Such fober certainty of waking blifs, 

I never heard till now. I'll fpeak to her. 

And (he Ihall be my queen. Hail, foreign wonder, 265 

Whom certain thefe rough (hades did never breed, 

Unlefs the Goddefs that in rural ftirine 

Dwell' ft here with Pan, or Sylvan, by bleft fong 

Forbidding every bleak unkindly fog 

To touch the profperous growth of this tall wood. 270 

La. Nay, gentle Shepherd, ill is loft that praife 
That is addrefs'd to unattending ears ; 
Not any boaft of fkill, but extreme ftiift 
How to regain my fever'd company, 
Compeird me to awake the courteous Echo 275 

To give me anfwer from her moffy couch. [thus ? 
Com. What chance, good Lady, hath bereft you 
La. Dim darknefs, and this leafy labyrinth. 

Com. 
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Com. Could that divide you from near-uinenng 
guides ? 

La. They left me weary on a grafly turf. 280 

Com. By falfhood, or difcourtefy, or why ? 

La. To feek i'th' valley fome cool friendly fpring. 

Com. And left your fair fide all unguarded. Lady ? 

La. They were but twain, and purposed quick re- 
turn. 

Com. Perhaps fore-ftalling night prevented them. 

La. How eafy my misfortune is to hit ! 

Com. Imports their lofs, befide the prefent need ? 

La. No lefs than if I fhould my Brothers lofe. 

Com. Were they of manly prime, or youthful 
bloom ! 

La. As fmooth as Hebe's their unrazor'd lips, 290 

Com. Two fuch I faw, what time the labored ox 
In his loofe traces from the furrow came. 
And the fwinkt hedger at his fupper fat ; 
I faw them under a green mantling vine 
That crawls along the fide of yon fmall hill, 295 

Plucking ripe clutters from the tender fhoots ; 
Their port was more than human, as they flood : 
I took it for a faery vifion 
Of fome gay creatures of the clement. 
That in the colors of the rainbow live, 300 

And play i'th' plighted clouds. I was aw-ftruck. 
And as I pad, I worlhipt ; if thofe you feek. 
It were a journey like the path to Heaven, 
To help you find them. 

La. Gende Villager, 

K 2 ^Vhat 
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w nai readied way would bring me to that place ? 305 

Com. Due weft it rifes from this (hrubby point. 

La. To find out that, good Shepherd, I fuppofe. 
In fuch a fcant allowance of ftar- light. 
Would overtalk the beft land -pilot's art, 
Without the fure guefs of well-prad:is'd feet. 310 

Com. I know each lane, and every alley green. 
Dingle, or buQiy dell of this wild wood. 
And every bofky bourn from fide to fide. 
My daily walks and ancient neighbourhood; 
And if your ftray-attendence be yet lodg'd, 315 

Or fhroud within thefe limits, I (hall know 
Ere morrow wake, or the low-roofted lark 
From her thatcht pallat roufe ; if otherwife, 
I can condudl you. Lady, to a low 
But loyal cottage, where you may be fafe 320 

Till further queft. 

La. Shepherd, I take thy word. 
And truft thy boneft ofFer'd courtcfy. 
Which oft is fooner found in lowly (beds 
With fmoky rafters, than in tap*ftry halls 
And courts of princes, where it firft was nam'd, 325 
And yet is moft pretended : In a place 
Lefs warranted than this, or lefs fecure, 
I cannot be, that I fhould fear to change it. 
Eye me, bleft Providence, and fquare my trial 
To my proportion'd ftrength ! Shepherd, lead on. 330 
The two Brothers. 

I Bro. Unmuffie, ye faint Stars, and thou fiwrMooni 
That wont* ft to love the traveller's bcnizon, 
v. ■• ^ Stcop 
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Stoop thy pale vifage through an amber cloud 

And difmherit Chaos, that reigns here 

In double night of darknefs and of fhades ; 335 

Or if your influence be quite damm'd up 

With black ufurping mills, fome gentle taper. 

Though a ru(h candle from the wicker hole 

Of fome clay habitation, vifit us 

With thy long levei'd rule of ftreaming light, 340 

And thou ihalt be our flar of Arcady, 

OrTyrian Cynofure. 

2 Bro. Or if our eyes 
Be barr'd that happinefs, might we but hear 
The folded flocks penn'd in their watled cotes. 
Or found of paftoral reed ^ith oaten flops, 345 

Or whiflle from the lodge, or viUage cock 
Count tlie night watches to his featliery dames, 
'Twould be fome folace yet, fome little chearing 
In this clofc dungeon of innumerous boughs. 
But O that haplcfs virgin, our loft Sifter, 350 

Where may fhe wander now, whither betake her 
From the chill dew, amongft rude burs and thiftles ? 
Perhaps fome cold bank is her bolfter now. 
Or 'gainft the rugged bark of fome broad elm 
Leans her unpillow'd head fraught with fad fears. 355 
What if in wild amazement, and afiright. 
Or, while we fpeak, within the direful grafp 
Of favage hunger, or of favage heat ? 

I Br.0. Peace, Brother, be not over-exquifite 
To caft the faftiion of uncertain evils : 360 

For grant they be fo, while they re^l unknown, 

K 3 What 
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red a man foreftall his date of grief. 
And run to meet what he would moft avoid ? 
Or if they be but falfe alarms of fear. 
How bitter is fuch felf-delufion ? 365 

I do not think my Sifter fo to feek. 
Or fo unprincipled in virtue's book> 
And the fweet peace that goodnefs bofoms ever. 
As that the fmgle want of light and noife 
(Not being in danger, as I truft ftie is not) 37® 

Could ftir the conftant mood of her calm thoughts. 
And put them into mif-becoming plights 
Virtue could fee to do what virtue would 
By her own radiant light, though fun and moon 
Were in the flat fea funk. And wifdom's felf 375 
Oft feeks to fweet retir'd folitude. 
Where with her beft nurfe contemplation 
She plumes herieathers, and lets grow her wbgs. 
That in the various buftle of refort 
Were all too ruffled, and fometimes impair'd, 380 
He that has light within his own clear breaft 
May fit i'th' center, and enjoy bright day : = 
But he that hides a dark foul, and foul thoughts. 
Benighted walks under the mid-day fun ; 
Himfelf is his own dungeon. 

2 Bro. 'Tis moft true, jSj 

That mufmg meditation moft affedls 
The penfive fecrecy of defert cell. 
Far from the chearful haunt of men and herdsr 
And fits as fafe as in a fenate houfe ; 
For who would rob a hermit of his wce,ds, 390 

Eis 
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His few books, or his beads, or maple dUh^ 

Or do his gray hairs any violence ? 

But beauty, like the fair Hefperian tree 

Laden with blooming gold> had need the guard 

Of dragon-watch with nninchanted eye, 39J 

To fave her bloffomsi and defend heigfruit 

From the ra(h hand of bold incontinence* 

You may as well fpread out the unfunn'd heaps 

Of mifers' treafure by an out-law's den. 

And tell me it is fafe, as bid me hope 4OO 

Danger will wink on opportunity. 

And let a fingle helplefs maiden pafs 

Uninjur'd in this wild furrounding waile* 

Of night, or lonelinefs it recks me not ; 

I fear the dread events that dog them both, 40J 

Left feme ill-greeting touch attempt the pcrfon 

Of our unowned Sifter. 

1 Bro. I do not. Brother, 

Infer, as if 1 thought my Sifter's ftate 

Secure without all doubt, or controverfy : 

Yet where an equal poife of hope and fear 410 

Dpes arbitrate th' event, my nature is 

That I incline to hope, rather than fear. 

And gladly banifh fquint fufpicion. 

My Sifter is not fo defenfelefs left 

As you imagin; fhe' has a hidden ftrength 415 

Which you remember not. 

2 Bro. What hidden ftrength, 

Unlefs the ftrength of Heav'n, if you mean that ? 
1 Bro. I mean that too, but yet a hidden ftrength, 
K 4 Which 
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if Heav'n gave it, may be term'd her own : 
'Tis chafljty, my Brother, chaftity : 420 

She that has that, is clad in complete fteel. 
And like a quiver'd nymph with arrows keen 
May trace huge forefts, and unharbour'd heaths. 
Infamous hills, ind fandy perilous wilds. 
Where, through the facred rays of chaftity, 425 

No favage fierce, bandite, or mountaneer 
Will dare to foil her virgin purity : 
Yea there, where very defolation dwells. 
By grots, and caverns ftiagg'd with horrid fhades. 
She may pafs on with unblench'd majefty, 430 

Be it not done in pride, or in prefumption. 
Some fay no evil thing that walks by night. 
In fog, or fire, by lake, or moorilh fen. 
Blue meager hag, or ftubborn unlaid ghoft. 
That breaks his magic chains at Curfeu time, 435 
No goblin, or fwart faery of the mine. 
Hath hurtful power o'er true virginity. 
Do ye believe me yet, or Ihall I call 
Antiquity from the old fchools of Greece 
To tcftify the arms of Chaftity ? 44a 

Hence had the huntrefs Dian her dread bow. 
Fair filver-llia^ted queen, for ever chafte. 
Wherewith ftie tam'd the brinded lionefs 
Arid fpctted mountain pard, but fet at nought 
The frivolous belt of Cupid ; Gods and men 445 
Fear'd her ftern frown, and (he was queen o'tli' woods. 
What was that fnaky-headed Gorgcn (hield. 
That wife Minerva wore, unconquer'd virgin. 

Wherewith 
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Wherewith (he freez'd her foes to congeaPd ftc 

But rigid looks of chafle aufterity, 450 

And noble grace that dalh'd brute violence 

With fudden adoration, and blank awe ? 

So dear to Heav'n is faindy chaftity. 

That when a foul is found fincerely fo, 

A thoufand liveried Angels lacky her, 455 

Driving far off each thing of fin and guilt. 

And in clear dream, and folemn vifion. 

Tell her of things that no grofs ear can hear. 

Till oft converfe with heav'nly habitants 

Begin to caft a beam on th' outward (hape, 460 

The unpolluted temple of the mind. 

And turns it by degrees to die foul's effence. 

Till all be made immortal : hut when luft. 

By unchafte looks, loofe geftures, and foul talk. 

But moft by leud and lavifh ad of fin, 465 

Lets in defilement to the inward parts. 

The foul grows clotted by contagion, 

Imbodies, and jmbrutes, till ihe quite lofe 

The divine property of her firll being. 

Such are thofe thick and gloomy fhadows damp 470 

Oft feen in charnel vaults, and fepulchers. 

Lingering, and fitting by a new-made grave. 

As loath to leave the body that it lov'd. 

And link'd itfelf by carnal fenfuality 

To a degenerate and degraded ftate. 475 

2 Bro. How charming is divine philofophy I 
Not harfli, and crabbed, as dull fools fuppofe. 
But mufical as is Apollo's lute. 

And 
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perpetual fcaft of neftar'd fwcctt. 
Where no crude furfeit reigns. 

iBro. Lift, lift, I bear 480 

Some far olF hallow Inreak the filent air. 

2 Bro. Methought fo too; what (hoold it be ? 

1 Bro. For certain 

Either fome one like us night-fonnder'd here. 
Or elfe fome neighbour wood-man, or, at worft, 
^ome roving robber calling to his fellows. 485 

2 Bro. Heav'n keep my Sifter I Again, ag^n, and 
Beft draw, and ftand upon our guard. [near; 

1 Bro. I'll hallow; 

If he be friendly, he comes well; if not, 
Defenfe is a good caufe, and Heav'n be for us. 

The attendant Spirit, habited like a fhepherd. 

That hallow I (hoold know, what are you ? fpeak ; 490 
Come not too near, you fall on iron ftakes elfe. 
Spi. What voice is that? my young Lord? fpcak 
again. 

2 Bro. O brother, 'tis my father's fhepherd, fare. 

I Bro. Thyrfis? whofe artful ftrains have oft dc- 
d 

brook to hear his madrigal, 495 

1 every mufkrofe of the dale, 
loii here, good Swain ? hath any ram 
I fold, or young kid loft his dam, 
wether the pent flock forfook ? 
Jiou find this dark fequefter'd nook ? 500 
4 Spi- 
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Spi. O my lov'd mailer's heir, and his next . 
I came not here on fuch a trivial toy 
As a ilray'd ewe, or to purfue the ftealth 
Of pilfering wolf; not all the fleecy wealth 
That doth enrich thefe downs, is worth a thought 505 
To this my errand, and the care it brought. 
But, O my virgin Lady, where is (he ? 
How chance (he is not in your company ? 

I Bro. To tell thee fadly. Shepherd, without blame. 
Or our negledt, we loft her as we came. 5 lo 

Spi. Ay me unhappy ! then my fears are true. 

1 Bro. What fears, good Thyrfis ? Pr'ythee briefly 

Spi. rU tell you; 'tis not vain or fabulous, [ftiew* . 
(Though fo efteem'd by (hallow ignorance) 
What, the fage poets, taught by th' heav'nly Mufe, 5 15 
Story'd of old in high immortal verie. 
Of dire chimera's and inchanted iles. 
And rifted rocks whofe entrance leads to Hell ; 
For fuch there be, but unbelief is blind. 

Within the navel of this hideous woo<i, 52© 

Immur'd in cyprefs ftiades, a forcerer dwells. 
Of Bacchus and o£ Circe bom, great Comus, 
Deep fkiird in all his mother's witcheries. 
And here to every thirfty wanderer 
'By fly enticement gives his baneful cup, 52 j 

With many murmurs mix'd, whofe pleaiing poifon 
The vifage quite transforms of him that drinks. 
And the inglorious likenefs of a beall 
Fixes inftead, unmolding reafon's mintage 
Charader'd in the face ; this have I learnt 530 

Tending; 
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my flocks hard by i'th' hilly crofts. 
That brow this bottom glade, whence night by night 
He and his monftrous rout are heard to howl 
Like ftabled wolves, or tigers at their prey. 
Doing abhorred rites to Hecate 535 

In their obfcured haunts of inmoft bowers. 
Yet have they many baits, and guileful fpells. 
To' inveigle and invite th' unwary fenfe 
Of them that pafs unweeting by the way. 
This evening late, by then the chewing flocks 54a 
Had ta'en their fupper on the favory herb 
Of knot-grafs dew-befprent, and were in fold, 
I fat me down to watch upon a bank 
With ivy canopied, and interwove 
With flaunting honey-fuckle, and began, 545 

Wrapt in a pleafmg fit of melancholy. 
To meditate my rural minllrelfy. 
Till fancy had her fill, but ere a clofe 
The wonted roar was up amid ft the woods. 
And fiU'd the air with barbarous diflbnance; 550 

At which I ceas'd, and liften'd them a while. 
Till an unufual flop qf fudden fllence 
Gave refpit to the droufy- flighted fteeds. 
That draw the litter of clole-curtain'd fleep; 
At laft a foft and folemn breathing found 555 

Rofe like a fteam of rich diftill'd perfumes. 
And flole upon the air, that even Silence 
Was took ere fhe was ware, and wifli'd flie might 
Deny her nature, and be never more, 
Still to be fo difplac'd. I was all ear, 560 

And 
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And took in drains that might create a foul 

Under the ribs of death : but O ere long 

Too well I did perceive it was the voice 

Of my moil bonor'd Lady, your dear Sifter. 

Amaz'd I ftood, harrow'd with grief and fear, 565 

And O poor haplefs nightingale, thought I, 

How fweet thou fing'ft, how near the deadly fnare ! 

Then down the lawns I ran with headlong hafte. 

Through patlis and turnings often trod by day. 

Till guided by mine ear I found the place, ^70 

Where that damn'd wifard hid in fly difguife 

(For fo by certain figns I knew) had met 

Already, ere my beft fpeed could prevent. 

The aidlefi innocent Lady his wifli'd prey. 

Who gently afk'd if he had feen fuch two, 575 

Suppofmg him fome neighbour villager. 

Longer I durft not ftay, but foon I guefs*d 

Ye were the two (lie meant; with that I fprung 

Into fwift flight, till I had found you here. 

But further know I not. 

2 Bro. O night and (hades, 580 

How are ye join'd with Hell in triple knot, 
Againft th' unarmed weaknefs of one virgin 
Alone, and helplefs ! Is this the confidence 
You gave me. Brother ? 

I Bro. Yes, and keep it ftill, 
Lean on it fafely ; not a period 585 

Shall be unfaid for me : againft the threats 
Of malice or of forccry, or that power 
Wliich erring men call Chance, this I hold firm, 

\'irtue' 
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may be aflail'd, but never hurt, 
Surpris'd by unjuft force, but not inthrall'd ; 590 

Yea even that which mifchief meant moft harm. 
Shall in the happy trial prove moft glory : 
But evil on itfelf fhall back recoil. 
And mix no more with goodnefs, when at laft, 
Gather'd like fcum, and fettled to itfelf, 595 

It fhall be in eternal reftlefs change 
Self-fed, and felf-confumed : if this fail. 
The pillar'd firmament is rottennefs. 
And earth's bafe built on ftubl^le. But come let's on. 
Againft th' oppofmg will and arm of Heaven 600 
May never this juft fword be lifted up ; 
But for that damn'd magician, let him be girt 
With all the grifly legions that troop 
Under the footy flag of Acheron, 
Harpies and Hydras, or all the monflrous forms 605 
'Twixt Africa and Ind, I'll find him out. 
And force him to reftore his purchafe back. 
Or drag him by the curls to a foul death, 
Curs'd as his life. 

Spi. Alas! good Ventrous Youth, 
i love thy courage yet, and bold emprife ; 6i« 

But here thy fword can do thee little ftead; 
Far other arms, and other weapons, muft 
Be thofc that quell the might of hellifh charms : 
He with his bare wand can unthred thy joints. 
And crumble all thy finews. 

I Bro. Why pr'ythee. Shepherd, 615 

How durfl thou then thyfelf approach fo near. 



Ai 
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As to make this relation ? 

Spi. Care and utmoft (hifts 
How to fecure the Lady from furprifal. 
Brought to my mind a certain ihepherd lad» 
Of fmall regard to fee to, yet well flcill'd 620 

In every virtuous plant and healing herb. 
That fpreads her verdant leaf to th* morning ray : 
He lov'd me well, and oft would beg me fing ; 
Which when I did, he on the tender grafs 
Would fit, and hearken ev'n to extafy, 625 

And in requital ope his leathern fcrip. 
And (how me fimples of a thoufand names. 
Telling their ftrange and vigorous faculties : 
Amongft the reft a fmall unfightly root. 
Bat of divine efFeft, he cuU'd me out; 6^9 

The leaf was darkilh, and had prickles on it. 
But in another country, as he faid. 
Bore a bright golden flower, but not in this foil : 
Unknown, and like efteem'd, and the dull fwain 
Treads on it daily with his clouted fhoon ; 635 

And yet more medicinal is it than that Moly 
That Hermes once to wife UlyfTes gave ; 
He caird it Hsemony, and gave it me. 
And bad me keep it as of fovran ufe 
'Gainft all inchantments, mildew, blaft, or damp, 640 
Or ghaftly furies' apparition. 
I purs'd it up, but little reckoning made. 
Till now that this extremity compelled : 
But now I find it true ; for by this means 
1 knew the foul inchanter though difguis'd, 645 

Enter'd 
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the very lime-twigs of hb fpells. 
And yet came off : if you have this about you, 
(As 1 will give you when we go) you may 
Boldly aflault the necromancer's hall ; 
Where if he be, with dauntlefs hardihood, 650 

And brandilh'd blade, rufh on him, break his glafs. 
And ihed the lufcious liquor on the ground. 
But feife his wand ; though he and his curs'd crew 
Fierce fign of battel make, and menace high, 
Cr like the fons of Vulcan vomit fmcke, 655 

Yet will they foon retire, if he but fhrink. 

I Bro. Thyrfis, lead on apace. Til follow thee, 
Ar.d fome good Angel bear a ihield before us ! 

The Scene changes to a (lately palace, fet out with all 
manner of delicioufnefs : foft muiic, tables fpread 
with all dainties. Comus appears with his rabble, 
and the Lady fet in an inchanted chair, to whom he 
offers his glafs, which (he puts by, and goes about 
to rife. 

Com. Nay, Lady, fit; if I but wave this wand. 
Your nerves are all chain'd up in alabafler, 66c 

And you a ftatue, or as Daphne was 
Root-bound, that fled Apollo. 

La. Fool, do not boaft. 
Thou canft not touch the freedom of my mind 
With all thy charms, although this corporal rind 
Thou hail immanacled, while Heav'n fees good. 665 

Com. Why 
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Com. Why are you vext. Lady ? why do you 1 
Here dwell no frowns, nor anger; frOm thefe gates 
Sorrow flies far : See here be all the pleafures 
l^hat fancy can beget on youthful thoughts^ 
When the frefh blood grows lively, and returns 670 
Brilk as the April buds in primrofe-reafon. 
And firft behold this cordial julep here, 
That flames, and dances in his cryflal bounds* 
With fpi'rits of balm, and fragrant fyrups mix'd. 
Not that Nepenthes, which the wife of TJione 675 
In Egypt gave to Jove-bom Helena, 

Is of fuch power to ftir up joy as this^ 
To life fo friendly, or fo cool to thirft* 

Why fhould you be fo cruel to yourfelf. 

And to thofe dainty limbs which Nature lent 6.8d 

For gentle ufage, and foft delicacy ? 

But you invert the covenants of her truft* 

And harihly deal like an ill borrower 

With that which you received on other terms> 

Scorning the unexempt condition 685 

By which all mortal frailty muft fubfifl, 

Refrefhment after toil, eafe after pain> 

That have been tir'd all day without repaft. 

And tiniely reft have wanted ; but, fair Virgin, 

This will reftore all foon^ 

La. 'Twill not, falfe traitor; 690 

'Twill not reftore the truth and honefty 
That thou haft banifti'd from thy tongue with lies. 
Was this the cottage* and the fafe abode 
Thou toldft me of? What grim afpedts are thefe. 
Vol. XII. L Thefe 
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ugly-headed monfters ? Mercy guard me I 695 
Hence with thy brew'd inchantments, foul deceiver ; 
Haft thou betray'd my credulous innocence 
With vifor'd fal(hood, and bafe forgery ? 
And would'il thou feek again to trap me here 
V/ith liquorlih baits fit to infnare a brute ? 70a 

Were it a draft for Juno when Ihe banquets* 
I would not taHe thy tf eafonous offer ; none 
But fuch as are good men can give good things^ 
And that which is not good« is not deHcious 
To a welUgovern'd and wife appetite. 705 

Com. O fooliihnefs of men ! that lend their ears 
To thofe budge do6^ors of the Stoic for. 
And fetch their precepts from the Cynic tu^ 
Praifmg the lean and fallow Abftinencc. 
Wherefore did Nature pour her bounties forth, 710 
W^ith fuch a full and unwithdrawing hand. 
Covering the earth with odors, fruits, and flocks. 
Thronging the feas with fpawn innumerable* 
But all to pleafe, and (ate the curious taile ? 
And fet to work millions of fpinning worms, 715 

That in their green fhops weave the fmooth-hair'd filk 
To deck her fons, and, that no corner might 
Be vacant of her plenty, in her own loins 
She hatcht th' all-worfhipt ore, and precious gems 
To ftore her children with : if all the world 720 

Should in a pet of temperance feed on pulfe. 
Drink the clear ftream, and nothing wear but frieze, 
Th' all-giver would be' unthank'd, would be unpraisM, 
Not half his riches known, and yet defpis'd. 

And 
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And we fhould ferve him as a grudging mafter. 

As a penurious niggard of his wealthy 

And live like Nature's baflards, not her fonsj 

Who would be quite furcharg'd with her own weight* 

And ftrangled with her wafte fertility, [plumes, 

Th' earth cumber'd, and the wing'd air darkt with 

The herds would over-multitude their lordsi 

The fea o'erfraught would fwell, and th' unfought 

diamonds 
Would fo imblaze the forehead of the deep. 
And fo beftud with ftars, that they below 
Would grow inur'd to light, and come at laft 73 J 
To gaste upon the fun with fhamelefs brows* 
Lift, Lady> be not coy, and be not cofen'd 
With that fame vaunted name Virginity. 
Beauty is Nature's coin, muft not be horded. 
But muft be current, and the good thereof 74(5 

Coniifts in mutual and partaken blifs, 
Unfavory in th' enjoyment of itfelf ; 
If you let flip time, like a negledled rofe 
It withers on the ftalk with languifti'd heada 
Beauty is nature's brag, and muft be ihown 745 

In court's, in feafts, and high folemnities. 
Where moft may wonder at the work man (hip ; 
It b for homely features to keep home. 
They had their name thence ; coarfe complexion* 
And cheeks of forry grain will ferve to ply 750 

The (ampler, and to teafe the hufwife*s wooL 
What need a vermeil-tindur'd lip for that. 
Love-darting eyes, or trcfles like the mom ? 

L 2 There 
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was another meaning in thefe gifts. 

Think what, and be advis'd, you are but young yet. 

La. I had not thought to have unlockt my lips 
In tills unhallow'd air, but that this jugler 
Would think to charm my judgment, as mine eyes. 
Obtruding falfe rules prankt in reafon's garb. 
I hate when vice can bolt her argumebts, 760 

i\nd virtue has no tongue to check her pride. 
Impoftor, do not charge moll innocent Nature, 
As if fhe would her children fhould be riotous 
With her abundance ; Ihe* good caterefs> 
Means her provifion only to the good, 765 

That live according to her fober laws> 
And holy diftate of fpare temperance ! 
If every juft man, that now pines with want« 
Had but a moderate and befeeming (hare 
Of that which lewdly-pamper'd luxury 770 

Now heaps upon fome few with vaft excefs. 
Nature *s full bleffings would be well difpens'd 
In uufuperfluous even proportion. 
And (he no whit incumber'd with her ftore. 
And then the giver would be better thank'd, 775 
His praife due paid ; for fwinifh gluttony 
Ne'er looks to Heav'n amidfl his gorgeous feaH, 
But with befotted bafe ingratitude 
Crams, and blafphemes his feeder. Shall I go on ? 
Or have I faid enough ? To him that dares 780 

Arm his profane tongue with contemptuous words 
Againft the fun-clad power of Chaftity, 
Fain would I fomething fay, yet to what end ? 

. / Thoa 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COMU8, A MASK. 

Thou haft nor ear, nor foul to apprehend 

The (ublime notion, and high myftery, 785 

That muft be utter'd to unfold die fage 

And ferious dodbin of Virginity, 

And thoa art worthy that thou fhouldft not know 

More happinefs than this thy prefent lot. 

Enjoy your dear wit, and gay rhetoric, 790 

That hath (6 well been taught her dazling fence. 

Thou art not fit to hear thyfelf convinced 5 

Yet fhould I try, the uncontrolled worth 

Of this pure caufe would kindle my rapt fpirits 

To fuch a flame of facred vehemence, 795 

That dumb things would be mov'd to fympathize. 

And the brute earth would lend her nerves, and (hake. 

Till all thy magic ftrudures rear'd fo high. 

Were fhatter'd into heaps o'er thy falfe head. 

Com. She fables not, I feel that I do fear 800 

Her words fet oif by fome fuperior power; 
And though not mortal, yet a cold ihuddering dew 
Dips me all «'er, as when the wrath of Jove 
Speaks thunder, and the chains of Erebus 
To fome of Saturn's crew, I muft diffemble, 805 
And try her yet more ftrongly. Come, no more. 
This is mere moral babble, and dired 
Againft the canon laws of our foundation; 
I muft not fufFer this, yet 'tis but the lees 
And fettlings of a melancholy blood : 8 10 

But this will cure all ftrait, one ftp of this 
Will bathe the drooping fpirits in delight 
Beyond the blifs of dreams. Be wife, and tafte,-^ 

L 3 The 
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The Brothers rufh in with fwords drawn, wrell his 
glafs out of his hand, and break it agadnft the ground ; 
his rout make fign of re£ftance, but ^e all driven 
in ; The attendent Spirit comes in. 

Spi. What, have you let the falfe inqhanter fcapc? 
O ye miflook, ye fhould have fnatcht his wand 815 
And bound him fail; without his rod revers'd. 
And backw^d mutters of diflfevering power* 
We cannot free the li^dy that fits here 
In ftony fetters fix'd, ^nd motionlefs : 
Yet flay, be not diAurb'd; now I bethink roe, 8;:q 
Some other me^s I h^ve which may b^ us'd. 
Which once of Melibcpus old I learnt. 
The footheil fhepherd that e'er pip'4 on plains, 
There is a gentle nymph not far from hence. 
That with moifl curb fways the fmqoth Severn ftrcain, 
Sabrina is her name, a virgin pure ; 
Whilome fhe was the daughter of Locrine, 
That had the fcepter from his father Brute. 
She, guildefs damfel, flying the mad purfuit 
Of her enraged (lepdame Gu^ndolen, 830 

Commende4 her fair innocence to the flood. 
That flay*d her flight with his crofs-flowing courfe. 
The water nymphs that in the bottom play'd, 
|ield up their pearled wrijfts and took her in, 
Pearing her flrait to aged Nereus' hall, 835 

"VVho, piteous of her woes, rear'd hex lank head, 

i And 
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And gave her to his daughters to imbatke 

In nedar'd lavers ftrow'd with afphodil> 

And through the porch and iakt of each fenfc 

Dropt in ambrofial oils till fhc revived, 840 

And undenyent a quick immortal change. 

Made Goddefs of the river; ftill ihe retains 

Her maiden gentlenefs, and oft at eve 

Vifits the herds along the twilight meadows. 

Helping all urchin blafts, and iU-luck figns 845 

That the (hrewd medling elfe deUghts to make. 

Which (he with precious vial'd liquors heals. 

For which the (hepherds at their feftivals 

Carol her goodnefs loud in ruMc lays. 

And throw fweet garland wreaths into her ftream 850 

Of panfies, pinks, and gaudy daifadils. 

And, as the old fwain faid, ftie can unlock 

The clafping charm, and thaw the numraing ipell. 

If fhe be right invok'd in warbled fong. 

For maidenhood fhe lores, and will be fwifc 855 

To aid a virgin, fuch as was hcrfelf. 

In hard-befetting need ; this will I try, 

And add the power of fome adjuring verfe. 

SONG. 

Sabrina fair, 

Liften where thou art fitting 860 

Under the glafly, cool, tranflucent wave. 

In twilled braids of lilies knitting 
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fe train of diy amber-dropping hair; 
\Ui for dear honor's iake> 
Goddefs of the filver lake. S65 

Li^n and fave. 

Liilen and appear to us 
In name of great Oceanus, 
By th' earth-fhaking Neptune's mace^ 
And Tethys' grave majeftic pace, 870 

By hoary Nereus' wrinkled look. 
And the Carpathian wifard's hook. 
By fcaly Triton's winding ihell. 
And old footh-faying Glaucus' fpell, 
Bjr Leucothea's lovely hands, 875 

And her fon that rules the ftrands. 
By Thetis' tinfel iUpper'd feet. 
And the fongs of Syrens fweet. 
By dc^ Partbcnope's dear tomb. 
And fair Ligea's golden comb, 880 

Wherewith fhe fits on diamond rocks. 
Sleeking her foft alluring locks. 
By all the nymphs that nightly dance 
Upon thy ftreims with wily glance, 
R¥e, rife, and heave thy rofy head 885 

From thy coral-paven bed. 
And bridle in thy headlong wave. 
Till thou our fummons anfwer'd have, 
liiilen and iave. 

^ S^brina 
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Sabrina rifes, attended by water-nymphs, and fings. 

By the rufhy-fringed bank, 890 

Where grows the willow and the ofier dank. 

My Aiding chariot ftays. 
Thick fet with agat, and the azum Iheen 
Of turkis blue, and emrald green, 

That in the channel ftrays ; 895 

Whilfl from off the waters fleet 
Thus I fet my printlefs feet. 
O'er the cowflip's velvet head. 

That bends not as I tread ; 
Gentle Swain, at thy requeft 900 

I am here. 

S p I . Goddefs dear^ 
We implore thy powerful hand 
To undo the charmed band 

Of true virgin here diftreft, 905 

Through the force, and through the wile. 
Of unbleft inchanter vile. 

Sab. Shepherd, 'ds my office beft 
To help infnared chaftity : 

Brighteft Lady, look on me ; 910 

Thus I fprinkle on thy breaft 

Drops that from my fountain pure 

I have kept of precious cure. 

Thrice upon thy finger's tip. 

Thrice upon thy rubied lip ; 9^5 

Next 
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his marble venom 'd feat, 

*d with gums of glutenous heat, 

I touch with chafte pahns moift and cold : 

Now the fpell hath loft his hold; 

And I muft hafte ere morning hour 020 

To wait in Amphitrite's bower. 

Sabrina defcends, and the Lady rifes out of her feat. 

S p I . Virgin daughter of Locrine, 
Sprung of old Anchifes' line. 
May thy brimmed waves for this 
Their full tribute never mifs g2C 

From a thoufand petty rills. 
That tumble down the fnowy hills : 
Summer drouth, or iinged air. 
Never fcorch thy treffes fair; 

Nor wet Odlober's torrent flood ^30 

Thy molten cryftal fill with mud ; 
May thy billows roll afhorc 
The beryl, and the golden ore ; 
May thy lofty head be crown 'd 
With niany a tower and terras round, 955 

And here and there thy banks upon 
With groves of myrrhe, and cinnamcm. 

Come, Lady, while Heav'n lends us grace. 
Let us fly this curfed place. 

Left the forcerer us entice 940 

With feme other new device. 
Not a wafte, or needlefs found. 
Till we come to holier ground ; 

IM 
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I fhall be your faithful guide 

Through this gloomy covert wide. 

And not many furlongs thence 

Is your Father's refidenc^ 

Where this night are met in ftatc 

Many a friend to gratulate 

His wifh'd prefencc, and beiide 950 

All the fwains that near abide. 

With jigs and rural dance rcfort ; 

Wo IhaU catch them at their fport. 

And our fudden coming there 

Will double all their mirth and chear; 955 

Come let us hafte, the ftars grow high. 

But night fits monarch yet m the mid (ky. 

The Scene changes, prefentmg Ludlow town and the 
Preiident's caftle; then come in country dancers, 
after them the attendent Spirit, with the two Bro- 
thers and the Lady. 

SONG. 

Spi. Back, Shepherds, back, enough your play. 
Till next fun-fhine holiday ; 

Here be without duck or nod 960 

Other trippings to be trod 
Of lighter toes, and fuch court guife 
As Mercury did firft devife 
With the mincing Dryades 
^n the lawns;, and on the leas. 965 

This 
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This fecond Song prefents them to their Father and 
Mother. 

Noble Lord, and Lady bright, 

I have brought you new delight. 

Here behold fo goodly grown 

Three fair branches of your own ; 

Heav'n hath timely try'd their youth, 970 

Their faith, their patience, and their truth. 

And fent them here through hard ailays 
With a crown of deathlefs praife. 

To triumph in vi^rious dance 
O'er fenfual folly, and intemperance^ ^jj 

The dances ended, the Spirit cpiloguizef • 

Spi. To the ocean now I fly. 
And thofe happy climes that lie 
Where day never (huts his eye. 
Up in the broad fields of the iky : 
There I fuck the liquid air 98i 

All amidft the gardens f^r 
Of Hefperus, and his daughters three 
That fmg about the golden tree : 
Along the crifped ihades and bowers 
Revels the fpruce and jocond Spring, 985 

The Graces, and the rofy-bofom'd Hours, 
Thither all their bounties bring ; 

That 
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That there eternal Summer dwells. 
And well- winds with muflcy wing 
About the cedam alleys fling 
Nard and Caflia's balmy fmells. 
Iris there with humid .bow 
Waters the odorous banks, that blow 
Flowers of more mingled hue 
Than her purfled fcarf can Ihew, 
And drenches with Elyfian dew 
(Lift mortals, if your ears be true) 
Beds of hyacinth and rofes. 
Where young Adonis oft repofes. 
Waxing well of his deep wound 
In (lumber foft, and on the ground 
Sadly fits th* Aflyrian queen ; 
But far above in fpangled (been 
Celeftial Cupid her fam'd fon advanced. 
Holds his dear Pfyche fweet intranc'd. 
After her wandering labors long. 
Till free confent the Gqds among 
Make her his eternal bride,* 
And from her fair unfpotted fide 
Two blifsful twins are to be born. 
Youth and Joy ; fo Jove hath fwom. 
But now my tafk is fmoothly done, 
I can fly, or I can run 
Quickly to the green earth's end. 
Where the bow'd welkin flow doth bend, 
And from thence can foar as foon 
To the corners o£ the moon. 
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that would follow me, 
ue> (he alone is free. 
She can teach you how to climb loi» 

Higher than the fpheiy chime ; 
Or if Virtue feeble were, 
Heav'n itfelf would ftoop to hen 
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L Y C I D A b. 

In this monody the author bewails a learned friend *♦ 
unfortunately drown'd in his paflage from Chcilcr 
on the Irifh feas, 1637, and by occafion foretels the 
ruin of our corrupted clergy, then in their highth. 

YET once more, O ye Laurels, and once more 
Ye Myrtles brown, with Ivy never fere, 
I come to jJ.uck your berries harfh and crude. 
And with forc'd fingers rude 

Shatter your leaves before the mellowing year, 5 

Bitter coniiraint, and fad occafion dear. 
Compels me to difturb your feafon due : 
For Lycidas is dead, dead ere his prime. 
Young Lycidas, and hath not left his peer : 
Who would not fing for Lycidas ? he knew 10 

Himfelf to iing, and build the lofty rhyme. 
He muft not flote upon his watry bier 
Unwept, and welter to the parching wind. 
Without the meed of fome melodious tear. 

Begin then. Sifters of the facred well, 15 

That from beneath the feat of Jove doth fpring. 
Begin, and fomewhat loudly fweep the firing, 

* Mr. Edward King, fon of Sir John King Secretary for Ire- 
land, a fellow- collegian and intimate friend of our author. 

Hence 
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ivith denial vain, and coy excufe, 
fome gentle Mufe 
With lucky words favor my deftin'd urn, 20 

And ^s he pafTes turn. 
And bid fair peace be to my fable fhroud. 
For we were nuril upon the felf-fame hill. 
Fed the fame flock by fountain^ (hade, and rilL 

Together both, ere the high lawns appear'd 25 
Under the opening eye-lids of the mom. 
We drove afield, and both together heard 
What time the gray-fly winds her fultry horn. 
Battening our flocks with the frefh dews of night 
Oft till the flar that rofe, at evening, bright, 30 

Tow'ard Heav'n's defcent had flop'd his weflering 

wheel. 
Mean while the rural ditties were not mute, 
Temper'd to the oaten flute. 
Rough Satyrs danc'd, and Fauns with cloven heel 
From the glad found would not be abfent long, 35 
And old Damactas lov'd to hear our fong. 

But O the heavy change, now thou art gone. 
Now thou art gone, and never muft return ! 
Thee, Shepherd, thee the woods, and defert caves 
With wild thyme and the gadding vine o'ergrown, 40 
And all their echoes mourn. 
The willows, and the hazel copfes green. 
Shall now no more be feen. 
Fanning their joyous leaves to thy foft lays. 
As killing as the canker to the rofe, 45 

Or taint-worm to the weanling herds that graze. 

Or 
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Or froft to. flowers, that their gay wardrobe 

When fir ft the white -thorn blows ; 

Such, Lycidas, thy lofs to fhepherds' car. 

Where were ye. Nymphs, when the remorfelefs deep 
Clos'd o*er the head of your lov'd Lycidas ? 
For neither were ye playing on the deep. 
Where your old fi ards, the famous Druids, lie. 
Nor on the fhaggy top of Mona high. 
Nor yet where Deva fpreads her wifard ftream : 55 
Ay me ! I fondly dream 

Had ye been there, for what could that have done ? 
What could the Mufe herfelf that Orpheus bore. 
The Mufe herfelf for her inchanting fon. 
Whom univerfal nature did lament, 60 

When by the rout that made the hideous roar. 
His goary vifage down the ftream was fent, 
Down the fwift Hebrus to the Lefbian (hore ? 

Alas ! what boots it with incefTant care 
To tend the homely flighted (hepherd's trade, 65 
And ftri^y meditate the thanklefs Mufe ? 
Were it not better done, as others ufe. 
To fport with Amaryllis in the fliade. 
Or with the tangles of Neaera's hair ? 
Fame is the fpur that the clear fpi'rit doth raife 70 
(That laft infirmity of noble mind) 
To fcorn delights, and live laborious days ; 
But the fair guerdon when we hope to find. 
And think to burft out into fudden blaze. 
Gomes tlie blind Fury with th' abhorred (hears, 75 
And flits the thin-fpun life. But not the praife, 
Phoebus reply 'd, and touch'd my trembling ears ; 

Vol. XII. M Fame 
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no plant that grows on mortal fo9> 
the gliftering foil 
:>et on to th' world, nor in broad rumor lies, 80 

But lives and fpreads aloft by thofe pure eyes. 
And perfed witncfs of all -judging Jove; 
As he pronounces laftly on each deed. 
Of fo much fame in Heav'n expert thy meed. 

O fountain Arethufe, and thou honored flood, 85 
Smooth-Aiding Mincius, crown' d with vocal reeds. 
That ftrain I heard was of a higher mood : 
But now my oat proceeds. 
And liftens to the herald of the fea 
That came in Neptune's plea 5 90 

He aflt'd the waves, and aflc'd the fellon mnds. 
What hard mifliap hath doom'd this* gentle fwai» f 
And queftion'd every guft of rugged winds 
That blow* from off each beaked promontory; 
They knew not of his ftory, 95 

And fage Hippotades their anfwer brings. 
That not a blaft was from his dungeon ftray'd. 
The air was calm, and on the level brine 
Sleek Panope with all her fitters play'd. 
It was that fatal and perfidious bark icO 

Built in th' eclipfe, and rigg'd with curfcs dark. 
That funk fo low that facred head of thine. 

Next Camus, reverend fire, went footing flow. 
His mantle hairy, and his bonnet fedge. 
Inwrought with figures dim, and on the edge 105 
Like to that fanguin flower infcrib'd with woe. 
Ah I who hath reft (quoth he) my deareft pledge? 
La ft came, and lafl did go. 

The 
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The pHot of the Galilean lake. 

Two mafly keys he bore of metals tvfraiiiy 

(The golden opes, the iron fliuts amain) 

He Ihook his miter'd locks, and ftern befpake, 

How well could I have fpaf 'd for thee, young fwaln. 

Enow of fuch as for their bellies' fake 

Creep, and intrude, and climb into the fold ? 115 

Of other care they little reckoning make. 

Than how to fcramble at the fhearers* feaft. 

And Ihove away the- worthy Indden gueft ; [hold 

Blind mouths I that fcarce themfelves know how to 

A Iheep-hook, or have leam*d ought elfe the Icaft i ao 

That to the faithful herdman's art belongs ! 

What recks it them ? What need they? They are fped; 

And when they lift; their lean and fla(hy fongs 

Grate on their fcrannel pipes of wretched ftraw ; 

The hungry {hcep look up, and are not fed, 125 

But fwoU'n with wind, and the rank mift they dfsw» 

Rot inwardly, and foal contagion fpread : 

Beiides what the grim wolf with privy paw 

Daily devours apace ; and nothing faid. 

But that two-handed engin at the door X30 

Stands ready to fmite once, and fmite no more. 

Return, Alpheus, the dread voice is paft. 
That Ihrunk thy ftreams; return, Sicilian Mufe, 
And call the vales, and bid them hither call 
Their bells, and flowrets of a thoufand hues. 135 

Ye valleys low, where the mild whifpers ufe 
Of fhades, and wanton winds, and gufhing brooks. 
On whofe freih lap the fwart flar fparcly looks, 

M a Throw 
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hither all your quaint enamel'd eyes, 

n the green turf fuck thei honied (howers^ 149] 

r-^*"?^^ ^^ ^^ ground with vernal flowers. j 

Bring the rathe primrofe that forfaken dies, | 

The tufted crow-toe, and pale jeflamine, f 

The white pink, and the panfy freakt with jet. 

The glowing violet, i^jj 

The mufk-rofe, and the well-attir'd woodbine. 

With cowflips wan that hang the penfive head. 

And every flower that fad embroidery wears : 

Bid amaranthus all his beauty flied. 

And dafladillies fill their cups with tears, i;o« 

To ftrow the laureat herfe where Lycid lies. 

For fo to interpofe a little eafe. 

Let our frail thoughts dally witli falfe furmiie. 

Ay me 1 Whilll thee the ftiores, and founding feas 

Wafli far away, where'er thy bones are hurl'd, 15$ 

Whether beyond the ftormy Hebrides, 

Where thou perhaps under the whelming tide 

Vifit'ft the bottom of the monftrous world ; \ 

Or whether thou, to our moift vows deny*d, I 

Sleep'ft by the fable of Bellerus old, i6d 

Where the great vifion of the guarded mount 

Looks tow'ard Namancos and Bayona's hold ; 

Look homeward Angel now, and melt with ruth : 

And, O ye Dolphins, waft the haplefs youth. 

Weep no more, woful Shepherds, weep no more, 1 6 : 
For Lycidas yourforrow is not dead. 
Sunk though he be beneath the watery floor ; 
So fmks the day-liar in the ocean bed, 

An^ 
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And yet anon repairs his drooping head. 

And tricks his beams, and with new fpangled or^ i /u 

Flames in the forehead of the morning fky : 

So Lyddas funk low, but moanted high, 

Throogh the dear might of him that walk'd the waves. 

Where other groves and other ftreams along. 

With nedar pure his oozy locks he laves, 175 

And hears the unexpreffive nuptial fong, 

k Ac bleft kingdoms meek of joy and love. 

There entertain him all the Saints above, 

Li ibkmn troops and fweet focieties. 

That fing, and finging in their glory move, 1 80 

And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes. 

Now, Lycidas, the fhepherds weep no more ; 

Henceforth thou art the genius of the fhore. 

In diy large recompenfe, and (halt be good 

To all that wander in that perilous flood. 185 

Thus fang the uncouth fwain to th' oaks and rills. 
While the (till mom went out with fandals gray. 
He touch'd the tender (lops of various quills. 
With eager thought warbling his Doric lay : 
And now the fun had (Iretch'd out all the hills, 19* 
And now was dropt into the weflem bay ; 
At laft he roTe^ and twitch'd his mantle blue : 
To-morrow to frefh woods, and paftures new. 
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xvni. 

The Fifth Ode * of Horace/ Lib. L 

« Quis mulu gracilis te pucr in rod,'* 

Rendered almoft word for word without rhyme, ac- 
corcHng to the Latin meafure, as near as the language 
will permit. 

WHAT flender youth bedew'd with liquid odors. 
Courts thee on rofes in fome pleafant cave, 

Pyrrha ? for whom bind'ft thou 

In wreaths thy golden hair. 
Plain in thy neatnefs ? O how oft fhall he 5, 

On faith and changed Gods complain, and feas 

Rough with black winds and ftorms 

Unwonted fhall admire ! 
Who now enjoys thee credulous, all gold. 
Who always vacant always amiable l<3 

Hopes thee, of flattering gales 

Unmindful ? Haplefs they ^ 
To whom thou untry'd feem'ft fair. Me in my vow'c 
Piaure the facred wall declares t* have hung 

My dank and droppmg weeds ij 

To the Hern God of fea. • 

• Firft added in the edition of 1673. 
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Ad Pyrkham. OdeV. 

Horadus ex Pyrrhae illeccbris tanquam e naufragio 
ciiataverat> cujus amore irretitos, afiirmat cfk mi- 
feros. 

OUI S mnlta gracilis te puer in rofa 
Perfufus liquidia urget odoribus« 

Grato, Pyrrha, fub antro ? 

Cui flavam rcligas comato 
Simplex munditiis ? heu quoties fldem 5 

Mutatofque deos flebit* et afpera 

Nigris aequora vends 

Emirabitur infolens ! 
Qui nunc te frtdtur credulas aurea, 
Qm femper vacuam fempet amabilem lo 

Sperat, nefcius aura; 

Pallacis ? Miferi quibus 
Intetttata nitcs. Me tabula facer 
Vodva paries indicat uvida 

Sufpcndiffe pcncnti 15 

Veftimcnta maris Deo. 
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On the new Forcers of Confcience under the Long 
Parliament*. 

BECAUSE you have thrown off your Prelate 
Lord, 
And with lliiF vows renounced his Liturgy, 
To feize the widowed whore Plurality, 
From them^whofe fin ye envied, not abhorr'd,' 

Dare ye for this adjure the civil fword 5 

To force our confciences, that Chrifl fet free. 
And ride us with a claflic hierarchy. 
Taught ye by mere A. S. and Rotherford ? 

Men whofe life, learning, faith, and pure intent. 
Would have been held in high efteem with Paul, 10 
Muft now be nam*d and printed Heretics 

By fhallow Edwards and Scotch what-d*ye-call : 
But we do hope to find out all your tricks. 
Your plots and packing, worfe than thofe of Trent, 
That fo the Parliament 

May with their wholefome and preventive fhears 

Clip your phylafteries, though bauk your ears. 

And fuccour our juft fears. 

When they (hall read tlus clearly in your charge, 

New Prefby ter is but Old Prieft writ large. 20 

• This alfo was firft added in the edition of i673i 

SONNETS. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ i69 ] 

S O N N E T o. 
I. 

To the Nightingale. 

O Nightingale, that on yon bloomy fpray 
Warbleft at eve, when all the woods are fHll, 
Thou with frefh hope the lover's heart doll fill. 
While the jolly hours lead on propitious May. 

Thy liquid notes that clofe the eye of day, 5 

* Firft heard before the fliallow cuckoo's bill. 
Portend fuccefs in love ; O if Jove's will 
Have link'd that amorous power to thy foft lay. 

Now timely fing, ere the rude bird of hate 

Foretel my hopelefs doom in fome grove nigh ; 10 
As thou from year to year haft fung too late 

For my relief, yet hadll no reafon why : 

Whether the Mufe, or Love call thee his mate, 
Both»them I ferve, and of their train am !• 

IL 

Donna leggiadra il cui bel nome honora 
L'herbofa val di Rheno, e il nobil varco^ 
Bene e colui d'ogni valore fcarco 
Quel tuo fpirto gentil non innamora, 

Che dolcemente moftra fi di fuora 5 

De fui atti foavi giamai parco, 
E i don', che fon d'amor faette ed arco. 

La onde 1' alta tua virtu s'infiora. 

Quando 
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tu vaga parli^ o lieta cand 
Qover pofTa duro alpeflre legno lo 

Guard! ciafcun a gli occhi, ed a gli orecchi 
L'entrata« chi di te fi truova indegno ; 
Gratia fola di fu gli vaglia, inand 
Che'l diiio amordb al cuor s'invecchi. 

iji. 

Qual in colle afprc, al imbrunir di fera 

L'avezza giovinetta paflorella 

Va bagnando I'herbetu ibrana e bella 

Che mal ii fpande a difufata fpera 
Fuor di fua nada alma primavera, J 

Cofi Amor meco insu la lingua fnella 

Defta il fior novo di flrania favella» 

Mentre io di te^ vezzoTamente altera. 
Canto, dal mio buon popol non intefo 

E'l bel Tamigi cangio col bcl Arno. lO 

Amor lo volfe, ed io a I'altriu pcfo 

Seppi ch' Amor cofa mai volfe indamo. 

Deh ! fofs' il mio cuor lento e'l duro feno 

A chi pianta dal ciel fi buon terreno. 

CANZONE, 

Ridonfi donne e giovam amoroii 

M' accoflandofi attomo, c perchc fcnvi, 
Perche tu fcrivi in lingua ignota c ilrans 
Verfeggiando d' amor, c come t'ofi ? 
^inne, fe la tua fpcme fia mai vana, 5 

^ ^^ penfieri lo miglior t' arrivi j 
^oii mi y^j^ burlando, altri rivi 



Altri 
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Altri li<H t'afpettan, & altrc onde 
Nelle cui verdi fponde 

Spuntaci ad hor> ad hor a la tua chioxna xo 

L' immortal gaiderdon d' cterne frondi 
Perche alle fpalle tue foverchia foma ? 
Canzon dirotti» e ta per me rifpondi 
Dice mia Donna^ e'l fao dir> e il mio cuore 
Queda e liDgua di cai fi vanta Amorc. 15 

IV. 

Diodati> e te'l diro con maraviglla. 

Quel ritrofo io ch'amor fpreggiar folea 

E de fuoi lacci (peffo mi ridea 

Gia caddi> ov' buom dabben talhor s'impiglia. 
Ne treccie d' oro> oe guancia vermiglia 5 

M' abbaglian si> ma fbtto nova idea 

Pellegrina bellezza che'l cuor bea> 

Portamenti alti honefti, e nelle ciglia 
Quel fereno fulgor d* amabil nero. 

Parole adorne di lingua piu d' una« lo 

E'l cantar che di mezzo I'hemifpero 
Traviar ben puo la fadcofa Luna, 

E degli occhi fuoi auventa fi gran fVioca 

Cbe rincerar gli orecchi mi iia poco. 

V. 

Per certo i bei voftr' occhi. Donna mia 
Effer non puo che non iian lo mio fole 
Si mi percuoton forte, come ei fuole 
Per Tarene di Libia chi s'invia, 

* Mentrc 
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I caldo vapor (ne fenti pria) J 

lato fi fpinge ove mi duole, 

. Che forfe amanti nelle lor parole 
Chiaman fofpir ; io non fo che fi fia : 

Parte rinchiufa, e turbida fi cela 

ScofTo mi il petto, e poi n'ufcendo poco W 

Quivi d' attomo o s'agghiacda, o s'ingiela; 

Ma quaiito a gli occhi giunge a trovar loco 
Tutte le notti a me fuol far piovofe * 

Fi^jche mia Alba rivien colma di rofe. 

VI. 

Giovane piano, ^e femplicetto amante 

Poi che fuggir me fteflb in dubbio fono. 

Madonna a voi del mio cuor I'humil dono 

Faro divoto ; io certo a prove tante 
L*hebbi fedele, intrepido, coftante, J 

De penficri leggiadro, accorto, e buono ; 

Quando rugge il gran mondo, e fcocca il tuono, 

S' arma di fe, e d' intero diamantt, 
Tanto del forfe, e d' invidia ficuro, 

Di timori, e fperanze al popol ufe W 

Quanto d'ingegno, e d'alto valor vago, 
E di cetta fonora, e delle mufe : 

Sol troverete in tal parte men duro 

Ove Amor mife I'infanabil ago. 
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VII- 

On his being arriv'd to the age of 23. 

How foon hath Time, the fubtle thief of youth, 
Stohi on his wing my three and twentieth year I 
My hafHng days fly on mth full carreer. 
But my late fpring no bud or bloflbm Ihew'th. 

Perhaps my femblance might deceive the truth, 5 
That I to manhood am arriv'd fo near. 
And mward ripenefs doth much lefs appear. 
That fome more timely-happy fpirits indu'th. 

Yet be it lefs or more, or foon or flow. 
It (hall be (till in ftriaeft meafure even 10 

To that fame lot, however mean or high. 

Toward which Time leads me, and the will of Heaven ; 
All is, if I have grace to ufe it fo. 
As ever in my great Tafk-mafter's eye. 

VIIL 

When the aflault was intended to the City. 

Captain or Colonel, or Knight in arms, 
Whofe chance on thefe defenfelefs doors may feize. 
If deed of honor did thee ever pleafe. 
Guard them, and him within protedl from harms. 

He can requite thee, for he knows the charms 5 

That call fame on fuch gentle afts as thefe. 
And he can fpread thy name o'er lands and feas. 
Whatever clime the fun's bright circle warms. 

Lift 
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ly fpear againft the Mufes' bower: 
:at Emathian conqaeror bid fpare lo 

The houfe of Pindarus, when temple' and tower 
Went to the ground ; and the repeated air 
Of fad EIeitra*s poet had the power 
To fave th' Athenian walls from ruin bare. 

IX. 

Ta a. virtuous young Lady. 

Lady, that in the prime of earfieft youth 
Wifely haft fhunn'd the broad way and the green. 
And with thofc few art eminently feen. 
That labor up the hill of heav'niy truth. 

The better part with Mary and with Ruth 5 

Chofen thou haft ; and they that overween. 
And at thy growing virtues fret their fplecn. 
No anger find in thee, but pity' and ruth. 

I'hy care is fix'd, and zealoufly attends 

To fill thy odorous lamp with deeds of light, 10 
And hope that reaps not ftiame. Therefore be Aire 

Thou, when the bridegroom with his feaftful friends 
Paffes to blifs at the mid hour of night. 
Haft gain'd thy entrance. Virgin wife and pure. 

X. 

To the Lady Margaret Ley. 

Daughter to that good Earl, once Prefident 
Of England's Council, and her Treafury, 
\^'ho liv'd in both, unftain'd with gold or fee, 

4 And 
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And left them both, more in himfelf conter 

Til] fad the breaking of that Parliament 
Broke him, as that difhoncft vi£lory 
At Chaeronea, fatal to liberty, 
Kill'd with report that old man eloquent. 

Though later bom than to have known the days 
Wherem your father florilh'd, yet by you, lO 

Madam, methinks I fee him living yet; 

So well your words his noble virtues praife. 
That all both judge you to relate them true. 
And to pofTefs them, honor'd Margaret. 

XL 

On the detradion which followed upon my writing 

certain treatifes. 
A book was writ of late call'd Tetrachordon, 
And woven clofe, both matter, form and flile ; 
The fubjedl new ; it walk'd the town awhile. 
Numbering good intellects; now feldom por'd on. 
Cries the Hall-reader, Blefs us i what a word on 5 
A title-page is this ! and fome in file 
Stand fpelling falfe, while one might walk to Mile* 
End Green. Why is it harder. Sirs, than Gordon, 
Colkitto, or Macdonnel, or Galafp ? 
Thofe rugged names to our like moudis grow fleek. 
That would have made Quintilian flare and gafp. 
Thy age, like ours, O Soul of Sir John Check, 
Hated not learning worfe than toad or afp. 
When tliou taught'ft Cambridge, and king Edward 
Greek. 

XII. On 
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xri. 

On the fame. 

I did but prompt the age to quit their dogs 
By the known rules of ancient liberty. 
When ftrait a barbarous noife environs me 
Of owls and cuckoos, affes, apes, and dogs : 

As when thofe hinds that were transformed to frogs 5 
Raird at Latona's twin-born progeny. 
Which after held the fun and moon in fee. 
But this is got by calling pearl to hogs; 

That bawl for freedom in their fenfelefs mood. 
And flill revolt when truth would fet them free. 10 
Licence they mean when they cry Liberty; 

For who loves that muft firft be wife and good ; 
But from that mark how far they rove we fee 
For all this waile of wealthy and lofs of blood. 

XIII. 

To Mr. H. L A w E s on his Airs. 

Harry, whofe tuneful and well-meafur'd fong 
Firft taught our Englifh mufic how to fpan 
Words with juft note and accent, not to fcan 
With Midas' ears, committing fhort and long; 

Thy worth an ' fkill exempts thee from the throng, 5 
With praife enough for envy to look wan ; 
To after-age thou (halt be writ the man. 
That with fmooth air could 'ft humour belt our tongue. 

Thou 
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Thou honor'ft verfe, and verfe muft lend her 
To honor thee> the prieft of Phoebus* quir< 
That tun'ft theu- happieft lines in hymn, or ftory. 

Dante Ihall give fame leave to fet thee higher 
Than his Cafella, whom he woo'd to fmg. 
Met in the milder (hades of purgatory. 

XIV. 
On the religious memory of 
Mrs. Catharine Thomson, my chriilian friend. 
Deceased i6 Decern. 1646. 

When faith and love, which parted from thee never. 
Had ripen'd thy juft foul to dwell with God, 
Meekly thou didft refign this earthly load 
Of deathi call'd life; which us from life doth fever. 

Thy works and alms and all thy good endevor 5 

Stay'd not behind, nor in the grave were trod : 
But, as faith pointed with her golden rod. 
Followed thee up to joy and blifs for ever. 

Love led them on, and faith, who knew them beft. 
Thy hand-maids, dad them o'er with purple beams 
And azure wings, that up they flew fo dreft. 

And fpake the truth of thee on glorious themes 
Before the Judge, who thenceforth bid thee reft 
And drink thy fill gf pure immortal dreams. 
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XV. 
To the Lord General Fairfax. 

Fjurfax, whofe name in arms through Europe mgs, 
Filling each month with envy or with praife^ 
And all her jealous monarchs with amaze 
And rumors loud, that daont remoteft kings. 

Thy firm unfhaken virtue ever brings 5 

Vidlory home, though new rebeffions faife 
Their Hydra heads, and the falfe North djfjplays 
Her broken league to imp their ferpent wings. 

O yet a nobler tafk awaits thy hand, 

(For what can war, but endkfs war ftiti bveed?) 10 
Till truth and right from violence be freed. 

And public faith ckar'd frooi the fljan>efiJ brand 

. Of publie fratid. In vain dodi valor bleed. 
While avarice and rapin (hare the land. 

XVI. 

To the Lord General Cromwell. 

Cromwell, our chief of men, who through a cloud 
Not of war only, but detra<El^ns rwde. 
Guided by faith and matchlefs fortitude. 
To peace and truth thy glorious way haft pIoughM, 

And on the neck of crowned fortune proud 5 

Haft rear'd God's trophies, and his work purfued, 
While Darwen ftream with blood of Scots imbrued, 
And Dunbar field refounds thy praifes loud, 

4 And 
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And Worcefter's laureat wreath. Yet much 
To conquer fHll ; peace hath her viftories 
No lefs renown'd than war : new foes arife 

Threatning to bind our fouls with fecular chains : 
Help us to fave free confcience from the paw 
Of hireling wolves, whofe gofpel is their maw. 

XVII. 
To Sir Henry Va m e the jounger. 

Vane, young in ears, but in fage counfel old. 
Than whom a better fenator ne'er held 
The helm of Rome, when gowns not arms repell'd 
The fierce Epirot and the African bold. 

Whether to fettle peace, or to unfold 5 

The drift of hollow dates hard to be fpellM, 
Then to advife how war may beft upheld 
Move by her two main nerves, iron and gold. 

In all her equipage : befides to know 
Both fpiritual pow'r and civil, what each means, 10 
What fevers each, thou haft learn*d, which few 
have done : 

The bounds of either fword to thee we owe : 
Therefore on thy firm hand religion leans 
In peace, and reckons thee her eldeft fon* 



N z XVIII. Oa 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




MIL T ON'S POEMS. 

xvni. 

On the late mailacre in Piemont. 

Avenge, O Lord, thy flaughter'd faints, whofe bones 
Lie fcatter'd on the Alpine mountains cold ; 
Ev'n them who kept thy truth fo pure of old. 
When all our fathers worfhipt flocks and ftones, 

Forget not : in thy book record their groans 5 

Who were thy Iheep, and in their ancient fold 
Slain by the bloody Piemontefe, that rolPd 
Mother with infant down the rocks. Their moans 

The vales redoubled to the hills, and they 

To Heav'n. Their martyr'd blood and afhes fow !• 
O'er all th' Italian fields, where flill doth fway 

The triple Tyrant; that from thefe may grow 
A hundred fold, who having leam'd thy way 
Early may fly the Babylonian woe, 

XIX. 

On his blindnefs. 

When I confider how my light is fpent 

Ere half my days, in this dark world and wide, 
And that one talent which is death to hide, 
Lodg'd with me uTelefs, though my foul more bent 
* o ferve therewith my Make^, and prefent i 

My true account, left-he returning chide; 
^oth God exaft day-labor, light deny'd? 
-^ondly alk ; But patience to prevent 

That 
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That njurmur, foon replies, God doth not ncd 

Either man's work or his own gifts ; who bcii 19 
Bear his mild yoke, they ferve him bell : his flate 

Is kingly ; thoufands at his bidding fpeed. 
And poft o'er land and ocean without reft ; 
They alfo ferve who only ftand and wait. 

XX. 

To Mr. Lawrence. 

Lawrence, of virtuous father virtuous fon. 
Now that the fields are dank, and ways are mirc. 
Where ihall wc fometimes meet, and by the fire 
Help wafte a fullen day, what may be won 

From the hard feafon gaining ? time will run c 

On fmoother, till Favonius re-infpire 
The frozen earth, and clothe in frefh attire 
The lily' and rofe, that neither fow'd nor fpun. 

What neat repaft Ihall feaft us, light and choice. 
Of Attic tafte, with wine, whence we may rife lo 
To hear the lute well touch 'd, or artful voice 

Warble immortal notes and Tufcan air ? 
He who of thofe delights can judge, and fparq 
To interpofe them oft, is not unwife. 
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XXI. 
ToCyriac Skinner** 

Cyriac, whofe grandfire on the royal bench 
Of Britifh Themis, with no mean applaufe 
Pronounc'd and in Iiis volumes taught our laws. 
Which others at their bar fo often wrench ; 

To-day deep thoughts refolvc with me to drench 5 
In mirth, that after no repenting draws ; 
Let Euclid reft and Archimedes paufe. 
And what the Swede intends, and what the French. 

To meafure life learn thou betimes, and know 
Toward folid good what leads the neareft way ; 10 
For other things mild Heav'n a time ordains. 

And difapproves that care, though wife in Ihow, 
That with fuperfluous burden loads the day. 
And, when God fends a chearful hour, refrains* 

XXII. 

To the fame. 

Cyriac, this three years day thefe eyes, though clear, 
To outward view, of blemifh or of ipot. 
Bereft of light, their feemg have forgot. 
Nor to their idle orbs doth fight appear 

• Son of William Skinner, Efq; and grandfon of Sir Vincent 
Skinner; and his mother was Bridget, one of the daoghten of 
the famous Sir Edward Coke Lord Chief Juftice of the King's 
Bench. 

Of 
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Of fun, or moon> or Avr, throughout the yc 
Or man, or womaii. Vet I argue not 
AgdJnSt HtAr'n's hsmd or will, nop bate 
Of heart or, hope; but ftill bear up and fteer 

Right onward. What fwpports me, doft thou afk ? 
The confcience. Friend, to' have loft them overply'd 
In liberty's defence, my noble tafk. 

Of which all Europe talks from fide to fide. 
This thought might lead me through the world's 

vain mafk 
Content though blind, had I no better guide. 

XXIII. 
On his deceafed Wife*. 

Methought I faw my late efpoufed (aint 
Brought to me like Alcefiis from the grave. 
Whom Jove's great fon to her glad hufband gave, 
Refcued from death by force, though pale and faint. 

Mine, as whom waih'd from fpot of child-bed taint 5 
Purification in the dd Law did fkve. 
And fuch, as yet once more I truA to have 
Full fight of her in Heav'n without reftraint. 

Came veiled all in white, pure as her mind : 
Her face was veil'd, yet to my fancied fight 10 
Love, fweetnefs, goodnefs, in her perfon fhin'd 

• This was his fccond wife, Catharine the daughter of Captain 
Woodcock of Hackney, who lived with him not above a year after 
their marriage, and died in child-bed of a daughter. 

N 4 So 
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in no face with more delight. 

to embrace me (he indin'd, 

he fled> and day brought back my nigh^ 

XXIV. 
On occailon of the P l a g v e in L o n d o k. 

Found on a glafs window at Chalfont^ in Buckinghamr 
ihire^ where Milton reflded during the continuance 
of that calamity, 

[From Birch's Life.] 

Fak mirror of foul times; whofe fragile flieen 
Shall> as it blazeth> break ; while Providence 

(Aye watching o'er his faints with eye unfcen) 
Spreads the red rod of angry peftilence. 
To fweep the wicked and their counfels hence; 5 

Yea« all to break the pride of luftful kings> 
Who heaven's lore rejed for brutilh fenfe ; 

As erft he fcourg'd Jeffides' fin of yore. 

For the fair Hittite, when, on feraph's wings. 

He fent him war, or {>lague, or famine for^* \Q 
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Psalm I. Done into vcrfc, 1653. 

BLefs'd is the man who hath not walk'd afb-ajr 
In counfel of the wicked, and i' th' way 
Of finners hath not ftood, and in the feat 
Offcomers hath not fat. But in the great 
Jehovah*s law is ever his delight, j 

And in his law he fludies day and night« 
He ftiall be as a tree which planted grows 
By watery ftreams, and in his feafbn knows 
To yield his fruit, and his leaf fhall not fall. 
And what he takes in hand fhall profper all. lo 

^otfo the wicked, but as chaiF which fann'd 
The wind drives, fo the wicked fhall not fland 
III judgment, or abide their trial then. 
Nor finners in th' affembly of juft men. 
For the Lord knows th' upright way of the juft, 15 
And the way of bad men to ruin mufl. 

P s A L. II, Done' Aug. 8, 1653. Terzettc, 

WHY do the Gentiles tumult, and the nations 
M ufe a vain thing, the kings of th' earth up fland 
With power, and princes in their congregations 
Lay deep their plots together through each land 

Againft 
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the Lord and his Meffiah dear ? j 

)reak off, fay they, by ftrength of hand 
is, and caft from us, no more to wear. 
Their twifted cords : He who in Heav*n doth dwell 
Shall laugh, the Lord fhall feoff them, then fevere 

Speak to them in his wrath, and in his fell lo 

And fierce ire trouble them ; but I, faith he. 
Anointed have my king (though ye rebel) 

On Sion my holy' hill. , A firm decree 
I will declare ; the Lord to me hath faid 
Thou art my Son, I have begotten thee 15 

This day ; afk of me, and the grant is made ; 
As thy poffeffion I on thee bellow 
Th' Heathen, and as thy conqueft to be fway'd 

Earth's utmoA bounds : them (halt thou bring full 
low 
With iron fcepter bruis'd, and them difpcrfe 20 
Like to a potter's vcffel fhiver'd fo. 

And now be wife at length, ye Kings averic, 
fie taught, ye Judges of the earth ; with fear 
Jehovah ferve, and let your joy converie 

With trembling ; kifs the Sop, left he appear 25 

In anger, and ye peri/h in the way. 
If once his wrath take fire like fuel fere. 

Happy all thofe who have in him their Hay ! 
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PSAL. III. Aug. 9, 1655 

When he fled from Abfalom. 

LORD, how many are my foes ! 
How many thofc 
That in arms againft me rife ! 
Many are they 
That of my life diftruftfully thus fay, 5 

No help for him in God there lies. 
But thou. Lord, art my fhield, my glory. 
Thee through my ftory 
Th' exalter of my head I count ; 

Aloud I cry'd 10 

Unto Jehovah, he full foon reply'd 
And heard me from his holy mount. 
1 lay and ilept, I wak'd again. 
For my fuftain 
Was the Lord. Of many millions 15 

The populous rout 
I fear not, though incamping round about 
They pitch againft me their pavilions. 
Rife, Lord; fave me, my God; for thou 

Haft fmote ere now 20 

On the cheek-bone all my foes. 
Of men abhorr'd 
Haft broke the teeth. This help was from the Lord; 
Thy blefling on thy people flows. 

P s A L. IV. 
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PsAL. IV. Aug. 10, i653, 

-- . , ^ WER me when I call, 
-XX God of my righteoufnefs. 
In flraits and in diflrefs 
Thou didft me difinthrall 
And fet at large; now fpare, f 

Now pity me, and hear my earneft prayer. 
Great ones, how long will ye 
My glory have in fcom. 
How long be thus forbom 

Still to love vanity; lO 

To love, to feek, to prize 

Things falfe and vain, and nothing elfe but lies ? 
Yet know the Lord hath chofe, 
Chofe to himfelf apart. 

The good and meek of heart jr 

(For whom to choofe he knows) : 
Jehovah from on high 

Will hear my voice what time to him I cry. 
Be aw'd, and do not fin. 

Speak to your hearts alone, 20 

Upon your beds, each one. 
And be at peace within. 
Offer the offerings jufl 

Of righteoufnefs, and in Jehovah truft 
Many there be that fay 25 

Who yet will fhow us good ? 
Talking like this world's brood; 
But, Lord, thus let me pray^ 

On 
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On us lift up the light. 

Lift up the favor of thy countenance brig] 
Into my heart more joy 
And gladnefs thou haft put. 
Than when a year of glut 
Their ftores doth over-cloy. 
And from their plenteous grounds 35 

With vaft increafe their com and wine abounds. 
In peace at once will I 
Both lay me down and fleep. 
For thou alone doft keep 

Me fafe where'er I lie; 4f 

As in a rocky cell 

Thou, Lord, alone in fafety mak*ft me dwell. 



PsAL. V. Aug. 12, 1653, 

JEHOVAH, to my words give ear. 
My meditation weigh. 
The voice of my complaining hear 
My King and God; for unto thee I pray. 

Jehovah, thou my early voice 5 

Shalt in the morning hear, 
I' th' morning I to thee with choice 
Will rank my prayers, and watch till thou appear. 
For thou art not a God that takes 

In wickednefs delight, 10 

Evil with thee no biding makes. 
Fools or mad men fland not within thy fight. 

All 
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■kers of iniquity 
1 hat^fl; and them unbleft 
vilt dellroy that fpeak a lie ; 15 

The bloody* and guileful man God doth detcft. 
But I will in thy mercies dear, ' 

Thy numerous mercies, go 
Into thy houfe ; I in thy fear 
Will tow'rds thy holy temple worihip low. 20 

Lord, lead me in thy righteouihefs. 

Lead me becaufe of thdfe 
That do obferye if I tranfgrefs : 
Set thy ways right before, where my ftep goes; 
For in his faltring mouth unliable 25 

No word is firm or footh ; 
Their inlide, troubles miferable; 
An open grave their throat, their tongue they finoodi. 
God, find them guilty ; let them fall 

By their own counfels quell'd ; 30 

Pufh them in their rebellions all 
Still on ; for againft thee they have rebell'd. 
Then all who truft in thee ihall bring 
Their joy, while thou from blame 
. Defend'ft them, they (hall ever fing Si 

And Ihall triumph in thee, who love diy name. 
For thou, Jehovah, wilt be found 

To blefs the jufl man fHll, 
As with a fhield thou wilt furround 
Him with thy lalling favor and good-will. 40 
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P s A L. VI. Aug. 13, 1653 

LORD, in thine anger do not reprehe 
Nor in thy hot difpleafurc me corred; 
Pity me, Lord, for I am much dejedl. 
And very weak and faint; heal and amend me : 
For all my bones, that ev'n with anguiih akc, 5 

Are troubled, yea my foul is troubled fore. 
And thou, O Lord, how long ? turn. Lord, rcftore 
My foul, O fave me for thy goodnefs' fake : 
For in death no remembrance is of thee ; 
Who in the grave can celebrate thy praife ? 10 

Wearied I am with fighing out my days. 
Nightly my couch I make a kind of fea ; 
My bed I water with my tears ; mine eye 
Through grief confumes, is waxen old and dark 
I' th' midft of all mine enemies that mark. 15 

Depart all ye that work iniquity. 
Depart from me, for the voice of my weeping 
The Lord hath heard, the Lord hath heard my 

prayer. 
My fupplication with acceptance fair 
The Lord will own, and have me in his keeping. 20 
Mine enemies fhall aU be blank and dafh'd 
With much confufion; then grown red with fhame. 
They fhall return in hafte the way they came. 
And in a moment fhall be quite abalh'd. 
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JMILTON'S POEMS. 

I PsAL. VII. Aug. 14, 1653. 

m words of Cufh the Benjanute agmH YilnL 

Pi), my God, to thee I fly. 
Save me and fecure me under 
Thy proteftion while I cry. 
Left as a lion (and no wonder) 
He hafte to tear my foul afunder^ 5 

Tearing and no refcue nigh. 

Lord, my God, if I have thought 

Or done this, if wickednefs 

Be in my hands, if I have wrought 

111 to him that meant me peace, 10 

Or to him have render'd lefs. 

And not free'd my foe for nought; 

Let th' enemy purfue my foul 

And overtake it, let him tread 

My life down to the earth, and roll ij 

In the duft my glory dead. 

In the duft, and there out-fpread 

Lodge it with diftionor fouL 

Rife, Jehovah, in thine ire, 

Roufe thyfelf amidft the rage . io 

Of my foes that urge like fire ; 

And wake for me, their fury* aflwage; 

Judgment here thou didft engage 

And command, which I deike. 

So 
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So th' aflemblies of each nation 

Will furround thee, feeking right. 

Thence to thy glorious habitation 

Return on high and in their fight. 

Jehovah judgeth moft upright 

All people from the wwld's foundation. 30 

Judge me. Lord, be judge in this 

According to my righteoufnefs. 

And the innocence which is 

Upon me : taufe at length to ccafc 

Of evil men the wickednefs 3? 

And their power that do amifs. 

But the juft eftablifh faft. 

Since thou art the juft God that tries 

Hearts and reins. On God is caft 

My defence, and in him lies, ^O 

In him who, both juft and wife. 

Saves th' upright of heart at laft. 

God is a juft judge and fevere. 

And God is every day offended; 

If th' unjuft will not forbear, a^ 

His fword he whets, his bow hatn bended 

Already, and for him intended 

The tools of death, that waits him near. 
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purpofely made he 

Lt perfeciite.) Behold 5* 

ig with vanity, 
1 rouDie nc nath conceiv'd of old 
As in a womb, and from that mold 
Hath at length brought forth a lie. 

He digg'd a pit, and delved it deep, 5i 

And fell into the pit he made ; 

His mifchief, that due courfe doth keep. 

Turns on his head, and his ill trade 

Of violence will undelay'd 

Fall on his crown with ruin fteep. ^ 

Then will I Jehovah's praife 
According to his juftice raife. 
And fing the Name and Deity 
Of Jehovah the moft high. 

PsAL. VIII.. Aug. 14, r653. 

O Jehovah our Lord, how wondrous great 
And glorious is thy name through all the earth ! 
So as above the Heav'ns thy praife to fet 
Out of the tender mouths of lateft birth. 

Out of the mouths of babes and fucklings thou 5 
Haft founded ftrength becaufe of all thy foes. 

To ftint th' enemy, and flack th* avenger's brow, 
That bends his rage thy providence to' oppofe. 

A When 
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When I behold thy Heav'ns, thy fingers' j 
The moon and flars which thou fo bright 

In the pure firmament, then faith my hear 
what is man that thou remembreil yc 

And think 'ft upon him ; or of man begot. 
That him thou vifit'ft, and of him art found ? 

Scarce to be lefs than Gods, thou raad'ft his lot, re 
With honor and with Hate thou haft him crown 'd. 

0*er the works of thy hand thou mad'ft him Lord, 
Thou haft put all under his lordly feet. 

All flocks, and herds, by thy commanding word. 
All beafts that in the field or foreft meet, 2Q 

Fowl of the Heav'ns, and fifti that through the wet 
Sea paths in ftioals do Aide, and know no dearth, 

Jehovah our Lord, how wondrous great 

And glorious is thy name through all the earth ! 

April, 1648. J. M. 

Nine of the Psalms done into Meter> 

Wherein all, but what is in a different charafter, are 
the very words of the text, tranflated from the 
originaL 

PSAL. LXXX. 

1 'T^HOU Shepherd that doft liracl i#r/^ 

X Give ear in time of need. 
Who leadeft like a flock of^iheep 
Thy lovfj Jofcph's feed ; 

Oa That 
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tween the Cherubs bright, j 

heir tvings out-fpread, 

and from thy cUud gi<ve light,, 

'foes thy dread. 

2 In Ephraim's view and Benjamin's, 

And in ManafTe's fight, lo 

Awake • thy ftrength, come, and hefeen 
To fave us iy thy might. 

3 Turn us again, thy grace divine 
7v US, O God, 'uouchfafe; 

Caufe thou thy face on us to (hine, ij 

And then we fhall be fafe. 

4 Lord God of Hofls, how long wilt thou. 
How long wilt thou declare 

Thy f fmoking wrath, and angry hro^w 

Againfl thy people's prayer ! 20 

5 Thou feed'll them with the bread of tears. 
Their bread with tears they eat. 

And mak'ft them I largely drink the tears 

Wherenvith their cheeks are ivet, 
€ A ftrife thou mak'ft us and a prey 25 

To every neighbour foe, 
Amqn^ themfelves they |] laugh, they |j play, 

And II flouts at us they throw. 
7 Return us, and thy grace dinjine, 

O God of Holls, 'vouchfafe ; jO 

Caufe tkou thy face on us to fhine. 

And then we fhall be fafe. 

♦ Cn%rtra% f Cnajhanta* 



X Sbanjb. II 


J'llgncsu^ 
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S A vine from Egypt thou haft brought 
Thy free love made it thine. 
And drov'fl out nations, proud and haut. 

To plant this lovely vine. 
9 Thou didft prepare for it a place. 
And root it deep and faft. 
That it hegan to gro^ apace. 

And fill'd the land at laft, 40 

10 With her green fhade that cover'd all. 
The hills were o^er-Jpread, 

Her boughs as high as cedars tall 
Advanced their lofty head, 

1 1 Her branches on the *wejiernjtde 4J 
Down to the fea Ihe fent. 

And upvjard to that river ivide 
Her other branches nuent. 

12 Why haft thou laid her hedges low. 

And broken down her fence, 50 

That all may pluck her, as they go. 
With rudejl violence ? 

13 The tufked boar out of the wood 
Up turns it by the roots. 

Wild beafts there brouze, and make their food 55 
Her grapes and tender Jhoots, 

14 Return now, God of Hofts, look down 
From Heav'n, thy feat divine. 

Behold us, hut ivithout afronvn, 

And vifit ^sjhy vine, 60 

O 3 15 Viiit 
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vine, which thy right hand 
.nd planted lang^ 
ig l>ranch, that for thyfeif 
made firm and fbong. 
it is confum'd with lire, 65 

nth axes dowa. 
It thy dreadful ire, 
uke and frown. 
man of thy right hand 
}d hand be AkV, 70 

of man, whom thou 
thyfeif haft made, 
re not go back from thee 
\fin and Jhame, 

^ou, then gladly we 7J i 

ipon thy Name. 
, and thy grace diinne, 
of Holh, 'uouchjafe ; 
ly face on us to ihine, 
ve fhall be fafe. 80 

PSAL. LXXXI. 

rod our ftrength fing loud, and clear, 

r loud to God wr Kinz, 

rod, that aU may hear, 

mations ring. 

lymn, prepare a fong, 5 

;1 hither bring, 

pfaltry bring along, 

Ajith pleafant^r//r^. 

3 Blow, 
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3 Blow, as is ijuonty in the new moon 
With trumpets' lofty found, 

Th' appointed time, the day whereon 
Our folemn feaft comes round, 

4 This was a ftatute gi^^n of old 
For Ifrael to ohfervcy 

A law of Jacob's God, to hold, 15 

From nvhence they might not fwerve. 

5 This he a teftimony ordain'd 
In Jofeph, not to change. 

When as he pafs'd through Egypt land ; 

The tongue I heard was llrange. 20 

6 From burden, and from JUeviJh toil, 
I fet his (houlder free : 

His hands from pots, and miry foil, 
Deliver'd were by me, 

7 When trouble did thee fore affail, aj 
On me then didft thou call. 

And I to free thee did not fail. 

And led thee out of thralL 
I anfwer'd thee in • thunder deep 

With clouds incompafs'd round ; 30 

I try'd thee at the water y?«r/ 

Of Meriba reno^n^d. 
8 Hear, O my People, heark€n nvell, 

I teftify to thee. 
Thou ancient fock of Ifrael, 33 

If thou wilt lift to me, 

♦ Be Setber ragnam* 

O 4 9 Throughout 
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the land of thy abode 
fhallbe, 

a foreign God 

1 thy knee. 40 
19 X <tm uic x>urd thy God which brought 

Thee out of Egypt land ; 
Aflc large enough, and I, he/ougbtf 
Will grant thy full demand. 

1 1 And yet my people would not heart 45 
Nor hearken to my voice ; 

And Ifrael, nuhom I hnj*dfo deatt 
Miflik'd me for his choice. 

12 Then did I leave them to their will. 

And to their wandering mind ; 50 

Their own conceits they followed (till. 
Their own devices blind. 

13 O that my people would be <wi/e. 
To ferve me all their days. 

And O that Ifrael would advife 55 

To walk my righteous ways. 

14 Then would I foon bring down their foes. 
That notv/o proudly rife. 

And turn my hand againil all tho/e 

That are their enemies. 60 

15 Who hate the Lord (hould then hefaiu 
To bow to him and bend> 

But they, his people, Jhould remain. 
Their time ihould have no end. 



16 And 
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P s A L. LXXXIL. 



ro 



1 /^^ O D in the * great * afTembly (lands 
VJ Of kings and lordly ft ates^ 

t Among the Gods, f on both his hands 
He judges and debates. 

2 How long will ye J pervert the right 
With \ judgment falfe and wrong. 

Favoring the wicked hy your mighty 
Who thence gro^ hold and ftrong ? 

3 II Regard the || weak and fatherlefs, 
II Difpatch the || poor man's caufe. 

And ** raife the man in deep diftrefs 
By •• juft and equal taws. 

4 Defend the poor and defdate. 
And refcue from the hands 

Of wicked men the low eftate 15 

Of him that help demands, 

5 They know not, nor will underlland. 

In darknefs they walk on, • 

The earth's foundations all are ff mov'd. 

And 1 1 out of order gone. 20 

* BagnaJath-el. \ Bekerenf. % Ttjhpbetu gna'uel. 

\ Sbipbtu-daU •♦ HatKd'iku. tt Jm.motu. 

6 Ifaid 
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ye were Gods, yea all 
r God moft high ; 
[ die like men, and fall 
inces die. 
8 Rife God, * judge thou the earth in might, 25 

This nvicked earth * redrefs. 
For thou art he who (halt by right 
The nations all poflefs. 

P s A L. LXXXIII. 

1 T) E not thou filcnt mnv at length, 
X) O God, hold not thy peace ; 

Sit thou not ftill, O God oS ftrengtb. 
We cry, and do not cea/e. 

2 For lo t\iy furious foes now f (well, 5 
And t ilorm outrageoufly. 

And they that hate thee, proud and fell. 
Exalt their heads full high. 

3 Againfl thy people they % contrive 

II Their plots and counfels deep, 10 

»* Them to infnare they chiefly ftrive, 
f f Whom thou dofl hide and keep. 

4 Come let us cut them off, fay they, 
• Till they no nation be. 

That Ifrael's name for ever may 15 

Be loft in memory. 



«* 



* Shipbta, f Jebemajun, J Jagnarim* i ^^* 

Jirtbjagnaifugnal. ff Tftpbuneca, 



For 
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5 For they confult * with all dw 
And all as one in mind 

Themfelves againft thee they ue 
And in firm union bind. 

6 The tents of E<ioin, and the brood 
Oi fcornful Iftimael, 

Moab, with them of Hagar's blood. 
That in the defer t d<vjelli 

7 Gebal and Amraon there confpire^ 35 
And hateful Amalec, 

The Fhiliftinsi and they of Tyre, 
Whofe bounds thefea doth check. 

8 With them great Afliur alfo bands 

And doth conjirm the knot : jO 

All theft ha've lent thetr firmed hands 
To aid the fons of Lot. 

9 Do to them as to Midian hold, 
That ^afled all the coaft. 

To Sifera, and as is told 3^ 

Thou didfi to Jabin's hofi. 
When at the brook of Kilhon old. 

They 'were repulsed and fain, 

10 At Endor quite cut off, and roU'd 

As dung upon the plain. 40 

1 1 As Zeb and Oreb evil fped. 
So let their princes fpeed. 

As Zeba, and Zalmunna bled. 
So let their princes bleed. 



* Lev ]acbdau* 



12 For 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LT O N'S P O E MS. 

idfi their pride have faid, 45 

/ feize fhall we 
md 'will no^w invade 
sly palaces. 
1*3 My God, oh make them as a wheel> 

No quiet let themfindi 50 

Giddy and refilefi let them reel 
Like ftubble from the wind. 

14 As 'when an aged wood takes fire 
Which on a fudden ftraysy 

The greedy flame runs higher and higher 5J 

Till all the mountains blaze ; 

15 So with thy whirlwind them purfue^ 
And with thy tempefl chafe ; 

16 f And till they f yield thee honor due. 

Lord, fill .with ihame their face. 6t 

17 Afham'd, and troubled let them be. 
Troubled, and fham'd for ever. 

Ever confounded, and fo die 
With Ihame, and/cape it never* 

18 Then (hall they know that thou, whofe name 65 
Jehovah is alone. 

Art the moil high, and thou the /ami 
O'er all the earth art one. 

• Neoth Elobm bears both* 
t Tbeyjeek thy Name. Hcb, 



PSAL. 
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PsAL. LXXXIV. 

I TTOW lovely are thy dwellings 1 

JnL O Lord of Hofts, how dear 
The plea/ant tabernacles are, 

fFhere thou doft dnuellfo near ! 
t My foul doth long and almoft die J 

Thy courts, O Lord, to fee : 
My heart and flefh aloud do cry, 

O living God, for thee. 

3 There ev'n the fysLrrow freed from fwrong 

Hath found a houfe of refty !• 

The fwallow there, to lay her young 

Hath built her brooding neft; 
Ev'n by thy altars. Lord of Hofts, 

They find their fafe abode y 
And home they fly from round the coafts X 5 

Toward thee, my King, my God. 

4 Happy, who in thy houfe refide. 
Where thee they ever praife : 

5 Happy, whofe ftrength in thee doth bide. 

And in their hearts thy ways. 23 

6 They pafs through Baca's thirfty vale, 
That dry and barren ground. 

As through a fruitful watery dale 
Where fprings and Ihowers abound. 

7 They journey on from ftrength to ftrength 25 
With joy and gladfome chear, 

Till all before our God at length 
In Sion do appear. 

8 Lord 
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of Hofts, hear no^w my prayer ; 

yod. give ear, ^^ 

our Ihieldj look on the face 

ited dear. 

10 ror one aay in thy courts to be 
Is better, and more blejiy 

Than in the joys of njanity ,- 

A thoufand days at heft. 
I in the temple of my God 

Had rather keep a door. 
Than dwell in tents, and rich ahode^ 

With finy^r e'uermore, aq 

1 1 For God the Lord both fun and (hield 
Gives grace and glory bright. 

No good from them fhall be withheld 

Whofe ways are juft and right. 
IZ Lord God of Hoils, that reign" ft on high, 45, 

That man is truly Well, 
Who only on thee doth rely. 

And in thee only reft. 

PsAL, LXXXV. 

1 ^ I ^ H Y land to favor gracioufly 

JL Thou haft not. Lord, been flack. 
Thou haft from hard captivity 
Returned Jacob back. 

2 Th' iniquity thou didft forgive c 
That ^wrought thy people woe. 

And all their fin, that did thee grie'ue. 
Haft hid lAjhere none fi all kmyw. 

3 Thine 
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3 Thine anger all thou hadfl ren 
And calmly didft return 

From thy * fierce wrath, which v 
Far worfe than fire to burn. 

4 God of our faving health and j^^^w. 
Turn us, and us reftore. 

Thine indignation caufe to ceafe 15 

Toward us, and chide no more* 

5 Wilt thou be angry without end. 
For ever angry thus. 

Wilt thou thy frowning ire extend 

From age to age on us ? 2» 

6 Wilt thou not f turn, and htar our njoictt 
And us again f revive. 

That fo thy people may rejoice. 
By thee prefervM alive ? 

7 Caufe us to fee thy goodnefs. Lord, 25 
To us thy mercy Ihew ; 

Thy faving health to us afford. 
And life in us rene^w. 

8 And noiAj what God the Lord will fpeak, 

I will goftrait and hear, 3# 

For to his people he fpeaks peace. 

And to his faints /«// deary 
To his <lear faints he will fpeak peace> 

But let them never more 
Return to folly, hut fur ceafe 35 

To trefpafs as before. 



• Heb. the hurmng heat of thy %vratb» 
•(• Heb. Turn to quicken us. 



^ Surely 
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fuch as do him fear 
» at hand, 
ill ere long appear 

ithin our land. if o 

tv ivAti^./ Aiid Truth that long ivere mifs^d 

^ow joyfully are met ; 
Siveet Peace and Righteoufnefs have kifs'd, 
jind band in hand are/et. 

1 1 Truth from the earth, like to ajUmier^ 45 
Shall bud and blofTom then^ 

And Juflice from her heavenly bower 
• Look down on mortal men, 

12 The Lord will alfo then beilow 

Whatever thing is good, 50 

Our land fhall forth in plenty throw 
Her fruits to be our food, 

1 3 Before him Righteoufnefs fhall go 
His royal harbinger ; 

Then * will he come, and not be flow, 55 

His footfleps cannot err. 

PsAL. LXXXVL 

I ^ I ^HY gracious car, O Lord, incline, 

A O hear me, / thee pray^ 
For I am poor, and almoft pine 
With need, and fad decay ^ 

* Hcb, He wUlfet bis/eps f» the way, 

2 Preferve 
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^ Preferve my foul, for * I have trod 

Thy ways* and love the juft ; 
Save thou thy fervant, O my God, 

Who//// in thee doth trulL 
3 Pity me. Lord, for daily thee 

I call ; 4. O make rejoice 10 

Thy fervant's foul ; for. Lord, to thee 

I lift my foul and 'voice. 

5 For thou art good, thou. Lord, art prone 
To pardon, thou to all 

Art full of mercy, thou alone 15 

To them that on thee call. 

6 Unto my fupplication. Lord, 
Give ear, and to the cry 

Of my incejfant prayers afford 

Thy hearing gracioufly. 20 

7 I in the day of my diftrefs 
Will call on thee /or aid\ 

For thou wilt grant m&free accefs% 
And anfwer luhat I prayed. 

8 Like thee among the Gods is none* 25 
O Lord, nor any works 

Of all that other Gods have done 
Like to thy glorious works. 

9 The nations aU whom thou haft made 

Shall come, and all Jhall frame 30 

To bow them low before thee. Lord, 
And glorify thy name. 

• Heb. lam gooJf hving, a doer of good and holy things* 

Vol, XIL P 10 For 
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t thou art, and wonders great 
ong hand are done, 

e'vtrlafting feat 35 

: God alone. ^ 

1 1 Teach me, O Lord, thy way mofi right, 

I in thy truth will bide. 
To fear thy name my heart unite. 

So Jhcdl it ne'ver Jlide. ^ 

iz Thee wUl I praife, O Lord my God, 

I'hee honor and adore 
With my whole heart, and blaze abroad 
Thy name for evermore. 

13 For great thy mercy is tow'rd me, 45 
And thou haft free'd my (bul, 

Ev'n from the loweft Hell fet free. 
From deepeft darkne/s foul. 

14 O God, the proud againft me rifc. 

And violent men are met 5° 

To feek my Ufe, and in their eyes 
No fear of thee have fet. 

15 But thou. Lord, art the God njoft mild. 
Readied thy grace to (hew. 

Slow to be angry, and artftiVd 55 

Moft merciful, moft true. 
i6 O turn to roe thy face at lengthy 

And me have mercy on, 
Unto thy fervant give thy ftrength. 

And fave thy handmaid's fon. 



60 



-4g*.- - ,7 Sotne 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PSALM LXXXVr. 

tj Some fign of good to me afford. 

And let my foes /^» fee. 
And be afham'd, becaufe thou, Lord» 

Dofl help and comfort me, 

PsAL. LXXXVII. 

1 A M O N G the holy mountains ^^^ 
-^X Is his foundation Bl% 

There feated is his fanSIuary, 
His temple there is placed, 

2 Sionh fair gates the Lord loves more c 
Than all the dwellingsyi^/r 

Of Jacob's landy though there befiore. 
And all ^within his care. 

3 City of God, moil glorious things 

Of thee abroad are ipoke ; Iq 

4 I mention Egypt, 'where proud kings 
Did our forefathers yoke. 

I mention Babel to my friends, 

PhililHa/«//£/^y?z,r», 
And Tyre with Ethiop's utmofl ends, 15 

Lo this man there was born : 

5 But t^ice that praife Jhall in our iar 
Be faid of Sion /«/?, 

This and this man was born in her* 

High God fhall ^x her faft. 29 

i The Lord (hall write it in a fcroU 
^That ne'er fhall be out- worn. 
When he the nations doth inroll* 

That this man there was born. 

P 2 7 Both 
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' who fing, and they who dance, 
?d/ongs are there, 
< brooks, and foft ftreams glance^ 
ly fountains clear. 

PsAL. LXXXVIII. 

D God, that doft me fave and keep, 
day to thee I cry ; 
iit long before thee tfjeep, 
ee proftrate lie. 
prefence let my prayer 
'J de^vout afcend, 
cries, that ceafelefs are, 
r with favor bend. 
'd with woes and trouble ftorc 
;*d my foul doth lie, 
death's unchearful door 
grave draws nigh. 
1 1 am with them that pafs 
the dlfmal pit, 
lan, but weak alas, 
that name unlit, 
e difcharg'd and parted quite 
the dead xojleep, 
le flain in bloody fight 
the grave lie deep, . ^' 

• Keb, A man without manly firengtb* 

Wlioii 
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Whom thou remembercft no more, 

Doft never more regard. 
Them from thy hand delivered o'er ' 

Death^s hideous hou/e hath barred. 

6 Thou in the loweft pit profound 25 
Haft fet me all forlorn. 

Where tluckeft darknefs hovers round. 
In horrid deeps to mourn* 

7 Thy wrath, yro/» nxjhich no Jhelterfa<uesy 

Full fore doth prefs on me ; 3^ 

* Thou break'ft upon me all thy ways, 

• And all thy waves bieak me. 
S Thou doft my friends from me eftrange. 

And mak*ft me odious. 
Me to them odious, yi?r they change^ 35 

And I here pent up thus. 

9 Through forrow, and aiflidion great. 
Mine eye grows dim and dead. 

Lord, all the day I thee intreat. 
My hands to thee I fpread. 40 

10 Wilt thou do wonders on the dead. 
Shall the deceased arife 

And praife \!l^tefrom their loathfome bed 
With pale and holloa eyes ? 

11 Shall they thy loving -kindnefs tell 4S 
On whom the grave hath hold. 

Or they who in perdition dijuell. 
Thy faithfulnefs «»/oA//» 

♦ The Hebr. bean both* 
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can thy mighty band 
; ads be known> ^0 

he gloomy land 
don ? 
Ij But I to thee, O Lord, do cry. 

Ere yet my life be /pent. 
And up to thee my prayer dotb hie, tt 

Each mom, and thee prevent. 

14 Why wilt thou. Lord, my foul forfake. 
And hide thy face from mc ? 

15 That am already bruis'd, and *. (hake 

With terror fent from thee ? 60 

Bruis'd, and affli6led, %xAfo low 

As ready to expire. 
While I thy terrors undergo 

Aftonifh'd with thine ire. 

16 Thy fierce wrath over me doth flow, 65 
Thy threatnings cut me through : 

17 All day they round about me go. 
Like waves they me purfue. 

18 Lover and friend thou haft remov'd. 

And fevcr'd from me far : 70 

They^ me nonjt; whom I have lovM, 
And as in darknefs are. 

• HeU Pra ConcuJ/hne. 



A Paraphrafc 
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A Paraphrafe on P s a l. CXP 

This and the following Pfalm were done by the Au- 
thor at fifteen years old. 

WHEN the bleft feed of Terah's faithful fon 
After long toil their liberty had won. 
And paft from Pharian fields to Canaan land. 
Led by the ftrength of the Almighty's hand, 
Jehovah's wonders were in Ifrael fhown, 5 

His praife and glory was in Ifrael known. 
That faw the troubled fea, and fhivering fled. 
And fought to hide his froth-becurled head 
Low in the earth ; Jordan's clear ftreams recoil. 
As a faint hoft that hath receiv'd the foil. lo 

The high, huge-bellied mountains fkip like rams 
Amongft their ewes, the little hills like lambs. 
Why fled the ocean ? And why ikipt the mountains ? 
Why turned Jordan tow'rd his cryftal fountains ? 
Shake, Earth, and at the prefence be aghaft 15 

Of him that ever was, and ay fliall laft. 
That glaflfy floods from rugged rocks can crulh. 
And make foft rills from £ery flmt-fiones gufh. 
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PSAL. CXXXVI. 

with a gladfome mind 

the Lord, for he is kind. 
For his mercies ay indure. 
Ever faithful, ever fure. 

Let us blaze his name abroad, j 

For of Gods he is the Godj 
For his ^c. 

O let us his praifes tell. 

Who doth the wrathful tyrants quell, lo 

For his ^c. 

Who with his miracles doth make 
Amazed Heav'n and Earth to fhake. 

For his Wr, 15 

Who by his wifdom did create 
The painted Heav'ns fo full of ftatc. 

For his ^c, ao 

Who did the folid earth ordain 
To rife above the watry plain. 
For his i^c. 

Who by his all-commanding might t^ 

Did fiil the new-made world with light 
For his ^c. 

And 
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And caus'd the golden-treffed fun, 
AH the day long his courfe to run. 
Fer his l^c. 

The homed moon to fhine by night, 
Amongft her fpangled fillers bright. 
For his ^ffr. 35 

He with his thunder-clafping hand 
Smote the firft-bom of Egypt land. 
For his ^c. 40 

And in defpite of Pharao fell. 
He brought from thence his IfracL 
For his ^c. 

The ruddy waves he cleft in twain 45 

Of the Erythraean main. 
For his l^c. 

The floods ftood ftill like walls of glafs. 
While the Hebrew bands did pafs. 50 

For his ^c. 

But full foon they did devour 
The tawny king with all his power. 
Forhise^fc. SS 



His 
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cople he did bleis 
Ful wildernefs. 
c. 



6a 



In bloody battel he brought down 
Kings of prowefs and renown. 
For his ^c. 

He foil'd bold Seon and his hod, 65 

That rul'd the Amorrean coaft. 
For his ^r. 

And large-limb'd Og he did fubdae. 
With all his over-hardy crew. 70 

For his ^c. 

And to his fervant Ifrael 

He gave their land therein to dwell. 

For his is^c, je 

He hath with a piteous eye 
Beheld us in our mifery. 

For his ^c. 80 

And freed us from the (lavery 
Of the invading enemy. 
For his ^c. 



AW 
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All living creatures lie doth feed. 
And with full hand fupplies their need. 
For his ^f. 

Let us therefore warble forth 

His mighty majefty and worth. 90 

For his ^c. 

That his manfion hath on high 
Above the reach of mortal eye. 

For his mercies ay indure, 95 

Ever faithful, ever furc. 
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JOANNIS MILTON! 
LONDINENSIS 

P O E M A T A. 



Quorum pleraque intra Annum iEtatis Vigefi- 
mum confcripfit. 
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H^C quae fequuntur de Authorc teftiii 
metii ipfe intelligebat non tam de fe quam lupra 
fe effe di^, e5 quod praeclaro ingenio viri, nee non 
anaici ita fere folent laudare, ut omnia fuis potius vir- 
tutibusy quam veritati congruentia nimis cupide affin- 
gant, noluit tamen horum egregiam in fe voluntatem 
non effe notam ; cum alii prseferrim ut id faceret mag- 
nopere fuaderent. Dirai enim nxmias laudis invidiam 
tods ab fe viribus amolitur, fibique quod plus aequo eft 
non attributum effe mavult, judicium interim hominum 
cordatorum atque illuftrium quin fummo fibi honoci 
ducat, negare non poteft. 

Joannes Baptifta Manfus, Marchio Villenfis, Neapo- 
litanus, ad Joannem Miltonium Anglum. 

T mens, forma, decor, fades, mos, ii pietas fie, ' 
Non Anglus, verum hercle Angelus ipfe fores. 



u 



Ad Joannem Miltonem Anglum triplici poefeos laurea 
coronandum, Graeca nimirum, Latina, atque He- 
trufca, Epigramma Joannis SalfUli Romani. 

CEDE Meles, cedat depreffa Mincius urna; 
Sebetus Taffum deiinat ufque loqui ; 
At Thamefis vidlor cundlis ferat altior undas» 
Nam per te, MUto, par tribuj unus erit. 



Ad 
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Ad Joannem Miltonum. 

« ^CI A Matonidem, jadlet fibi Roma Maronem, 

Vjr Anglia Miltonum jadlat utrique parem. 

Selvaggi. 



Al Sigmor Gio. Miltoni Nobile Inglefe. 
ODE. 

ERGIMI aU'EtraoClio 
Perche di ftelle intrecciero corona 
Non piu del Biondo Dio 
La Fronde eterna in Pindo, e in Elicona, 
Dienfi a merto maggior, maggiori i fregi, 
A* celefte virtu celelH pregi. 

Non puo del tempo edace 
Rimaner preda> eterno alto valore 
Non puo r oblio rapace 
Furar dalle memorie eccelfo onore, 
Su 1' arco di mia cetra un dardo forte 
Virtu m'adatti, e feriro la morte. 

Del Ocean profondo 

Cinta dagli ampi gorghi Anglia refiede 

Separata dal mondo^ 

Perd che il fuo valor I'umana eccedef 

Quefta feconda sa produrre Eroi, 

Ch' hanno a ragion del fovruman tra noL 

Alia 
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Alk virtu Ibandita 

Danno ne i petd lor fido ricettOj 

Quella gli e fol gradita, 

Perche in lei fantrovar gioia, e diletto; 

Ridillo tu, Giovannij e moih^ in tanto 

Con taa vera virtu, vero il xnio Canto, 

Long! dal Patrio lido 

Spinfe Zeufi V induftre ardcnte brama ; 

Ch' udio d' Helena il grido 

Con aurea tromba rimbombar la famat 

E per poterla effigiare al paro 

Dalle piu belle idee traiTe il pii^ raro, 

Cofi I'Ape ingegnofa 
Trae con indufhia il fuo liquor pregiato 
Dal giglio e dalla rofa> , 

£ quanti vaghi iiori omano il prato; 
Formano un dolce fuon diverTe Chorde« 
Fan varie voci melodia Concorde, 

Di bella gloria amenta 

Milton dal Ciel natio per varie parti 

Le peregrine piante 

Volgefti a ricercar fcienze, ed arti; 

Del Gallo regiiator vedefti i Regni« 

E dell' Italia ancor gl' Eroi piu degni. 

Vol. XIL Q Fabro 
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ifi divino 
bol virtii rintracciando il tuo pcnfiero 
Vide in ogni confino 
Chi di nobil valor calca il fenriero ; 
L' otrimo dal miglior dopo fcegliea 
Per fabbricar d' ogni virtu V idea. 

Quand nacquero in Flora 

O in lei del parlar Tofco apprefer I'arte, 

La cui memoria onora 

II mondo fatta eterna in dotte cartej 

Voleili ricercar per tuo teforo, 

E parlafti con lor nell* opre loro. 

Nell' altera Babelle 

Per te il parlar confufe Giove in vano, 

Che per varie favelle 

Di fe ftefla trofeo cadde fu'l piano : 

Ch* Ode oltr' all Anglia il fuo piu degno Idioma 

Spagna, Francia, Tofcana, e Grecia e Roma. 

I piu profondi arcani 

Ch' occulta la natura e in cielo e in terra 

Ch* a Ingegni fovrumani 

Troppo avaro tal' hor gli chiude, e ferra, 

Chiaromente conofci, e giungi al fine 

Delia moral virtude al gran confine. 
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Non batta il Tempo Tale, 

Fermifi immoto, e in un fermin fi gV anni, 

Che di virtu immortalc 

Scorron di troppo ingiuriofi a i danni ; 

Che s'opre degne di Poema o ftoria 

Furon gia. Thai prefenti alia memoria, 

Dammi tua dolct Cetra 

Se vuoi ch'io dica del tuo dolce canto^ 

Ch' inalzandoti all' Etra 

Di fard huomo celefte ottiene il vanto. 

In Tamigi il dira che gl' e conceiTo 

Per tc fuo cigno parreggiar PermefTo. 

I o che in riva del Arno 

Tento ipiegar tuo merto alto, e prcclaro 

So che fatico indarno> 

£ ad animirar, non a lodarlo imparo ; 

Freno dunque la lingua, e afcolto il core 

Che ti prende a lodar con lo ftupore. 



Del fig. Antonio Francini gentilhuomo 

Fiorentino* 



Q^a 
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JOANNI MILTONI 
LONDINENSI, 

Juveni patria, virtutibus eximio^ 

VIRO qui multa peregrinationey fludia cun£la orbis 
terrarum loca perfpexit, ut novus Ulyflcs omnia 
ubique ab omnibus apprehenderet : 

Polyglotto, in cujus ore lingux jam deperditae fie re- 
vivifcunt, ut idiomata omnia fint in ejus laudibus 
infacunda ; Et jure ea percallet, at admiradones et 
plaufus populorum ab propria fapientia excitatos in- 
telligat : 

Uli, cujus animi dotes corporifque fenfus ad admira- 
tionem commovent, et per ipfam motum cuique au- 
ferunt ; cujus opera ad plaufus hortantur, fed • ve- 
nuflate vocem laudatoribus adimunt. 

Cui in memoria totus orbis; in intelleftu fapientia; 
in voluntate ardor gloriae; in ore eloquentia; harmo- 
nicos coeleftium fphaerarum fonitus aftronomia duce 
audienti; charaderes mirabilium naturae per quos 

• vaftltate. Edit. 1645. 

0^3 Dei 
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lagnitudo defcribitur magifba phUofophia le- 
genti andquitatum latebras, vetuflatis excidia, era- 
didonis ambages, coxnite aflldua autorom ledk)ne» 

Exquirend, rcftaurand, percurrend. 
At cur nitor in arduum ? 

Illi in cujus \drtutibus evulgandis ora Famae non fuffi- 
ciant, nee hprninum ftupor in laudandis fads eft, 
reverendae et amoris ergo hoc ejus merids debitum 
admiradonis tributum oifert Carolus Datus Patricios 
J^lorendnus, 



Tanto homini fervus^ tantse virtuds amator. 
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E LEGIARDm 

LIBER PRIMUS. 

Elegia prima ad Carolum Deodatunc. 

TANDEM, chare, tuae mihi pervenere tabellae, 
Pertulit & voces nuncia charta tuas ; 
Pertulit occidua Devae Ceftreniis ab ora 

Vergivium prono qua petit amne falum, 
]M ultum crede juvat terras aluifTe remotas 5 

Pectus amans noilri, tamque fidele caput,, 
Quodque mihi lepidum tellus longinqua fodalem 

Debet, at unde brevi reddere jufTa velit. 
Me tenet urbs reflua quam Thamelis alluit unda, 

Meque nee invitum patria dulcis habet. 10 

Jam nee arundiferum mihi cura revifere Camum, 

Nee dudum vetiti me laris angit amor. 
Nuda nee arva placent, umbrafque negantia moUes, 

Quam male Phoebicolis convenit ille locus ! 
Nee duri libet ufque minas perferre magillri i J 

Caeteraque ingenio non fubeunda meo. 
' Si fit hoc exilium patrios adiiffe penates, 

Et vacuum curis otia grata fequi, 
Non ego vel profugi nomen, fortemve rccufo, 

L act us & exilii conditione fruor. • 20 

O utinam vates nunquam graviora tuliflet 

Ille Tomitano flebilis exul agro I 

CL4 Noa 
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c lonio quicquam cefiiiTet Homero, 
foret vifto laus tibi prima Maro. 
Tempora nam licet hie placidis dare libera Mufis, 25 

Et totum rapiunt me mea vita libri. 
Excipit hinc fefTum fmuofi pompa thcatri, 

Et vocat ad plaufus garrula fcena fuos. 
Scu catus auditur fenior, feu prodigus haercs, 

Seu procus, aut pofita caffide miles adefl^ 30 

5>ive decennali foecundus lite patronus 

Detonat inculto barbara verba foro ; 
Saepe vafer gnato fuccurrit fervus amanti, 

Et nafum rigidi fallit ubique patris ; 
Sxpe novos illic virgo mirata calorcs 35 

Quid fit amor nefcit, dum quoque ncfcit, amat 
Sive cruentatum furiofa Tragcedia fceptrum 

Quaflat, Sc efFufis crinibus ora rotat, 
Et dolet, & fpedlo, juvat & fpcftaffe dolendo, 

Interdum & lacr)'mis dulcis amator ineft : 40 

Seu puer infelix indelibata reliquit 

Gaudia, & abrupto flendus amore cadit, 
Seu ferus e tenebris iterat Styga criminis ultor 

Confcia funereo pedtora torre m ovens, 
Seu moeret Pelopeia domus, feu nobilis Hi, 45 

Aut luit inceflos aula Creontis avos. 
Sed neque fub te^lo feroper nee in urbe latetnus, 

Irrita nee nobis tempora veris eunt. 
Nos quoque lucus habet vicina eonfitus ulmo, 

Atque fuburbani nobilis umbra loci. 50 

Sxpius hie blandas fpirantia ildera flammas » 

Virgineos videas praeteriiiTc choros. 

Ah 
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Ah quoties digns (lupui miracala forma: 
Quae poiSt feninm vel reparare Jovis ! 

Ah quoties vidi Aiperantia lumina gemmas, jj 

Atque faces qaotquot volvit uterque polus ; 

CoUaque bis vivi Pelopis qux brachia vincant. 
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Huic Cnidon, & riguas Simocntis flumine valles> 

Huic Paphon, Sc rofeam poll habitura Cypron. 
Aft ego, dum pueri finit indulgentia caeci, 9} 

Mcenia quam fubito linquere faufta paro; 
Et vitare procul malefidae infamia Circes 

Atria, divini Molyos ufus ope. 
Stat quoque juncofas Cami remeare paludes, 

Atque iterum raucae murmur adire Schol*e. 9^ 
Interea iidi parvum cape munus amici, 

Paucaque in alternos verba coadla modos. 

Elecia Secunda^ Anno ^tatis 17. 
In obitum Praeconis Academici Cantabrigienfis. 

TE, qui confpicuus baculo fulgente folebas 
Palladium toties ore ciere gregem. 
Ultima praeconum praeconem te quoque faeva 

Mors rapit, officio nee favet ipfa fuo. 
Candidiora licet fuerint tibi tempora plumis 5 

Sub quibus accipimus delituiffe Jovem, 
O dignus tamen Haemonio juvenefcere fucco, 

Dignus in -^fonios vivere poffe dies, 
Dignus quem Stygiis medica revocaret ab undis 

Arte Coronides, faepe rogante dea. !• 

Tu fi jufTus eras acies accire togatas, 
Et celer a Phoebo nuntius ire tuo. 
Talis in Iliaca flabat Cyllenius aula 
-Alipes, a^therea miflus ab arce Patris. 
alls & Eurybates ante ora furentis Achillei 15 

;KettuIzt Atrid* jufla fevera ducis. 

Magna 
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Magna fepulchrorum retina, fatelles Averni 

Saeva nimis Mufis> Palladi fzeva nimis, 
Quin illos rapias qui pondus inutile terrae, 

Turba quidem eft telis ifta petenda tuis. • 20 

Veftibus hunc igitur pullis Academia luge, 

Et madeant lacrymis nigra feretra tuis. 
Fundat & ipfa modos querebunda Elegeia triftes, 

Perfonet & totis naenia moefta fcholis. 

Elegia Tertia, Anno iEtatis 17. 
In obitum * Praefulis Wintonieniis. 

MGeftus erarn^ Sc tacitus nullo comitante fedebamt 
Haerebantque animo triftia plura meo, 
Prodnus en fubiit funeftae dadis imago 

Fecit in Angliaco quam Libitina folo ; 
Dum procerum ingrefla eft fpl^ndentes marmore turres, 

Dira fepulchrali mors metuenda face ; 
Pulfavitque auro gravidos & jafpide muros. 

Nee metuit fatrapum ftemere falce greges. 
Tunc memini clarique ducis, fratrifque verendi 

Jntempeftivis ofla cremata rogis : 10 

Et memini Heroum quos vidit ad aethera raptos, 

Flevit & amiflbs Belgia tota duces. 
At te praecipue luxi, digniflime Praeful, 

Wintoniaeque olim gloria magna tuae ; 
Belicui fletu, & trifti fie ore querebar, 15 

Mors fcra Tartareo diva fecunda Jovi, 

* Lancelot Andrews^ who died Sept. 21 , 1626. 

Nonnc 
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fatis quod fylva tuas perfennat iras, 

Et quod in herbofos jus dbi detor agros, 
Quodque afliaU tuo marcefcant liUa tabo, 

Et crocus, & pulchrae Cypridi facra rofa, 20 

Nee finis ut femper fluvio contermina qoercas 

Miretur lapfus praetereunds aqux ? 
Et tibi fuccumlHt liquido quae plurima ccelo 

Evehitur pennis quamtibet augur avis, 
Et quae mille nigris errant animalia fylvis, 23 

Et quod alunt mntam Proteos antra pecas. 
Invida, tanti tibi cum fit concefla poteftas ; 

Quid juvat humana tingere caede manus ? 
NobUeque in pe^s cerUs acuifife iagittas, 

Semideamque animam fede fngafie foi ? 30 

Talia dum lacrymans alto fab peaore vdvo, 

Rofcidus occiduii Hcfpcrus exit aquis, 
Et Tartcffiaco fubmerfcrat sequore currom 

Phcebus, ab eoo littore menfos iter. 
Nee mora, membra cavo pofiii refbvenda cobili, 35 

Condiderant ocalos noxque fc^xirqiie meos : 
Cum mihi vifus eram lato fpatiarier agro, 

Heu nequit ingenium vifa referre meum. 
Illic panicea radiabant omnia hice, 

Ut matutino cum juga ible robent. 4° 

Ac veluti cum pandit opes Thanmantia prdes, 

Veftitu nituit muiticolore fdom. 
Non dea tam vanis omavit floribns hortos 

Alcinoi, Zephyro Chloris amata levL 
Flumina vemantes lambunt argentea campos, 45 

Ditior Hefperio flavet arena Tago. 

Scrpit 
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Serpit odoriferas per opes levis aura Favoni, 

Aura fub innumeris humida nata rofis. 
Talis in extremis tcrrae Gangctidis orii 

Luciferi regis fingitur effe domus, 50 

Ipfe radmiferis dum den&s vitibus umbras 

Et pcUucentcs miror ubique locos, 
Ecce mihi fubito Praeful Wintonius aiUt, 

Sidereum niti d o iVdfit in ore jubar; 
Veftis ad auratos defluxit Candida talos, 55 

Infula divinum cinxerat alba caput. 
Dumque fenex tali incedit venerandus amidu, 

Intremuit Iseto florea terra fono. 
Agmina gemmatis plaudunt coeleftia pennis, 

Pura triumphali perfonat aethra tuba. 60 

Quifquc novum amplexu comitem cantuque falutat, 

Hofque aliquis placido mifit ab ore fonos ; 
Nate, veni, & patrii fclix cape gandia regni. 

Semper ab hinc duro, nate, labore vaca. 
Dixit, & aligerae tctigerunt nablia turmae, 65 

At mihi cum tenebris aurea pulfa quies. 
Flebam turbatos Cephaleia pellice fomnos, 
Talia contingant (omnia faepc mihi. 



Eleg 1 A 
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Elecia Quart a. Anno -^tatis i8. 

Ad Thomam Junium praeceptorem fuum, apud mer- 
catores Anglicos Hamburgae agentes^ Paftoris mu- 
nere fungentem. 

CUR RE per immenfum fubitd mea littera pontami 
I, pete Teutonicos lasve per sequor agros ; 
Segnes rumpe moras, & nil, precor, obflet eunti, 

Et feflinantis nil remoretur iter. 
Ipfe ego Sicanio frsenantem carcere ventos S 

-^olon, & virides follicitabo Deos, 
Coeruleamque fuis comitatam Dorida Nymphis, 

Ut tibi dent placidam per fua regna viam. 
At tu, fi poteris, celeres tibi fume jugales, 

Vedla quibus Colchis fugit ab ore viri ; 10 

Aut queis Triptolemus Scythicas devenit in oras 

Gratus Eleufma miiTus ab urbe puer. 
Atque ubi Germanas flavere videbis arenas, 

Ditis ad Hamburgae mcenia flefte gradum, 
Dicitur occifo quae ducere nomen ab Hama, ij 

Cimbrica quern fertur clava dedifTe neci. 
Vivit ibi antiquae clarus pietatis honore 

Praeful Chrifticolas pafcere dodlus oves : 
Ille quidem efl animae plufquam pars altera nofbas, 

Dimidio vitae vivere cogor ego. 2Q 

Hei mibi, quot pelagi, quot montes interjeftt 

Me faciunt alia parte carere mei I 

Chaiior 
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Charior ille mihi quam tu dcfiftiflime Graium 

Cliniadi, pronepos qui Telamonis erat ; 
Quamque Stagirites generofo magnus alumno, 25 

Quem peperit Libyco Chaonis alma Jovi. 
QuaUs Amyntorides, qualis Philyreius Heros 

Myrmidonum regi, talis & ille mihi. 
Primus ego Aonios illo praeeunte reccfTus 

Luftrabam, & bifidi facra vireta jugi, 30 

Pieriofque haufi latices, Clioque favente, 

Caftalio fparii laeta ter ora mero. 
Flammeus at fignum ter viderat arietis Mxhon, 

Induxitque auro lanea terga novo, 
Jifque novo terram fparfifti Chlori fenilcm 35 

Gramine, bifque tuas abftulit Aufter opes : 
Necdum ejus licuit mihi lumina pafcere vultu, 

Aut linguae dulces aure bibi^e fonos. 
Vade igitur, curfuque Eurum praeverte fonorum, 

Quam fit opus monitis res docet, ipfa vides. 40 
Invenies dulci cum conjuge forte fedentem, 

Mulcentem gremio pignora charo fuo, 
Forfitan aut vsterum praelaiga volumina patrum 

Verfantem, aut veri biblia facra Dei, 
Coeleftive animas facurantem rore tenellas, j^c 

Grande falutiferse religionis opus. 
Utque fplet, multam fit dicere cura falutem, 

Dicere quam decuit, fi modo adeffet, herum. 
Hxc quoque paulum oculos in humum defixa modeflos 
' Verba verpcundo fis memor ore loqui: co 

Hiec tibi, fi teneris vacat inter praelia Mufis, 

Mictit ab. Angliacp littore iida manus. 

Accipe 
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fmceram, quamvis fit fera^ falutem ; 

rial & hoc ipfo gratior ilia ribi. 
Sera quidem, fed vera fuit, quam cafta recepit 55 

Icaris a lento Penclopei'a viro. 
Aft ego quid volui manifeftom tollcre crimen» 

Ipfe quod ex omni parte levare neqidt ? 
Arguitur tardus meritd, noxamque fatetur, 

£t pudet officium deferuifTe fuum. 60 

Tu modo da veniam faflb, veniamqae xx)gantij 

Crimina diminui, quae patuere> folent* 
Non ferus in pavidos riftus diducit hiantes 

Vulnifico pronos nee rapit ungue Ico. 
S»pe fariffiferi crudelia peftora Thrads 6j 

Supplicis ad mceftas delicuerc preces. 
Extenfacque manus avertunt fulminis i£ias, 

Placat 8c iratos hoftia parva Decs. 
Jamque diu fcripMc tibi fuit impetus illi. 

Neve moras ultra ducere paffus Amor. 70 

Nam vaga Fama refert, heu nuntia vera malomm I . 

In tibi iinitimis bella tumere locis, 
Teque tuamque urbem truculento milite dngi, 

£t jam Saxonicos arma paraiTe duces. 
Te circum late campos populatur Enyo, 75 

£t fata came virum jam cruor arva ligat ; 
Germanifque fuum conceffit Thracia Martem^ 

Illuc Odryfios Mars pater egit equos ; 
Perpetuoque comans jam deflorefcit oliva> 

Fugit & aerifonam Diva perofa tubam^ io 

Fugit io terris, & jam non ultima virgo 
Creditur ad fuperas jufta volafle domes. 

Tc 
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Te tamen interea belli circumfonat horror^ 

Vivis & ignoto folus inopfque folo ; 
Et, tibi quam patrii non exhibuere penates, 85 

Sede peregrina quaeris egenus openii 
Patria dura parens, & faxis faevior albis 
Spumea quae pulfat littoris unda tui, 
Siccine te decet innoeuos exponere foetus, 

Siccine in exteraam ferrea cogis humum^ 90 

Et finis ut terris quaerant alimenta remotis 
Quos tibi profpiciens miferat ipfe Deus, 
Et qui laeta ferunt de coelo nuntia, quique 

Quae via pod cineres ducat ad aftra, decent ? 
Digna quidem Stygiis quae vivas claufa tenebris, 95 

^ternaque animae digna perire fame ! 
Haud aliter vates terrae Thefbitidis olim 

Preffit inaffueto devia tefqua pede, 
Defertafque Arabum falebras, dum regis Achabi 

Effugit atque tuas, Sidoni dira, manus. 100 

Talis & horrifono laceratus membra flagello, 

Paul us ab iEmathia pellitur urbe Cilix. 
Pifcofseque ipfum Gergeffae civis lefum 

Finibus ingratus juffit abire fuis. 
At tu fume animos, nee fpes cadat anxia curis, 105 

Nee tua concutiat decolor offa metus. 
Sis etenim quamvis fulgentibus obfitus armis, 

Intententque tibi millia tela necem. 
At nullis vel inerme latus violabitur armis. 

Deque tuo cufpis nulla cruore bibet. IIQ 

Nam que eris ipfe Dei radiante fub aegide tutus> 
lUe tibi cullos, & pugil ille tibi ; 
Vol. XII. R lUo 
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:2e qui tot fub moenibus arcis 

Aflyrios fudit nodte filente viros ; 
Inque fugam vertit quos in Samaritidas oras 115 

Mifit ab antiquis prifca Damafcus agris, 
Terruit & denfas pavido cum rege cohortes. 

Acre dum vacuo buccina clara fonatr 
Cornea pulvereum dum verbcrat unguk campnm, 

Currus arenofam dum quatit adlus humum, 12O 
Auditurque hinnitus equorum ad bella ruentum^ 

Et ftrepitus ferri, murrouraque alta virum. 
Et tu (quod fupereft miferis) iperare memento, 

Et tua magnanimo peftore vince mala ; 
Nee dubites quandoque frui melicribus annis, 125 

Atque iterum patrios pdTc vidcjre lares. 

E L E G I A (Xy 1 N T A, AttOO -^UtiS 20. 

In adventum veris. 

IN fe perpetuo Tempus revolubile gyro 
Jam revocat Zephyros vere tepente novos ; 
Induitiirque brevem Tellus reparata juventam, 

Jamque foluta gelu dulce virefcit humus. 
Fallor ? an & nobis redeunt b carmina vires, 5 

Ingeniumque mihi munere veris adeft ? 
Munere veris adeft, iterumque vigefcit ab illo 

(Quis putet) atque aliquod jam fibi pofcit opus. 
Caftalis ante oculos, bifidumque cacumen oberrat, 
Et mihi Pyrenen fomnia nofte ferunt ; i® 

Concitaq«e 
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Concitaque arcano fervent mihi peflora motu 

Et furor, & fonitus me facer int^ agit. 
Delius ipfe venit, video Peneide lauro 

Implicitos crines, Delius ipfe venit. 
Jam mihi mens liquidi raptatur in ardua call, 15 

' Perque vagas nubes corpore liber co ; 
Perque umbras, perque antra feror penetralia vatumj 

Et mihi fana patent interiora Deiim ; 
Intuiturque animus toto quid agatur Olympo, 

Nee fugiunt oculos Tartara caeca meos. 20 

Quid tarn grande fonat diftento fpiritus ore ? 

Quid parit haec rabies, quid facer ifte furor ? 
Ver mihi, quod dcdit ingenium, cantabitur illo; 

Profuerint ifto reddita dona modo. 
Jam Philomela tuos foliis adoperta novellis 25 

Inflituis modulos, dum iilet omne nemus : 
Urbe ego, tu fylva fimul incipiamus utrique, 

Et fimul adventum veris uterque canat. 
Veris io rediere vices, celebremus honores 

Veris, & hoc fubeat Mufa ♦ perennis opus, 30 

Jam fol ^thiopas fugiens Tithoniaque arva, 

Fle<5lit ad Ardoas aurea lora plagas. 
Eft breve no6lis. iter, brevis eft mora nodis opaca:, 

Horrida cum tenebris exulat ilia fuis. 
Jamque Lycaonius plauftrum ccelefte Bootes 3{ 

Non longa fequitur fcffus ut ante via ; 
Nunc etiam folitas circum Jovis atria totx> 

Excubias agitant fidera rara polo. 

* quotannis. Edit. 1645, 

R 2 Nam 
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Ins, 8c casdes, & vis cam nodte recefiit. 

Neve Giganteum Dii timuere fcelus. 4« 

Forte aliquis fcopuli recubans in vertice paftor, 

Rofcida cum primo fole rubefcit hamus> 
Hac, ait> hac certe caruifti node puella 

Phoebe tua, celeres quae retincret equos. 
Laeta fuas repeat fylvas, pharetramque refmnit 45 

Cynthia, Luciferas ut videt alta rotas, 
Et tenues ponens radios gaudere videtur 

Officium fieri tarn breve fratris ope. 
Defere, Phoebus ait, thalamos Aurora feniles. 

Quid juvat efFoeto procubuiffe toro ? 50 

Te manet iEolides viridi venator in herba^ 

Surge, tuos ignes altus Hymettus habet. 
Flava verecundo dea crimen in ore fatetur, 

Et matutinos ocius urget equos. 
Exuit invifam Tellus rediviva feneftam, 55 

Et cupit amplexus Phoebe fubire tuos ; 
Et cupit, & digna eft, quid enim formofius ilia. 

Pandit ut omniferos luxuriofa fmus, 
Atque Arabum fpirat meffes, & ab ore venufto, 

Mitia cum Paphiis fundit amoma rofis ! 60 

Ecce coronatur facro frons ardua luco, 

Cingit ut Idsam pinea turris Opim ; 
Et vario madidos intexit flore capillos, 

Floribus & vifa eft poffe placere fuis. 
Floribus efFufos ut erat redimita capillos 65 

Tenario placuit diva Sicana Deo. 
Afpice Phoebe tibi faciles hortantur amores, 

Mellitafque movent fiamina verna prcces. 

Cinnainea 
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Cinnamea Zephyrus leve plaudit odorifer ala> 

Blanditiafque tibi ferre videntur aves. 70 

Nee fine dote tuos temeraria quaerit amores 

Terra, nee optatos pofcit egena toros. 
Alma falutiferum medicos tibi gramen in ufus 

Praebet, & hinc titulos adjuvat ipfa tuos. 
Quod li te pretium, fi te fulgentia tangunt 75 

Munera, (muneribus faepe coemptus Amor) 
Ilia tibi oftentat quafcunque fub aequore vafto, 

Et fuperinjedis montibus abdit opes. 
Ah quoties cum tu clivofo felFus Olympo 

In vefpertinas praecipitaris aquas, 80 

Cur te, inquit, curfu languentem PhcEbe diumo 

Hefperiis recipit Caerula mater aquis ? 
Quid tibi cum Tethy ! Quid cum Tarteffide lympha, 

Dia quid immundo perluis ora falo ? 
Frigora Phcebe mea melius captabis in umbra, 85 

Hue ades, ardentes imbue rore comas. 
Mollior egelida veniet tibi fomnus in herba. 

Hue ades, Sc gremio lumina pone meo. 
Quaque jaces circum mulcebit lene fufurrans 

Aura per humentes corpora fufa rofas. 90 

Nee me (crede mihi) terrent Semeleia fata. 

Nee Phaetonteo fumidus axis equo ; 
Cum tu Phoebe tuo fapientius uteris igni. 

Hue ades, & gremio lumina pone meo. 
Sic Tellus lafciva fuos fufpirat amores ; 95 

Matris in exemplum caetera turba ruunt. 
Nunc etenim toto currit vagus orbe Cupido, 

Languentefque fovet folis ab igne faces, 

R 3 Infonuere 
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novis Icthalia comua nervis. 

Trifle micant ferro tela corufca novo. loO 

Jamque vel invidam tentat fuperafTe Dianam> 

Qaaequc fedet facro Vcfta pudica foco. 
Ipfa fenefcentem rcparat Vcnas annua formam> 

Atque iterum tepido creditur orta man. 
Marmoreas juvenes clamant Hymenace per urbes, 105 

Littus io Hymen, 8c cava faxa fonant, 
Cultior Ule venit tunic aque decentior apta» 

Puniceum redolet veftis odora crocum. 
Egrediturque frequens ad amoeni gaudia veris 

Virgineos auro cinda puella iinus. no 

Votum eft cuique fuum, votum eft tamcn omnibas ununii 

Ut fibi quern cupiat, det Cytherea virum. 
Nunc quoque feptena modulatur arundine paftor, 

Et fua quae jungat carmina Phyllis habeL 
Navita nodurno placat fua fidera canta> nj 

Delphinafque leves ad vada fumma vocat. 
Jupiter ipfe alto cum conjuge ludit Olympo, 

Convocat & famulos ad fua fefta Deos. 
Nunc etiam Satyri cum fera crepufcula furgunt, 

Pervolitant celeri florea rura choro, 120 

Sylvanufque fua cyparifli fronde revin£lus> 

Semicaperque Deus> femideufque caper. 
Quasque fub arboribus Dryades latuere vetufHs 

Per juga, per folos expatiantur agros. 
Per fata luxuriat fruticetaque Msenalius Pan, 125 

Vix Cybele mater, vix fibi tuta Ceres ; 
Atque aliquam cupidus praedatur Oreada FaunnSi 

Confulit in trepidos dum fibi nympha pedes, 

Jamque 
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Jamqtte latet> latitanique cupit male teda vk 

£t fugit> Sc fugiens pervelit ipfa capL « ^v^ 

Dii quoque non dubitant cobIo prxponere fylvas, 

£t fua quiique fibi numina lucus habet. 
£t fua quifqiie diu fibi numina lucus habeto> 

Nee vos arborea dii precor ite domo. 
Te referant miferis te Jupiter aurea terris 135 

Saecla^ quid ad nimbos afpera tela redis ? 
Tu faltem lente rapidos age Phoebe jugales 

Qua potesy & fenfim tempora veris eant ; 
Brumaque produdlas tarde ferat hifpida nodes, 

Ingruat & noftro ferior umbra polo, 140 

Elegia Sexta. 
Ad Carolum Deodatum ruri commorantem. 

Qui cum Idibus Decemb. fcripfiffet, & fua carmlna 
excufari poftulaffct fi folito minus effcnt bona, quod 
inter lautitias quibus erat ab amicis exccptus, baud 
fatis felicem opcram Mufis dare fe poffe affirmabat, 
hoc habuit refponfum. 

MITTO tibi fanam non pleno ventre falutem. 
Qua tu diftento forte carere potes. 
At tua quid noibram proledlat Mufa camoenam. 

Nee finit optatas poffe fequi tenebras ? 
Carmine fcire velis quam te redamemque colamque, 5 

Crede mihi vix hoc carmine fcire queas. 
Nam neque nofter amor modalis includitur ardis. 
Nee venit ad olaudos integer ipfe pedes. 

R 4. Quam 
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le folennes epulas, hilaremque Decembrimy 
Fedaque ccelifugam quae coluere Deum, iq 
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>^uditurqwe chclys fufpenfa tapetia circum, 

Virgineos tremula quae regat arte pedes. 40 

Dla tuas faltem teneant fpedlacula Mufajs, 

Et revocent, quantum crapula pellit iners. 
Crede mihi dum pfallit ebur, comitataque pledrum 

Implet odoratos fefta chorea tholos. 
Percipies taciturn per pedora ferpere Phoebum^ 45 

Quale repentinus permeat offa calor, 
Perque puellares oculos digitumque fonantem 

Irruet in totos lapfa Thalia finus. 
Namque Elegia levis multorum cura Deorum eftj! 

Et vocat.ad numeros quemlibet ilia fuos ; 5^ 

Liber adeft elegis, Eratoque, Cerefque, Venufque, 

Et cum purpurea matre tenellus Amor, 
Talibus inde licent convivia larga poetis, 

Saepius & veteri commaduiffe mero. 
At qui bella refert, 8c adulto fub Jove ccelum, , 55 

Heroafque pios, femideofque duces, 
£t nunc fandla canit fuperum confulta deorum. 

Nunc latrata fero regna profunda cane, 
Ille quidem parce Samii pro more magiilri 

Vivat, & innocuos praebeat herba cibos ; 60 

Stet prope fagineo pellucida lympha catiUo, 

Sobriaque e puro pocula fonte bibat. 
Additur huic fcelerifque vacans, & cafla juventus, 

£t rigidi mores, Sc fine labe manus. 
Qualis vefte nitens facra, & luftralibus undis , 65 

Surgis ad infenfos augur iture Deos. 
Hoc ritu vixifle ferunt poft rapta fagacem 

JLumina Tirefian, Ogygiumquc Linon, 

Et 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MILTONI POEMATA. 

devoto profugum Calchanta> fenemque 

Orpheon edomids Tola per antra feris ; 70 

Sic dapis exiguus, fic rivi potor Homerus 

Dulichium vcxit per freta longa viruniy 
Et per monftrificam Perfeise Phoebados aulam, 

£t vada foemineis infidiofa fonis, 
Perquc tuas rex ime domos, ubi fanguirAC nigro JS 

Dicitur umbrarum detinuifle greges. 
Diis etenim facer efk vates, divikinque facerdos^ 

Spirat Sc occultum pedlus, & ora Jovem. 
At tu flquid agam fcitabere (fi mod5 faltem 

EiTe putas tanti nofcere £quid agam) 80 

Paciferum canimus cceleiti femine regem^ 

Fauftaquc facratis fscula pada libris, 
Vagitumque Dei, 8c ilabulantem paupere te£lo 

Qui fuprema fuo cum patre regna colit, 
Stellipammque polum, modulantefque xthere tunnasj 

Et fubito elifos ad fua fana Deos. 
Dona quidem dedimus Chriili natalibus illa> 

lUa fub auroram lux mihi prima tulit. 
Te quoque prefTa manent patriis meditata cicutis> 

Tu mihi> cui recitem, judicis inftar eris. 90 

E L EG I A S E p T I M A, Anno iEtatis 19. 

NONDUM blanda tuas leges Amathafia noraoij 
Et Paphio vacuum pe£lus ab igne fait. 
Sspe cupidincas, puerilia tela, fagittas, 

Atque tuum fprevi maxime numen Amor, 
Tu puer imbelles dixi transfige coiambas> 5 

Conveniunt tenero mollia bella duci. 

4 Am 
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Ant de pafferibus tumidos age, parve, triumpl 

Hacc funt militiae digna trophaea tuae. 
In genus humanum quid inania dirigis anna ? 

Non valet in fortes ifta pharetra viros. lo 

Non tulit hoc Cyprius, (neque cnim Deas ullus ad iras 

Prompdor) & duplici jam ferns igne calet. 
Ver erat, & fummae radians per culmina villae 

Attulerat primam lux tibi, Maie, diem : 
At mihi adhuc refugam quaerebant lumina nodem^ 15 

Nee matutinum fuftinuere jubar. 
A flat Amor ledo, pidtis Amor impiger alis, 
Prodidit aftantem mota pharetra Deum : 
Prodidit & fades, 8c duke minantis ocelli, 

Et quicquid puero dignum & Amore fait. 20 

Talis in aetemo juvenis Sigeius Olympo 

Mifcet amatori pocula plena Jovi; 
Aut qui formofas pellexit ad ofcula nymphas 

Thiodamantaeus Naiade raptus Hylas. 
Addideratque iras, fed & has decuiffe putares, 25 

Addideratque truces, nee fine felle minas. 
Et mifer exemplo fapuiffes tutius, inquit. 

Nunc mea quid poffit dextera teftis eris. 
Inter & expertos vires numerabere noftras, 

Et faciam vero per tua damna fidem. 30 

Ipfe ego fi nefcis ftrato Pythone fuperbum 

Edomui Phoebum, ceflit & ille mihi; 
Et quoties meminit Peneidos, ipfe fatetur 

Certius & gravius tela nocere mea. 
Me nequit adduftum curvare peritius arcum, 35 

Qui poft terga folet vincere Parthus eques: 

Cydoniufque 
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mihi cedit venator, & ille 

Infcius uxori qui necis author erat. 
Eft etiam nobis ingens quoque vi^us Orion, 

Herculexque manus, Herculeufque comes. 40 

Jupiter ipfe licet fua fulmina torqucat in me, 

Hxrebunt lateri fpicula noflra Jovis. 
Cetera quae dubitas meliiis mea tela docebunt, 

Et tua non leviter corda petenda mihi. 
Nee te ftulte tuae poterunt defendere Mufaj, 45 

Nee tibi Phoebaeus porriget anguis opem. 
Dixit, & aurato quatiens mucrone fagittam, 

Evolat ill tepidos Cypridos ille finus. 
At mihi rifuro tonuit ferus ore minaci, 

Et mihi de puero non metus uUus erat. (0 

Et modo qua noftri fpatiantur in urbe Quirites, 

Et modo villarum proxima rura plaeent. 
Turba frequens, faeieque fimillima turba dearum 

Splendida per medias itque reditque vias. 
Audtaque luce dies gemino fulgore eorufcat, 55 

Fallor ? an & radios hinc quoque Phoebus habet 
Haec ego non fugi fpedlaeula grata feverus. 

Impetus & qu6 me fert juvenilis, agor. 
Lumina luminibus male providus obvia miii. 

Neve oculos potui continuiffe meos. 60 

Unam forte aliis fupereminuiflfe notabam, 

Principium noftri lux erat ilia mali. 
Sic Venus optaret mortalibus ipfa videri. 

Sic regina Deum confpicienda fuit. 
Hanc memor objeeit nobis malus ille Cupido, 65 

Solus & hos nobis texuit ante ddos. 

Nee 
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Nee procul ipfe vafer latuit, multaeque fagittx, 

Et facis a tergo grande pcpendit onus. 
Nee mora, nunc ciliis hsefit, nunc virginis on, 

Infilit hinc labiis, infidet va^c gems : 70 

Et quafcunque agilis partes jaculator oberrat, 

Hei mihi, mille locis pedlus inerme ferit. 
Protinus infoliti fubierunt corda furores. 

Uror amans intus flammaque totus eram. 
Interea mifero quae jam mihi fola placebat, 75 

Ablata eft oculis non reditura meis. 
Aft ego progredior taeite querebundus, & excors, 

Et dubius volui faspe referre pedem. 
Findor, & haee remanet, fequitur pars altera votum, 

Raptaque tarn fubito gaudia flere juvat. 80 

Sic dolet amifTum proles Junonia caelum. 

Inter Lemniacos praecipitata focos. 
Talis & abreptum folem refpexit, ad Orcum 

Vedlus ab attonitis Amphiaraus equis. 
Quid faciam infelix, & ludu vidlus ? amores 85 

Nee licet inceptos ponere, neve fequi. 
O utinam fpedlare femel mihi detur amatos 

Vultus, & coram triftia verba loqui ; 
Forfitan & duro non eft adamante creata. 

Forte nee ad noftras furdeat ilia preces. 90 

Crede mihi nuUus fic infeliciter arfit, 

Ponar in exemplo primus & unus ego. 
Parce precor teneri ci:::i fis Deus ales amoris, 

Pugnent ofTicio ncc tua fada tuo. 
Jam tuus O certe eft mihi ibrmidabilis arcus, 95 

Nate dea, jaculis ncc minus igne potens : ^ 

Et 
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fumabunt noflris altaria donis« 
Solus Sc in fuperis ta mihi fummus ens, 

Deme meos tandem, verum nee deme furores, 

Nefcio cur, mifer efl fuavker omnis amans : loo 

Tu modo da facilis, po&hxc mea flqua futura ell, 
Cufpis amaturos figat ut una duos. 

H-^C ego mente olim laeva, ftudioque fupino 

Nequitiae pofui vana trophaea mese. 
Scilicet abreptum fie me malus impulit error, 105 

Indocilifque 2etas prava magifb-a fait. 
Donee Socraticos umbrofa Academia rivos 

Pracbuit> admiiTum dedocuitque jugum. 
Protinus extin£tis ex illo tempore flam mis, 

Cinda rigent multo pe6lora noflra gelu. I lO 

Unde fuis frigus metuit puer ipfe fagittis, 

Et Diomede^m vim timet ipfa Venus. 

In Proditionem Bombardicam. 

CUM fimul in regem nuper fatrapafque Britannos 
Aufus es infandum perfide Fauxe nefas, 
Fallor ? an & mitis voluifti ex parte videri, 

Et penfare mala cum pietate fcelus ? 
Scilicet hos alti miflurus ad atria coeli, 5 

Sulphureo curru flammivolifque rotis. 
Qualiter ille feris caput inviolabile Parcis 
Liquit lordanios turbine raptus agros. 
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In eandem. 

SIccine tentalli coelo donalTe lacobum 
Quae feptemgemino Bellua monte lates ? 
Ni meliora tuum poterit dare munera numcn, 

Parce precor donis infidiofa tuis. 
lUe quidem fine te confortia ferus adivit 5 

Aftra, nee inferni pulveris ufus ope. 
Sic potius fcedos in coelum pelle cucullos, 

£t quot habet brutos Roma profana Dcos, 
Namque hac aut alia nifi quemque adjuveris arte, 

Crede mihi coeli vix bene fcandet iter, 10 



In eandem. 

PUrgatorem animae derifit Jacobus ignem, 
£t ilne quo fuperum non adeunda domus. 
Frenduit hoc trina monftrum Latiale corona, 

Movit Sc horrificum cornua dena minax. 
Et nee inultus ait temnes mea facra Britanne, 5 

Supplicium fpreta relligione dabis. 
£t fi flelligeras unquam penetraveris arces, 

Non nifi per flammas trifle patebit iter. 
quam funefto ceciniili proxima vero, 

Verbaque ponderibus vix caritura fois ! 10 

Nam prope Tartareo fublime rotatus ab igni 

Ibat ad sethereas umbra perufla plagas. 



In 
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In eandem. 

OU E M mod5 Roma fuis devoverat impia diris, 
Et Styge damnarat Taenarioque finu, 
Hunc vice mutata jam toUere geftit ad aftra, 
Et cupit ad fuperos cvehere ufque Deos. 



In inventorem bombardae. j 

1 

IApetionidem laudavit cseci vetuftas. 
Qui tulit aetheream folis ab axe facem ; 
At mihi major erit, qui lurida creditor arma, i 

Et triiidum fulmen furripuiffe Jovi. 

Ad Leonor^am Romae canentem, 

I 

ANgelus unicuique fuus (fic credite gentes) 
Obtigit asthereis ales ab ordinibus. | 

Quid mirum ? Leonora tibi fi gloria major. 

Nam tua pr;tfentcm vox fonat ipfa Deum. 
Aut Deus, aut vacui certe mens tenia coeli 5 

Per tua lecreto guttura ferpit agens ; 
Serpit agens, facilifque docet mortalia cordar 

Senfim immortali afl'uefcere poffe fono. 
Qu6d fi cunfta quidem Deus eft, per cundlaque fufus, 

In te una loquitur, cxtera mutus habet. \9 



Ad 
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Ad eandem. 

ALtera Torquatum cepit Leonora poetam, 
Cujus ab infano cefiit amore furens. 
Ah mifer iUe tuo quant5 felicius aevo 

Perditus, & propter te Leonora foret ! 
Et te Pieria fenfiffet voce canentem J 

Aurea matemae fila movere lyrx, 
Quamvis Dircaeo torfiffet lumina Pentheo 

Saevior, aut totus defipuiffet iners, 
Tu tamen errantes caeca vertigine fenfus 

Voce eadem poteras compofuifTe tua; 10 

£t poteras aegro fpirans fub corde quietem 

Flexanimo cantu reftituifTe fibi. 



Ad eandem. 

CReduIa quid liquidam Sirena Neapoli ja£las, 
Claraque Parthenopes fana Acheloiados, 
Littoreamque tua defundlam Naiada ripa 
Corpora Chalcidico facra dediiTe rogo ? 
lUa quidem vivitque, & amccna Tibridis unda 

Mutavit rauci murmura Paufilipi. 
Illic Romulidum ftudiis omata fecundis, 
Atque homines cantu detinet atque Deos. 



Vol, Xn. S Apologus 
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* Apologus de RuMcia & Hero. 

RUflicQS ex malo fapidiffima poma qaotannis 
Legit, 8c urbano ledla dedit Domino : 
Hinc incredibili fradl&s dulcedine captos 

Malum ipfam in proprias tranfhilit areolaj. 
Haftenus ilia ferax, fed longo debilis »vo, J 

Mota folo aflucto, proteniis aret iners. 
Quod tandem ut patuit Domino, fpc Infos inani, 

Damnavit celeres in fua damna manas. 
Atque ait, heu quantd fatius fait ilia Coloni 

(Parva licet) grato dona tuliiTe animo ! lo 

Poflem ego avaritiam fraenare, gulamque roracem : 

Nunc periere mihi & fcetus 8s ipfe parens. 



ELEGIARUM FINIS. 



• Added in the Edit. 1673. 
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AafiO Mtsids i6. 

In obitum' • Procanccllarii medicL 

PArere fati difdte legibus, 
Manufque Parcae jam date fttpplices. 
Qui pendulum tellufis orbem 
lapeti colitis nepotes. 
Vos fi relidlo mors vaga Taenaro 5 

Scmel vocarit flebilis, heu morse 
Tentantur incafsum dolique ; 

Per tenebras Stygis ire certuril eft. 
Si deftinatam pellere dextera 

Mortem valeret, non ferus Hercules 10 

Nefli venenatus criiore 
-.^mathia jacuifTet Oeta. 
Nee fraude turpi Palladis invidse 
Vidiflet occifum Ilion He£tora, auC 

Quem larva Pelidis peremit tz 

Enfe Locro, Jove lacrymante. 

* Dr. John Goflyn, Mailer of Ca«i9 college, and the Kittg\ 
ProfclTor of phyfic, who died when he was a fccond lime Vice* 
Chancellor in Odlober 1626. 

62 Si 
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e fatum verba Hecateia 

Fug^re poffint, Telegoni parens 
'Vixiflet infamis, potendque 

^giali foror uik virga. 29 

Numenque trinum fallere fi queant 
Artes medentum, ignotaque gramina, 
Non gnarus herbarum Machaon 
Eurypyli cecidifTet hafta. 
Lxfiffet & nee te Philyreie 25 

Sagitta echidnae perlita fanguine. 
Nee tela te fulmenque avitum 
Caefe puer genitricis alvo. 
Tuque O alumno major Apolline, 
Genris togatae cui regimen datum, 3° 

Frondofa quern nunc Cirrha luget, 
Et mediis Helicon in undis. 
Jam praefuiffes Palladio gregi 
Laetus, fuperftes, nee fine gloria, 
"Nee puppe luftrafles Charontis 35 

Horribiles barathri receflus. 
At fila rupit Perfephone tua 
Irata, cum te viderit artibus 
• Succoque poUenti tot atris 

Faucibus eripuifle mortis, 4^ 

Colende Prafes, membra precor tua 
Molli quiefcant cefpite, & ex tuo 
Crefcant rofae, calthaeque bufto, 
Purpureoque hyacinthus ore. 



Sit 
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Sit mite de te judicium JEslci, 
Subrideatque iEtnsa Proferpina, 
Interque Felices perennis 
Elyfio ipatiere campo. 

In quintum Novembris, Amio ^tatis 17. 

JAM pius extrema veniens lacobus ab ardto 
Teucrigenas populos, lateque patientia regna 
Albionum tenuit, jamque inviolabile fcedus 
Sceptra Caledoniis conjunxerat Anglica Scotis : 
Pacificufque novo felix divefque fedebat 5 

In folio, occultique doli fecurus & hoitis : 
Cum ferus ignifluo regnans Acheronte tyrannus, 
Eumenidum pater, aethereo vagus exul Olympo, 
Forte per immenfum terrarum erraverat orbera, 
Di-^umerans fceleris focios, vernafque fideles, 10 

Participes regni poft funera moefta futures ; 
Hie tempeftates medio ciet acre diras, 
Illic unanimes odium ftruit inter amicos, 
Annat & invidtas in mutua vifcera gentes ; 
Regnaque olivifera vertit florentia pace, le 

Et quofcunque videt purae virtutis amantes, 
Hos cupit adjicere imperio, fraudumque magifter 
Tentat inacceffum fceleri corrumpere pedus, 
Infidiafque locat tacitas, caffefque latentes 
Tendit, ut incautos rapiat, feu Cafpia tigris zq 

Infequitur trepidam deferta per avia praedam 
Node fub illuni, & fomno nidtantibus aftris. 
Talibus infeftat populos Summanus & urbes 
Cindtus coerulea; fumanti turbine flammae. 

S 3 Jamque 
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Jamque fluentifonis dbentia rupibiis arva 
Apparent, & terra Deo dikfta marine, 
Cui nomen dederat quondam Neptunk proles, 
Amphitryoniaden qui non doWtavit atrocem 



30 
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Cum circumgreditur totam Tricoronifer arbem, 
Panificofque Deos portat, fcapdiiqtte virorum 
£vehitar, prseeunt fubmiiTo poplite reges, 
£t mendicantum feries longiflima fratrum ; 
Cereaqcie in manibus geilant funalia cseci, 
Cimmeriis nad in tenebris, vitamque trahentes. 60 
Templa dein mulds fubeunt lucentia taedis 
(Vefper erat (acer ifie Petro) frcmitufque canentum 
Saepe didos implet vacuos^ & inane. locortun. 
Qualiter exidnlat Bromius, Bromiiq^e ceXtrysL, 
Orgia cantantes in Echionio Aracyndio* 65 

Dum tremit attonittts vitreis Afopus in undis^ 
Et procul ipfe cava refponfat rupe Citharon. 

His igitur tandem (blenni more peradis^ 
Nox fenis ampkxus Erebi tacituma reiiquit, 
Praecipitefque impellit equos ftimulante flagello, 70 
Captum oculi* Typhlonta, Melanchastemque ferocem, 
Atque Acherontaeo prognatam patre Siopen 
Torpidam, & hirfuds horrentem Phrica capilli^. 
Interea regum domitoo Phlegetontius haeres 
Ingreditur thalamos (neque enim fecretus adulter 75 
Producit ileriles moUi fine pelUce nodes) 
At vix compofitos fomnus claudebat ocellos^ 
Cum niger umbrarum dominus, redorque filentum^ 
Pra^datorque hOminum falsa fub imagine tedus 
Aftititf a£umpds micuerunt tempora canis> 80 

Barba fmus promiffa tcgit, dneracea longo 
Syrmate verrit humum veftis, pendetque cucullus 
Vertice dc rafo, & ne quicquam defit ad artes, 
Cannabeo lumbos conftrLxit fune falaces, 

S 4. Tarda 
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a feneftratis figcns veftigia calceis. 85 

Talis, ird fama eft, vafta Francifcus eremo 
Tetra vagabatur folus per luftra ferarum, 
Sylveftrique tulit genti pia verba faluds 
Impius, atque lupos domuit, Libycofque leones. 

Subdolus at tali Serpens velatus amida 99 

Solvit in has fallax ora execrantia voces ; 
Dormis, nate ? Etiamne tuos fopor opprimit artus ? 
Immemor O fidei, pecorumque oblite tuorum ! 
Dum cathedram venerande tuam, diademaque triplex 
Ridet Hyperboreo gens barbara nata fub axe, 95 
Dumque pharetrati fpemunt tua jura Britanni : 
Surge, age, furge piger, Latius queni Cxfar adorat, 
Cui referata patet convexi janua coeli, 
Turgentes animos, & faftus frange procaces, 
Sacrilegique fciant, tua quid maledidio poflit, 1 00 
£t quid Apoftolicse pojQit cuftodia clavis ; 
Et memor Hefperiae disjedlam ulcifere claflem, 
Merfaque Iberorum lato vexilla profundo, 
Sandorumque cruci tot corpora fixa probrofae, 
Thermodoontea nuper regnante puella. 105 

At tu fi tenero mavis torpefcere ledto, 
Crefcentefque negas hofti contundere vires, 
Tyrrhenum implebit numerofo milite pontum, 
Signaque Aventino ponet fiilgentia coUe : 
Relliquias veterum franget, flammifque cremabit, 1 10 
Sacraque calcabit pedibus tua coUa profanis, 
Cujus gaudebant foleis dare bafia reges. 
Nee tamen hunc bellis & aperto Marte laceffes, 
Irritus iUe labor, tu callidus utere fraude, 

Quaelibct 
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Quaelibet baereticis difponere retia fas eft; 115 

Jamque ad conlilium extremis rex magnus ab oris 
Patricios vocat, & procerum de ftirpe creates, 
Grandafcvofque patres trabea, canifque verendos ; 
Hos tu membratiin poteris conipergere in auras, 
Atque dare in cineres, nitrati pulveris igne 120 

.^Edibus injedlo, qua convenere, fub imis. 
Protinus ipfe igitur quofcunque habet Anglia fidos 
Propoiiti, fadtique mone, quifquamne tuorum 
Audebit fununi non jufla faceffere Papae ? 
Pfirculfofque metu fubito, cafuque ftupentes 125 

Invadat vel Gallus atrox, vel faevus Iberus. 
Sascula iic illic tandem Mariana redibunt. 
Tuque in belligeros iterum dominaberis Anglos. 
Et nequid timeas, divos divafque fecundas 
Accipe, quotque tuis celebrantur numina faftis. 13# 
Dixit 8c adfcitos ponens malefidus amicus 
Fugit ad infandam, regnum illastabile, Lethen. 

Jam rofea Eoas pandens Tithonia portas 
Veftit inauratas redeunti lumine terras ; 
Mc3eftaque adhuc nigri deplorans funera nati 135 

Irrigat ambrofiis montana cacumina guttis ; 
Cum fomnos pcpulit ftellatae janitor aula, 
No^umos vifus, & fomnia grata * revolvens. 

Eft locus atema feptus caligine no£Hs, . 
Vafta ruinofi quondam fundamina tefti, 14© 

Nunc torvi fpelunca Phoni, Prodotaeque bilinguis, 
Effera quos uno peperit Difcordia partu. 

* forfans— rcfolvcns. 

Hie 
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Hie inter caementa jaccnt praeruptaque faxa, 

Offa inhumata virum, & trajcda cadavcra ferro ; 

Hie Dolus intortis fcmper fcdct atcr ocdfis, 145 

Jurgiaque, & ftimulis armata Calumnia fauces, 

Et Furor, atque via moriendi miUe videiitur, 

Et Timor, cxanguifque locum circumvolat Horror, 

Perpetuoque leves fwr muta fiientia Manes 

Exululant, tellus Sc fanguinc confcia ftagnaC 150 

Ipfi etiam pavidi lathant penetralibus antri 

Et Phonos, Sc Prcdotcs, nulloque fequente per ammm. 

Antrum horrens, fcopulofum, atrum fcralibus umbri* 

DifFugiunt fontcs, & rctr6 lumina vortunt ; 

Hos pugiles Roma per facula longa fidelcs 155 

Evocat antiftes Babvbnius, atque ita fatur. 

Finibus occiduis circumfufum incolit sequor 

Gens exofa mihi, prudens natura ncgavh 

Indignam pcnitus noftro conjungere mundo : 

Illuc, fic jubco, celeri contcndite greffu, i6b 

Tartareoquc leves diflientur pulvcre in auras 

Et rex & paritcr fatrapa, fcclerata propago, 

Et quotquot fidei calucrc copidinc verae 

Confilii focios adhibcte, operifquc minillros. 

Finierat, rigidi cupide paruerc gemelii. 165 

interea longo fleftens curvamine coelos 
Defpicit aetherea dominus qui fulgurat arcc, 
Vanaque perverfa ridet conamina tarbx, 
Atque fui caufiim popuh volet ipfe tueri. 

Effe ferunt ipatium, qua diftat ab Afide terra 170 
Fertilis Europe, Sc fpedtat Mareotidas undas; 
Hie turris pofita eft Titanidos ardua Fam« 
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^rea, lata> foDans, rntilis vicinior afhis 
Quam {aperimpoiitum vd Athos tcI Pelion OiHe. 
Mille fores aditofque patent^ cotidemque kneRrx, 175 
Amplaque per tenues tra iiacent atria mores : 
Excitat hie varies plebs agglomerata fufarros ; 
Qualiter infhrepitant drcum maldralia bombis 
Agmina mufcamm, aut texto per ovilia joncoy 
Dum Canis acilivam codi petit ardua colmen. 180 
Ipfa quidem fujnma fedet ultrix matris i 1 arce^ 
Auribus innumeris dndum caput eminet olli. 
Quels fonitum exiguum trahit« atque levii£ma capcat 
Murmura^ ab extremis patuli confinibus orbis. 
Nee tot, Ariftoride fervator inique juvenc« 185 

Ifidos, immiti volvebas lumina vultu, 
Lumina non nnqiiam tacito nutantia fomno, 
Lumina fubjeftas late fpedantia terras. 
Iflis ilia ibiet loca luce carentia fsepe 
Perluftrare, etiam radiaiiti impervia foli: 1 90 

Millenifque loquax auditaqac vifaque linqtiis 
Cuilibet effxmdit temcraria, veraque mcndax 
Nunc niinutt, mode confid^is fermonibus auget, 
Sed tanfen k noftro meroifti carmine laudes 
F^ma, bonum quo non alind veracius ullum, I95 

Nobis digna 'cani, nee te mcmoraiTe pigebit 
Carmine tarn longo, fervati fcilicet Angli 
Officiis vaga diva tuis, tibi reddimus aequa. 
Te Deus, aeternos motu qui temperat ignes, 
Fulmine praemifTo alloquitur, terraque tremente; 200 
Fama files ? an te latet impia Papiftarum 
Conjurata coliors in meque meofque Britannos, 

Et 
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£t nova fceptrigero cxdes meditata lacobo ? 
Nee plura, ilia ftadm feniit mandata Tonands, 
£t fatis ante fiigax fhidentes induit alas, 205 

Induit & variis exilia corpora plumis ; 
Dextra tubam geftat Temefaeo ex acre fonoranu 
Nee mora jam pennis cedentes remigat aaras, 
Atque parum eft curfu celeres praevertere nubes. 
Jam ventos, jam folis equos poft terga rcliqoit : 210 
£t primo Angliacas folito de more per urbes 
Ambiguas voces, incertaque murmura fpargit, 
Mox arguta dolos, & deteftabile vulgat 
Proditionis opus, nee non fafla horrida di6lu» 
Authorcfque addit fceleris, nee garrula caecis 215 

Infidiis loca ftruda fUet ; ftupuere relads* 
Et pariter juvenes, pariter tremuere puellae, 
Effoetique fenes pariter tantaeque ruina^ 
Senfus ad astatem fubito penetraverat omnem. 
Attamen interea populi miferefcit ab alto 220 

^thereus pater> Sc crudelibus obftitit aufis 
Papicolum ; capti poenas raptantur ad acres ; 
At pia thura Deo» & grati folvuntur honores ; 
Compita Igcta foeis genialibus omnia fumant ; 
Turba choros juvenilis agit : Quintoque Novembria 
S^ulla dies totp occurric celebratior anno. 



Anno 
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Anno setads 17, In obitum * Prsefulis Elienfis. 

ADHUC madentes rore fqualebant genae, 
£t iicca nondum lumina 
Adhuc liquenris imbre turgebant falls. 

Quern nuper effudi plus. 
Dam mcefta charo jufta perfolvi rogo 5 

Wintonienfis Pnefulis. 
Com cendlinguis Pama (proh Temper mail 

Cladifque vera nuntia) 
Spargit per urbes divids Britanniae, 

Populofque Neptuno fatos 10 

CeffifTe mordy & ferreis fororibus 

Te generis human! decus. 
Qui rex facrorum ilia fuifti in infula 

Quae nomen Anguillae tenet. 
Tunc inquietum pedus ira prodnus 15 

EbuUiebat fervida, 
Tunulis potentem faepe devovens deam : 

Nee vota Nafo in Ibida 
Concepit alto diriora pedore, 

Graiufque vates parcius 20 

Turpem Lycambis execratus eft dolum, 

vSponfamque Neobolen fuam. 
At ecce diras ipfe dum fundo graves, 

£t imprecor neci necem, 

• Nicholas Fclton who died Oi^ober 5, 1626. 

AudiflTe 
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AudilTe tales videor attonitus fonos 25 

Leni, Tub aura, flamlne : 
Caecos furores pone, pone vitream 

Bilemque 8c irritas minas. 
Quid temere violas non nocenda numina, 

Subitoque ad iras percita ? 30 

Non eft, ut arbitraris elufus mifer. 

Mors atra No6lis filia, 
Erebove patre creta, five Erinnye, 

Vaftove nata fub Chao : 
Aft ilia cgbIo mifla ftellato, Dei 3j 

MeiTes ubique colligit ; 
Animafque mole camea reconditas 

In lucem Sc auras evocat ; 
Ut cum fugaces excitant Horae diem 

Themidos Jovifqqe fiUiae; 40 

£t fempiterni ducit ad vultus patris : 

At jufta raptat impios 
Sub rcgna furvi luduofa Tartari, 

Sedefque fubterraneas. 
Hanc ut vocantem la^tus audivi, cito 4J 

Foedum reliqui carcerem, 
Volatilefque fauftus inter milites 

Ad aftra fublimis feror : 
Vates ut olim raptus ad ccelum fcnex 

Auriga currus ignei 50 

Non me Bootis terruere lucidi 

Sarraca tarda frigore, aut 
Formidolo/i Scorpionis brachia, 

Non enfis Orion tuus. 

4 Prxtervolavi 
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Praetervolavi folgidi foli* globum^ 55 

LiOngeque Tub pedibus deam 
Vidi triformein, dum coercebat fuos 

Fraenis dracones aurcis. 
Erradcorum, iiderum per ordines* 

Per ladteas vehor plagas, 60 

Velocitatem faspe miratus novaxn. 

Donee nitentes ad fores 
Ventum eft Olympi, 8e regiam cryftallinam, & 

Stratum fmaragdis atrium. 
Sed hie tacebo, nam quis tffsai queat 6$ 

Oriundus humano patre 
Amoenitates illius loci ? miki 

Sat eft in etemum fr ui. 

^aturam non pati fenium. 

HEU quam pcrpetnis erroribus a6ia fatifcit 
Avia mens hoxsiboin« tenebrifque immerfa pro- 
- fundis 
Oedipodioniam volvit fub peftore no^em I 
Quas vefana fuis metui faita deorum 
Audet, 8p incifas leges adamante perenni % 

Aflimilare fuis, nulloque fc^ubile ikclo 
Confilium fati perituris alligat horis, 

Ergone marcefcet fulcantibus obfita rugis 
Naturae fMxits, 8c rerum publica mater 
Omniparum contrada uterum fterilefcet ab «vo ? lo 
Et fe faiTa fenem male certis paffibus ibit 
Sidereum tremebaoda caput I num tetra vetuAas 
Annorumque sterna fames, iqualorqae fitufque 

Sidera 
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Sidera vexabunt ? an & infatiabile Tempus 

Efuriet Ccelum, rapietque in vifcera patrem ? 15 

HeUy potuitne fuas imprudens Jupiter arces 

Hoc contra muniffe nefas, & Temporis ifto 

ExemifTe malo, gyrofque dediiTe perennes ? 

Ergo erit ut quandoque fono dilapfa tremendo 

Convex! tabulata ruant, atque obvius i6lu 2a 

Stridat uterque polus, fuperaque ut Olympius aula 

Deddaty horribilifque retefla Gorgone Pallas ; 

Qualis in JEge^m proles Junonia Lemnon 

Deturbato facro cecidit de limine coeli ? 

Tu quoque Phoebe tui cafus imitabere nati 25 

Praccipiti curru, fubitaque ferere ruina 

Pronus> & extinda fumabit lampade Nereus^ 

Et dabit attonito feralia fibila ponto. 

Tunc etiam aerei divulfis fedibus Haemi 

DiiTultabit apex> imoque allifa barathro 3D 

Terrebunt Stygium deje£la Ceraunia Ditem, 

Jn fuperos quibus ufus erat, fratemaque bella, • 

At pater omnipotens fundatis fortius aftris 
Confuluit rerum fummxy certoque peregit 
Pondere fatorum lances, atque ordine fummo 35 

Singula perpetuum juffit fervare tenorem. 
Volvitur hinc lapfu mundi rota prima diumo ; 
Raptat & ambitos focia vertigine ccelos. 
Tardier hand folito Satumus, & acer ut olim 
Fulmineum rutilat cridata cafiide Mavors. 40 

Floridus aeternum Phoebus juvenile corufcat. 
Nee fovet efFoetas loca per declivia terras 
Pevexo temone Deus ; fad femper arnica 

Luce 
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SVLVARUM tIBER. 

Luce potens eadem currit per figna rotarum. 
Surgit odoratis pariter formofus ab Tndis 45 

iEthereum pecus albenti qui cogit Olympo 
Mane vocans, & ferils agens in pafcua cceli, 
Temporis Sc gemino difpertit regna colore. 
Fulget, obitque vices alterno Delia cornu, 
Casruleumque ignem paribus compledlitur ulnis. 50 
Nee variant elementa fidem, folitoque fragore 
Lurida perculfas jaculantur fulmina rupes. 
Nee per inane furit leviori murmure Corus, 
Stringit & armiferos aiquali horrore Gelonos 
Trux Aquilo, fpiratque hyemem, nimbofque volutat 
Utque folet, Siculi diverberat ima Pelori 
Rex maris, & rauca circumftrepit squora concha 
Oceani Tubicen, nee vafta mole minorem 
iEgeona ferunt dorfo Balearica cete. 
Sed neque Terra tibi faecli vigor ille vetiifti 60 

Prifcus abeft, fervatque fuum NarcifTus odorem, 
Et.puer ille fuum tenet & puer ille decorem 
Phcebe tuufque & Cypri tuus, nee ditior olim 
Terra datum fceleri celavit montibus aurum 
Confcia, vel fub aquis gemmas. Sic denique in a^vum 
Ibit cunftarum feries juftiffima rerum. 
Donee flamma orbem populabitur ultima, late 
Circumplexa polos, & vafli culmina eceli ; 
Ingentique rogo flagrabit machina mundi. 



Vol, XII. 
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274 MIL TON I POEl^ATA. 

De Idea Platonica qviemadmodum Ariftotdcs 
intellexit. 

DIcite facrorum praeiidcs ucrojorom 4e?, 
Tuque O npveui perbeata ^uminis 
Memoria mater, qi^aequ^ in immicnlb procul 
Antro recumbis odofa iEternitas, 
Monumental fervans, & ratas leges Jovis, 5 

Coelique failos atqu^ ephei^eiidas Deum, 
Quis ille primus cujus ex imagine 
Natura fblers finxi^ hui^anum genus, 
jEtemus, incorruptus, aequaevus polo, 
Unufque & univerfus, exemplar Dei ? 10 

Haud ille Palladis gemellus innuba^ 
Interna proles infidet menti Jovis ; 
Sed quamlibet natura fit communior, 
Tax^en feorsus extat ad morem unius, 
£t, mira, certo fbing^tur {pado loci; ij 

Seu fempitemus ijle fider^im coms^ 
Cceli pererrat ordines decemplicis, 
Citim^mve terris incolit lunss globum : 
Sive inter animas corpus adituras feden^ 
Obliviofas torpet ad Lethes aquas : an 

Sive in remota forte terrarum plaga 
Incedit ingens hominis archetypus giga$, 
£t diis tremendus erigit celfum caput 
Atlante major portitore iiderum. 
Non cui profundum cascitas lumen dedit 25 

Dircaeus augur vidit hunc alto finu ; 
Non hunc filcnti nodte Pleiones nepos 

Vasm 
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SYLVARUM LIBER. 

Vatum fagaci praepes oftendit choro ; 

Non hunc facerdos novit AfTyrius, licet 

Longos vetufti commemorct atavos Nini, 53 

Prifcumque Bebn, inclytumque Oiiridem. 

Non ille trino gloriofus nomine 

Ter xnagnus Hermes (ut fit arcani fciens) 

Talem reliquit Ilidis cultoribus. 

At tu pcrenne runs Academi decus 35 

(Hsec monftra ii tu primus induxti fcholis) 

Jam jam poetas urbis exules tuae 

Revocabiy, ipfe febulator maximus, 

Aut inlHtutor ipfe migrabis foras* 

Ad Patrem. 

NUNC mea Pierios cupiam per peftora fontcs 
Irriguas torquere vias, totumque per ora 
Volvere laxatum gemino de vertice rivum ; 
Ut tenues oblita fonos audacibus alis 
Surgat in ofEcium renerandi Mufa parentis. 5 

Hoc utcunque tibi gratum pater optime carmen 
Exiguum meditatur opus, nee novimus ip/i 
Aptius a nobis quae poflint munera donis 
Refpondere tuis, quamvis nee maxima poffint 
RefponJere tuis, nedum ut par gratia donis lo 

Efle queat, vacuis quae redditur arida verbis. 
Scd tamen haec noftros oftendit pagina cenfus, 
Et quod habemus opum charta numeravimus ifta. 
Quae mihi funt nullae, niii quas dedit aurea Clio, 
Quas mihi femoto fomni peperere fub antro, 1 5 

Et nemoris laureta facri Parnaifidcs umbnc. 

T ^ Ncc 
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276 MILTONI POEMATA. 

Nee tu vatis opus divinom defpice carmen. 
Quo nihil aethereos ortus, & femina coeli. 
Nil magis hmnanam commendat origine mentein> 
Sandla Prometheae retinens veftigia flammse. 20 

Carmen amant fuperi, tremebundaque Tartara carmen 
I ma ciere valet, divofque ligare profundos, 
Et triplici duros Manes adamante coerceu 
Carmine fepofiti retegunt arcana futuri 
Phcebades, & tremulae pallentes ora Sibyllae ; 25 

Carmina facrificus follennes pangit ad aras, 
Aurea.feu fternit motantem cornua taurum y 
Seu cum fata fagax fumantibus abdita fibiis 
Confulit, & tepidis Parcam fcrutatur in extis. 
Nos etiam patrium tunc cum repetemus Olympuxn, 30 
^ternseque morse ftabunt immobilis asvi, 
Ibimus auratis per cceli templa coronis, 
Dulcia fuaviloquo fociantes carmina pledro, 
Ailra quibus, geminique poli convexa fonabunt 
Spiritus & rapidos qui circinat igneus orbes, 35 

Nunc quoque iidereis intercinit ipfe choreis 
Immortale melos, & inenarrabile carmen ; 
Torrida dum rutilus compefcit fibila Terpens, 
Demifibque ferox gladio manfuefcit Orion ; 
Stcllarum nee fentit onus Maurufius Atlas. 40 

Carmina regales epulas omare folebant. 
Cum nondum luxus, vaftaeque immenfa vorago 
Nota gulae, & modico fpumabat coena Lyaeo. 
Turn de more fedens fefla ad convivia vates 
^fculea intonfos redimitus ab arbore crines, 45 

Heroiimque adus, imitandaque gefta canebat, 

Ec 
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S Y L V A R U M LIBER. 277 

Et chaos, & pofiti late fundamma mundi, 
Reptantefque deos, & alentes numina glandcs, 
Et nondum ^Etneo quaefitum fulmen ab antro. 
Dcnique quid vocis modulamen inane juvabit, 50 

Verborum fenfufque vacans, numerique loquacls ? 
Sylveftres decet ille chores, non Orphea cant us. 
Qui tenuit fluvios & quercubus addidit aures 
Carmine, non cithara, iimulachraque fun£la canendo 
Compulit in lacrymas ; habet has a carmine laudes. 5 5 

Nee tu perge precor facras contemnere Mufas, 
Nee vanas inopefque puta, quarum ipfe peritus 
Munere, miile fonos numeros componis ad aptos, 
Millibus & vocem modulis variare canoram 
Dodus, Arionii merito iis nominis haeres. 60 

Nunc tibi quid mirum, fi me genuifTe poetam 
Contigerit, charo fi tarn prope fanguine jundi 
Cognatas artes, ftudiumque affine fequamur ? 
Ipfe volens Phoebus fe difpertire duobus. 
Altera dona mihi, dedit altera dona parent!, 65 

Dividuumque Deum genitorquc puerque tenemus. 

Tu tamen ut iimules teneras odiiTe Camcenas, 
Non odifle reor, neque enim, pater, ire jubebas 
Qua via lata patet, qua pronior area lucri, 
Certaque condendi falget fpes aurea nummi : 70 

Nee rapis ad leges, male cuftoditaque gentis 
Jura, nee infulfis damnas clamoribus aures, 
Sed magis excultam cupiens ditefcere mentem. 
Me procul urbano ftrepitu, feceflibus altis 
Abduftum Aoniae jucunda per otia ripae 75 

Phoebaeo lateri comitem finis ire beatum. 

T 3 » Officium 
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278 MILTONI POEM ATA- 

Officium chari taceo commune parentis. 

Me pofcunt majora, tuo pater oprime fumptu 

Ciim mihi Romuleae patuit facuniEa linguae, 

Et Latii veneres, & quae Jovis ora decelmt 8o 

Grandia magmloquis elata vocabula Graiis, 

Addere fuafifti quos jaftat Gallia flcwes, 

Et quam degeneri npvus Italus ore loquelam 

Fundit, barbaricos teftatus voce tumultus, 

Qusque Palaftinus loquitur myfteria vatcs. 8$ 

Denique quicquid habet coelum, fubjeaaque ccelo 

Terra parens, terraeque & coelo intcrfluus aer, 

Quicquid & unda tegit, pontique agitabile marmor. 

Per te nofle licet, per te, H noffc libebit 

Dimotaque venit fpeftanda fcientia nube, 9^ 

Nudaque confpicuos inclmat ad ofcula vultus, 

Ni fugiffe velim, ni lit libaffe moleftum. 

I nunc, confer opes quilquis malefenus a^tas 
Auftriaci gazas, Peruanaque regn^ praeopus. 
Quae potuit majora pater tribuiffe, vel ipfe 9S 

J upiter, excepto, donaiTet ut omnia, ccelo ? 
Non potiora dedit, quamvis & tuto fuiffent, 
Publica qui juveni commifit lamina nato 
Atque Hyperionios currus, & fraena diei, 
Et circum undantem radiata luce tiaram. 100 

Ergo ego jam doftae pars quamlibet ima <»terv» 
Viariccs hedetas inter, laurprquc fedebo* 
Jamque nee obicurus populo mifcebor inerd, 
. Vitabontque oculos veftigia noftra profanos. 

' col vi^s curae, procul efte querel«f ^5 
I icicfl tranfverfo tortilis hirquo, 

^ Ssera 
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Sxva. nee ang;uiferos e^teiide calamnia ri6tas ; 

In me trifle nihil foediffima torba poteftis. 

Nee veilri fum juris ego; fccaraque tutai 

Pedlora, vipereo gradiar fublimis ab idu. no 

At dbiy chare pater, poftquam non sbqua merenti 
Poflc rcferre datur, nee dona rependere fadlis. 
Sit memoraffe fatis, repetitaque munera grato 
Percenfere animo, iidaeque reponere menti. 

Et vos, O hoftri, juvenilia carmina, lufus, 115 

Si modo perpetuos iperare audebitis annos> 
Et domini fuper^flb rOgo, lucemque tueri. 
Nee fpiffo rapient oblivia nigra fub Oreo, 
Foriitan has laudes, decantatumque parentis 
Nomen, ad exemplum, fero fervabitis sevo. 120 

PSAL. CXIV. 

ISfari^ 0T£ 'EroTSej, or otryKout fuT^' 'laxi^ 

Ari Tore fjusvov m itnov ysvog uleg 'I^J<%. 

KifAari El>\iJfjLevn pMvajj of &^ hti^t>ij(fin 

*I^oj *Io^3av>jf 'a&Ti afyvpuHa tjfiyri¥. 

*Ek y o^ea (nta^^iJLomv acftttfs&ia f£?^veovTOj 

'Hf Kfioi (T^^iyoavTEg Evrfo/fE^a iv a^wjf. 

BcuoTE^at y ifjux ^ourou ivoia}d^<Tav E^imcUj 10 

'Out 'srofM (Tigifyi (plxn uwo iMttE^i apfE;» 

TiTrle Quy cuva ^oCKx^ca mEhu^ (piyaV Eppirvra; 

T 4 Kifjian 
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28o MILTONI POEM ATA. 

TiVT offa (nuzfOfMiffiv dTrei^Ecna H^ovisa-^e 1 5 

'iX^ x^Wi a^fiyoavni; evr^a^e^u ev oXo;? ; 
BcuoTefat t/ ^ ap v/itjitej dvaa-KipTYKrar k^mouy 

Se/eo yoTa T^E8<ra 0eov fMByi^ hcvvTikovrx 
Voiia %iQy TPEiH(T vTraTOv (re^ag 'IcaaKi^aOy 20 

*Oj T£ Hoi kx (T7rO\a^m isorafji^; ^zi /jLO^fjuf^ovrocg^ 
Kfi7V»nrr dsvaiv vi£Tpf]g aTTo ^aKfvoea-<mg9 

Philofophus ad regem quendam, qui eum ignotum & 
infontem inter reos forte captum infcius damnaverat, 
7y]v sTTi ^avccTa 'SJOfsvofjLBVo; hxc fubito mifit. 

'X2 oivoy d 6>JE(n/i; fJLS jov ewofjLOVy sSe tiv dvi^av 

*P>ii"5ift>f a^E^oio, TO 5* VTE^GV cui&i voYKrei;^ 

* Ma4.i3/«j 3^ df* eTTBira rsov 'znfog ^vfMV oh^y 

Toipv y BK 'SJoMog 'SJE^idiVviJiov ahjia^ 6>\S(T(ragf 

Jn effigiei ejus Sculptorem f , 
^AfMcGsT yey(d(p9cii p^^ *f * '^^^^ f^^^ iiKOVot 

TTUToy 8X eTTiyvorre; ^i>JOi 
/^8 3V(7>M/!**JjtAC8 ^ayfofHf 

lTft?< ^' a^ iTrurtt ^^ov») /lutXa vcXXcy oWj'jjj 
ix croXfifljg ■ Edit. 1645* 
in the Edition of i673» 

Ad 
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S Y L V A R U M LIBER, a8i 

Ad Salilllum Poetam Romanum aegrotantenu 

SCAZONTES, 

OMufa greflum quae volens trahis claudum, 
Vulcanioque tarda gaudes inceffu. 
Nee fentis illud in loco minus gratum, 
Quam cum decentes flava Deiope furas 
Altemat aureum ante Junonis leftum, 5 

Adefdum & haec s'is verba pauca Saliillo 
Refer, Camoena noflra cui tantum eft cordi, 
Quamque ille magnis praetulit immeritd divis. 
Haec ergo alumnus ille Londini Milto, 
Piebus hifce qiji fuum Unquens nidum 1 6 

Polique tradtum, (peflimus ubi ventorum, 
Infanientis impotenfque pulmonis 
Pemix anhela fub Jove exercet flabra) 
Venit feraces Itali foli ad glebas, 
Vifum fuperba cognitas urbes fama 15 

Virofque dodl^que indolem juventutis, 
Tibi optat idem hie faufta mulia Salfille, 
Habitumque feffo eorpori penitus fanum j 
Cui nunc profunda bilis infeftat renes, 
Praecordiifque fixa damnofum ipirat. Z9 

Nee id pepercit impia quod tu Romano 
Tarn eultus ore Left)ium condis melos, 
O dulce divum munus, O falus Hebes 
Germana I Tuque Phcebe, morborum terror, 
Pythone c«fo, five tu magis Pacau 25 

Libenter 
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282 MILT ON I POEMATA, 

Libenter aadis> hie tuus facerdos eft. i 

Querceta Fauni, vofqac rorc vinofo. j 

Colles benigni, mids Evandri fedes, 

Siquid falubre vallibos frondet veftris* 

Levamen aegro ferte certatim vatL 30 

Sic ille charis redditus rursum Mufis 

Vicina dulci prau mulcebit cantu. 

Ipfe inter atros emirabitur lucos 

Noma, ubi beatum degit odam xttmam, 

Suam reclivis Temper .^geriam fpeflans. 35 

Tumidufque 8c ipfe Tibris hinc delinitus 

Spei favebit annuae colcmontm : 

Nee in fepolchris ibit obfefTum regea 

Nimium iiniftro laxus irruens loro : 

Sed fraena meliua temperabit undarum^ 40 

Adufque curvi falfa regna Portooml. i 
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S Y L V A R U M LIBER. 285 

M A N S U S. 

Joannes Baptifta Manfua Marchio Villenfis, vir ingc- 
nii laude> turn litterarum iludio, nee non Sc bellica 
virtute apud Italos <:larus in primis eft. Ad quem 
Torquati Tafli dialogus extat de Amicitia fcriptus ; 
era; enim Taili amiciilimus ; ab quo etiam inter Cam<- 
paniae principes celebratur, in illo poemate cui titu- 
lus Gerufalemme conquiftataj lib, 20. 

Fra cavalier magnanimi, e cortcfi 
Rifplende il Manfo 

Is authorem Neapoli commorantem fununa bcnevolcn- 
tia profecutus eft> multaque ei detidit humanitads 
ofHcia. Ad hunc itaque hofpes ille antequam ab ea 
urbe difcederet, ut ne ingratum fe oftenderet^ hoc 
carmen miiit* 

HJEC quoque Manfe tuas meditantur carmina laudi 
Pierides, tibi Manfe choro notiffiroe Phcebi, 
Quandoquidem ille aliam hand zquo eft dignatus hor 
Poft Galli cineres, Sc Mecaenatis Hetrufci [nore, 

Tu quoque^ ft noftrae tantum valet aura C^moenae^ 5 
Vi£b-ices hed^ras inter, lauroTque fedebis. 
Te pridem i»agBO felix concordia Taftb 
Junxk> & a^terw infcripftt nomina chartis, 
Mox tibi dulciloquum non infda Mufa Marinom 
Tradidit> ille tuum did fe gaudet alumnum, 10 

Dum caoit Afiyriofi divum prolixus amores f 

Mollis 
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t84 MILT ONI POEM ATA. 

Mollis & Aufonias ftupefecit carmine nymphas. 
Ille itidem moriens tibi foli debita vatcs 
Ofla tibi foli, fupremaque vota reliquit 
Nee manes pietas tua chara fefellit amici, 15 

Vidimus arridentem operofo ex asre poetam. 
Nee fads hoc vifum eft in utrumque, & nee pia ceflant 
Officia in tumulo, cupis integros rapere Oreo, 
Qua potes, atque avidas Parcarum eludere leges : 
Amborom genus, & varia fub forte pera6(am 20 

Defcribis vitam, morefque, & dona Minervae ; 
^mulus illius Mycalen qui natus ad altam 
Rettulit iEolii vitam facundus Homeri, 
Ergo ego te Clius & magni nomine Phoebi, 
Manfe pater, jubeo Iqngum falvere per aevum 25 
MifTus Hyperboreo juvenis peregrinus ab axe. 
Nee tu longinquam bonus afpernabere Mufam, 
Quae nuper gelida vix enutrita fub Ardto 
Imprudens Italas aufa eft volitare per urbes, 
Nos etiam in noftro modulantes flumine cygnos 30 
Credimus obfcuras nodis feniifte per umbras. 
Qua Thamefis late puris argenteus urnis 
Oceani glaucos perfundit gurgite crines. 
Quin & in has quondam pervenit Tityrus oras, 
Sed neque nos genus incultum, nee inutile Phoebe, 35 
Qua plaga fepteno mundi fulcata Trione 
Brumalem patitur longa fub no6le Booten. 
Nos etiam colimus Phoebum, nos munera Phcebo 
Flaventes fpicas, & lutea mala caniftris, 
Halantemque crocum (perhibet nifi vana vetuftas) 40 
Mifimus, & le^s Druidum de gente choreas. 
^: (Gcis 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SYLVARUM LIBER. 285 

(Gens Druides antiqua facris operata deorum 

Heroiim laudes imitandaque gefta canebant) 

Hinc quoties feflo cingunt altaria cantu 

Delo in herbosa Graiae de more puellae 45 

Carminibus laetis memorant Corineida Loxo, 

Fatidicamque Upin, cum flavicoma Hecaerge, 

Nuda Caledonio variatas pedlora faco. 

Fortunate fenex, ergo quacunque per orbem 

Torquati decus, & nomen celebrabitur ingens, 50 

Claraque perpetui fuccrefcet fama Marini, 

Tu quoque in ora frequens venies plaufumque virorum, 

Et parili carpes iter immortale volatu, 

Dicetur turn fponte tuos habitafle penates 

Cynthius, & famulas venifle ad limina Mufas : 55 

At non fponte domum tamen idem, & regis adivit 

Rura Pheretiadas ccelo fugitivus Apollo ; 

Ille licet magnum Alciden fufceperat hofpes ; 

Tantum ubi clamofos placuit vitare bubulcos, 

Nobile manfueti ceflit Chironis in antrum, 60 

Irriguos inter faltus frondofaque teda 

Peneium prope rivum : ibi faepe fub ilice nigra 

Ad cytherse ilrepitum blanda prece vidus amici 

Exilii duros lenibat voce labores. 

Turn neque ripa fuo, barathro nee fixa fub imo 65 

Saxa ftetere loco, nutat Trachinia rupes. 

Nee fentit folitas, immania pondera, fylvas, 

Emotaeque fuis properant de.coUibus orni, 

Mulcenturque novo maculoli carmine lynces. 

Diis dilede fenex, te Jupiter a^quus oportet 70 

Nafcentcm, & mici luftrarit lumine Phoebus, 

Atlantifque 
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a86 MILTONI POEMATA. 

Atlandfqae ncpos ; neque cnim nifi charns ab ortu 

Diis fuperis potent magno faviffe poetae. 

Hinc longaeva tibi lento fub Bore fencftus 

Vernat, & jEfonios liicratur vivida fofos, 75 

Nondum deciduos fervans tibi frontis honores, 

Ingeniumquc vigens, & adultum mentis acumen. 

O mihi fi mea fors talem concedat amicum 

Phcebaeos decorafTe viros qui tarn bene norit. 

Si quando indigenas reTOcabo in carmina reges, 89 

Arturumque etiam fub terns bella moventem ; 

Attt dicam invi^be IbciaH foedere menfae 

Magnanimos HerOas, Sc (O modo fpiritus adfit) 

Frangam Saxonicas Britonum fob Marte phalanges. 

Tandem ubi non tacitx permenfus tempora vitse, 85 

AnncM^umquse {ktur cineri foa }ura relinquam^ 

lUe mihi le6lo madidis aftaret ocellis, 

Afbnti fat erit ii dieam fim til^ cutx ; 

lUe meos artus liventi morte fblutos 

Curaret parva componi molliter unia. 90 

Forfitan & noilros dueat de ixlarmore vultos, 

Neftens aut Paphia myrti aut Partiaffide lauri 

Fronde Gomfts> at ego^ fecsura paee quiefcam. 

Tum quoque, fi qua fides, fi prsemia certa bononun, 

Ipf« ego calico! um femotus in aethera divum, 95 

Qu6 labor & mens pura vehimt, atque igne^ virtus, 

Secreti haec aliqua mundi dc parte videbo 

(Quantum fata fmunt) & tota nfentc fbi^enu^ 

Kidens puFpureo fufFundar lunUne vultu8> 

& iimul sthereo plaudaju mihi l«tUs OlynApOt 109 

E P I T A. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ *87 ] 
EPITAPHIUM DAMONIS. 

Argumentum. 

Thyrfis & Damon ejufdem riciniae paftores, cadem 
ibdia fequuti a pueritia amki erant, ut qui pluri- 
mum. Thyrfis animi causa profe^lns percgrc de 
obitu Damonis nuncium accepit. Domam poftea 
reverfus, Sc rem ita die * comperto» fe, fuamqae 
folitudinem hoc carmine deplorat Damonis autem 
fub perfona hie intelligitur Carolus Dcodatm ex urbe 
Hetruriae Loca patemo genere oriundus> oetera An- 
glus ; ingenio, do£trin^, dariffimifque caneris virtu- 
tibus, dum riveret, juvenis egrcgius. 

HIMERIDES nymphas (nam vos St Daphnin 
& Hylan, 
£t plorata diu meminifHs fata Bionis) 
Dicite Sicelicum Thamefina per oppida carmen : 
Quas mifer efFudit Yoces, quae murmura Thyrfis, 
£t quibus afliduis exercuit antra querelis, 5 

Fluminaque, fontefque vagos, nemorumque recefllis. 
Dam fibi prasreptum queritur Damona> neque altam 
Ii^udibus exemit nodem loca fda pererrans. 
Et jam bis viridi fiirgebat culmus arifta, 
Et totidem flavas numerabant horrea meffes, 10 

£x quo famma dies tulerat Damona fub umbras> 



* compenensJEdjtk Fenton* 



Nee 
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Nee dum aderat Thyrfis ; paflorem fcilicet ilium 
Dulcis amor Mufx Thufca retinebat in urbe. 
Aft ubi mens expleta domum, pecorifque relidi 
Cwa vocat, fimul affueta feditque fub uhno, 15 

Turn ver6 amiflum tum denique fentit amicum, 
Ccepit & immenfum fic exoncrafe dolorem. 

Ite domum impaftii domino jam non vacat, agm. 
Hei mihi ! quae terris> qu» dicam numina cceloj 
Poilquam te immiti rapuerunt funere Damon I 20 
Siccine nos llnquis^ tua iic fine nomine virtus 
I bit, 8c obfcuris numero fociabitur umbris ? 
At non ille, animas virga qui dividit aurea, 
lila velit, dignumque tui te ducat in agmen, 
Ignavumque procul pecus arceat omne iilentum. 25 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agnL 
Quicquid erit, certe nifi me lupus ante videbit, 
Indeplorato non comminuere fepulchro, 
Conflabitque tuus tibi honos, longumque vigebit 
Inter paftores : lUi tibi vota fecundo 30 

Solvere poft Daphnin, poft Daphnin dicere laudes 
Gaudebunt, dum rura Pales, dum Faunus amabit ; 
Si quid id eft, prifcamque iidem coluifle, piumque, 
Palladiafque artes, fociumque habuifTe canorum. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 35 
Haec tibi certa manent, tibi erunt hzec proemia Damon, 
At mihi quid tandem fiet modo ? quis mihi fidus 
j^rebit lateri comes, ut tu faepe folebas 
duris, & per loca foeta pruinis, 
fab fole, fiti morientibus herbis ? 40 

% magnos fait eminus ire kones. 
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Aut avidos terrcre lupos pnefepibos altis ; 
Quis fando fopire diem, cantuque folebit ? 

Ite domum impaib'> domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Pcdora cui credam ? quis me lenire docebit 45 

Mordaces curas, quis longam fallere noftem 
Dnlcibus alioquiis, grato ciim iibilat igni 
MoUe pyrum, & nucibus ftrepitat focus, at malus aufter 
Mifcet cundta foris> & defuper intonat ulmo ? 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 50 
Aut aeflate, dies medio dum vertitur axe. 
Cum Pan aefculea fomnum capit abdiius umbra, 
Et repetunt Tub aquis fibi nota fedilia nymphaj, 
Paftoreique latent, ftertit fub fepe colonus, 
Quis mihi blanditiafque tuas, quis tum mihi rifus, 55 
Cecropiofque fales referet, cultofque lepores f 

Ite domum impalH, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
At jam folus agros, jam pafcua folus oberro, 
Sicubi ramofe denfantur vallibus umbra?. 
Hie ferum expefto, fupra caput imber & Eurus 60 
Trifle fonant, fradtaeque agitata crepufcula fylvse. 

Ite domum impalH, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Heu quam culta mihi prius arva procacibus herbis 
Involvuntur, & ipfa fitu feges alta fatifcit ! 
Innuba neglefto marcefcit & uva racemo, 6 c 

Ncc myrteta juvant ; ovium quoque taedet, at illss, 
Moerent, inque fuum convertunt ora magiftrum. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Tityrus ad coryios vocat, Alpheiiboeus ad ornos. 
Ad falices Aegon, ad flumina pulcher Amyntas, 70 
Hie gelidi fontes, hie illiu gramina mufco. 

Vol. XIL U Hie 
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Hic'Zephyri, hie placidas iater&rcpk arbutus undas; 
Ifla canunt furdo» frudces ego nadus abibam. 

Ite domum impafliy, domino jam noa vacat^agm. 
Mopfus ad haec, nam me redeuntem forte notarat> ]^ 
(Et callebat avium linguas, & fidera Mopfus) 
Thyrfi quid hoc ? dixit^ quae tc coquit improba Wul 
Aut te perdit amor» aut te male fafcinat aftrum> 
Saturni grave faepe fuit paftoribus aflrum> 
Ijitimaque obliquo figit prsecordia plumbo. ^ 

Ite domum impa(U> domino jam non vacate agoi. 
Mirantur nymphae, S( quid te Thyrfi futurum cfl? 
Quid tibi vis ? aiunt, non haec fokt eife juvente 
Nubila frons, oculique truces, vultufque feveri, 
lUa chores, lufufque lev^js, & femper amorem S^ 
Jure petit, bis ille mifer qui ferus amavit.. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Venit Hyas, Dryopeque, Sc filia Baucidis Mgle 
Doda modos, citharaeque fciens, fed perdita h&a, 
Venit Idumanii Chloris vicina fluenti ; 9« 

Nil me blanditiasi nil me folantia verba. 
Nil me, fi quid adeft, movet, aut ^pcs ulk futuri. 

Ite dom^im impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Hei mihi quam funilcs.ludunt per prata juvenci, 
Omnes unanimi fecum fibi leg^ (bdales, 95 

Nee magis hunc alio quifquam fecernit amicuQi 
De grege, fi denli vcniunt ad pabula thoes, 
Inque vicem hirfuti paribus junguntur onagri : 
Lex eadem pdagi, deferto in littore Proteus 
Agmina phocarum numerat, vilifijoe volncrum 100 
Pa^er habet femper quicum fit» 8c omnia orcum 

5 Farra 



^ 
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Farra libens volitet» fer5 foa teda revifens^ 

Quern & fors letho objecit» feu milvus adunco 

Fata tulit Toftro, feu ih-avit arundine foKor, 

Protinus ille alium focio petit inde volatu. loj 

Nos durum genus, & diris exercita fatis 

Gens homines aliena animis, Sc pedore difcors, 

Vix iibi quifque parem de millibus invenit unam» 

Aut fi fors dederit tandem non afpera votis, 

lUum inopma dies qua non fperaveris bora 1 10 

Surripit, seternum linquens in fascula damnum. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacate agni. 
Heu quis me ignotas traxit vagus error in oras 
Ire per aereas rupes, Alpemque nivofam ! 
Ecquid erat tanti Romam vidiffe fepultam, iij 

(Quamvis ilia foret, qualem dum viferet olim, 
Tityrus ipfe fuas & oves & rura reliquit ;) 
Ut te tam dulci poOTem caruiiTe fodale> 
PofTem tot maria alta, tot interponere montes« 
Tot fylvas, tot faxa tibi, fluviofque fonantes I 1 2d 

Ah certc cxtrem^m licuifTet tangere dextram, 
£t bene compoiitos placide morientis ocellos, 
Et dixiffc vale, noftri memor ibis ad aftra. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agnL 
Quamquam etiam veftri nunquam meminiffe pigebit, 
Paftores Thufci, Mufis operata juventus. 
Hie Charis, atque Lepos; & Thufcus tu quoque Damon, 
Antiqua genus unde petis Lucumonis ab urbe. 
O ego quantus eram, gelidi cum ilratus ad Ami 
Murmura, populeumque nemus, qua molHor herba, 
Carpere nunc violas, nunc fummas carpcre myrtos, ■ 
U 2 Et 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



292 M I L T O N I P O E M A T A. 

£t potui Lycidae certantem afidire Menalcam. 
Ipfe edam tentare aofus (ma, nee puto mult^ 
Difplicuiy nam funt & apud me munera veflra 
Fifcellx> calathique> 8c cerea vinda cicutae, 13 J 

Quin k noflra fuas docuerant nomina fagos 
£t Datisy 8c Francinus, erant & vocibus ambo 
£t fludiis nod, Lydorum fanguinis ambo. 

Ite domum impaftif domino jam non vacat, agnL 
Hxc mihi tum lasto didabat rofcida Imia, 140 

Dum folus teneros claudebam Cradbos hoedos. 
Ah quodes dixi, cum te cinis ater habebat. 
Nunc canit, aut lepori nunc tendit reda Damon, 
Vimina nunc texit, varios fibi quod fit in ufus I 
Et quae tum facili fperabam mente futura 145 

Arripui voto levis, 8c praefentia finxi. 
He us bone numquid agis ? nifi te quid forte retardat, 
Imus ? & arguta paulum recubamus in umbra, 
Aut ad aquas Colni, aut ubi jugera Caffibelauni ? 
Tu mihi percurres medicos, tua gramina, fuccos, 150 
Helleborumque, humilefque crocos, foliumque hya- 
cinth!, 
Quafque habet ifla palus herbas, artefque medentum. 
Ah pereant herbae, pereant artefque medentum, 
Gramina, poftquam ipli nil profecere magiftit)* 
Ipfe etiam, nam nefcio quid mihi grande fonabat 155 
Fiilula, ab undecima jam lux efl altera nodte, 
Et tum forte novis admoram labra cicutis, 
Difliluere tamen rupta compage, nee ultra 
Feire graves potuere fonos, dubito quoque ne fim 
Turgidulus, tamen 8c referam, vos cedite fylva:. 160 

Ite 
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Ite domum impafH^ dOmino jam non vacant, agni* 
Ipfe ego Dardanias Rutupina per aequora puppes 
Dicain> & Pandrafidos regnum vetus Inogenise^ 
Brennumque Arvigarumque duces, prifcumque Beli^ 

Et tandem Armoricos Britonum fub lege colonos ; 165 
Tum gravidam Arturo fatali fraude logernen, 
Mendaces vultus, aiTumptaque Gorlois arma, 
Merlini dolus. O mihi tum fi vita fuperfit, 
Tu procul annofa pendebis fiijula pinu 
Multum oblita mihi^ aut patriis mutaca Camoenis 170 
Brittonicum flrldes, quid enim ? omnia non licet uni 
Non fperafTe uni licet omnia> mi fatis ampla 
Merces, Sc mihi grande decus (fim ignotus in aevunj 
Tum licet, externo penitufque inglorius orbi) 
Si pie flava comas legat Ufa, & potpr Alauni, 175 
Vorticibufque frequen^ Abra, Sc nemus omne Treantse, 
£t Thameiis meus ^te omnes, & fufca n^etaUis 
Tamara, Sc extremis me.dircant Orcades uadis. 

Ite domum impafti, donjino jam non vac^t, ^gni. 
Hsec tibi fervabam lenta fub cortice lauri, 1 80 

Haec, Sc plura fimul, tum quae mihi pocula Manfus, 
Manfus Chalcidicae non ujtima gloria ripae, 
Bina dedit, mirum artis opus, mirandus Sc ipfe, 
Et circum gemino cselaverat argumento : 
In piedio rubri maris unda, Sc odoriferum ver, 1 85 
Littora Ipnga Arabum, Sc fudantes balfama fylvae. 
Has inter Phoenix divina avis, unica terris 
Cceruleum fulgens diverficoloribus alis 
Auroram vitrcis furgentem refpicit undis. 

U 3 Parte 
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Parte alia polus omnipatens, & magnus Olympasy 190 
Qm$ pQtet? hicquoqueAmoTypidbequeinnabepharetnB, 
Arma corufca faces, Sc f|ncula tinda p3rn^ ; 
Nee tenues animas» ped^qoe ignobile vulgi 
Hinc ferit, at circum flammantia lumina torquens 
Semper in ereftum fpargit fua tela per orbes 195 
Impiger; Sc pronos nunquam coUimat ad idus, 
Hinc mentes ardere facrac, formxque deorum. 

Tu quoque in his, nee me fallit fpes lubrica, Damon, 
Tu quoque in his certe es, nam qu6 tua dulcis abiret, 
Sandaque Amplicitas, nam qud tua Candida virtus ? 
Nee te Lethseo fas quadiviffe fub orco. 
Nee tibi conveniunt lacrymae, nee flebimus ultrl, 
Ite procul lacrymae, purum colit arthera Damon, 
^thera purus habet, pluvium pede reppulit arcom; 
Hcroumque animas inter, div6fque perenneaj, 205 
iEthereos haurit ladces 8c gandia potat 
Ore facro. Quin tu coeli poft jura recepta 
Dexter ades, placidufque fave quicunque vocaris, 
Seu tu nofler eris Damon, five aequior audis 
Diodotus, quo te divino nomi!ne cun^ 210 

Coelicolae norint, fylvifque vocabere Damon. 
Qudd tibi purpureus pudor, & fine labe juventus 
Grata fait, qubd nulla tori libata voluptas. 
En etiam tibi virginei fervantur honores ; 
Ipfe caput nitidum cindlus rutilante corona, 21J 

Lxtique frondentis geftans umbracula palmaei 
Sternum perages immortales hymenaeos ; 
Cantus ubi, choreifque furit lyra roifta beatis, 
Fefla Sionaeo bacchantur Sc Orgia thyrfo, 

Jan. 
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Jan. 23, 1646. 
ADJOANNEM ROUSIUM, 
OxoNiENsis Academic Biblioth^carivm. 

De libro Poematum amifTo, quern ille fibi denuo mitti 
poilulabat, ut cum aliis noftris in Bibliotheca publica 
reponeret. Ode. 

Strophe i. 

G£ M £ L L £ cultu ilmplid gaudens liber^ 
Fronde licet gcmina, 
Munditieque nitens non operosi, 
Quam manus attulit 

Juvenilis olim, J 

Sedula tamen baud nimii poetae ; 
Dum vagus Aufonias nunc per umbras. 
Nunc Britannica per vireta lufit 
Infons populi, barbit6que devius 
Indulfit patrio, mox itidem pedtine Daunio 10 

Longinquum intonuit melos 
Vicinis, & humum vix tetigit pede ; 

Antilbophe. 
Quis tc, parve liber, quis te fratribus 
Subduxit reliquis dolo ? 

Cum tu miflus ab urbe, IJ 

Doflo jugiter obfecrante amico* 
Illuftre tendebas iter 
Thameiis ad incunabula 
Coerulei patris, 

U 4 Fontc5 
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Pontes obi limpidi 20 

Aonidum, thyafufque facer 
Orbi notus per immenfos 
Tcmporum lapfus redeunte coelo* 
Celeberque futurus in aevum ; 

Strophe 2. 
Modd quis deus, aut editas deo <5 

Priftinam gentis miferatus indolem 
(Si fatis noxas luimus priores, 
Mollique luxu degener otium) 
Tollat nefandos civium tumaltus, 
Almaque revocet ftudia fandus, 30 

£t relegatas fine fede Mufas 
Jam pene totis finibus Angligenum ; 
Immundafque volucres 
Unguibus imminentes 

Figat Apollinea pharetra, 35 

Phineamque abigat pcftem procul amne Pegafeo. 

Antiflrophe. 
Quin tu> libefle, nuntii licet n^a 
Fide, vel ofcitantia 
Semel errai^fris agmine fratrum, 
Seu quis te teneat fpecus, 40 

Seu qua te latebra; forfan unde vili 
Callo tereris inftitoris infulfi, 
Lastare felix, en iterum tibi 
Spcs nova fulget pofTe profundam 
Fugere Lethen, vehique fuperam 45 

In Jovis aulam remige penna ; 

Strophe 3. 
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Strophe $, 

Mam te Roufius fui 

Optat pcculi, numeroquc jufto 

Sibi pollicitum queritur abefle, 

Rogatque venias illc cujus inclyta 50 

Sunt data vinim monumenta curse: 

Teque adytis etiam facris 

Voluit reponi, quibus & ipfe praefidct 

^ternorum operum caftos fidelis, 

Quaeftorque gazae nobilioris, 55 

Quam cui praefuit Ion 

Clarus Erechtheides 

Opulenta dei per templa parentb 

Fttlvofque tripodas, donaque Delphlca> 

Ion Adtaea genitus Creiisa. €9 

Antiftrophe. 

Ergo tu vifere lucos 

Mufarum ibis amccnos^ 

Biamque Phccbi rurfus iUs in domum, 

Oxonia quam valle colit 

Delo pofthabita, 65 

Bifid6que Parnalli jugo : 

Ibis honefhis, 

Poftquam cgregiam tu quoquc fortem 

Nadus abis, dextri prece foUidtatus amicL 

Illic legeris inter alta nomina 7® 

Authorum, Graise iimul & Latinae 

Anuqua gentis lumina, & verum decus. 

Epodos* 
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Ep£)d05. 

Vos tandem haud vacui mei labores, 

Quicquid hoc fterile fudit ingenittm. 

Jam ferd placidam fperare jubeo 7j 

Perfunflam invidia requkm^ fedefqae beatas 

Quas bonus Hermes 

£t tutela dabit folers Roufi, 

Quo neque lingua procax vulgi pcnctrabit, atque longc 

Turba legcntum praya faceifet ; So 

At ultimi nepotes^ 

£t cordatior aetas 

Judicia rebus aequiora foriitan 

Adlubebit integro finu. 

Turn livore fepulto, gr 

Si quid meremur fana poUericas fciet 

Roiifio favente. 

Ode tribus conftat Strophis, totidcmque Andftro- 
phis> una demum Epodo claufis, quas, tametii omnes 
oec verfuum numero, ncc certis ubique colis exade 
refpondeantj ita tamen fecuimus, commode legend! 
poti^s» quam ad antiquos condnendi modes rationem 
fpedlantes. Alioqum hoc genus redi^ fortafie did 
monoftrophicum debuerat. Metra partim funt natm 
cx^crin, partim uit4h.iXvf4.iw* Pkaleuda quae fimt, Spon- 
daeum tertio loco bis admittuat, quod idem in feciukb 
ioqo Catullus ad libitum fecic 



Ad 
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199 



Ad Chrktinam Suecorum Reginam xu)mint 
CromweUi •• 

BEllipotens Virgo, feptem Re^a Trionum, 
Chriftma, Ardboi' lucida ftella poli, 
Cernis quas merui dura fub caffide rugas, 
; Utque fenex annis impiger ora gero; 
Invia fatorum dum per veftigia nitor^ 
Exequor et.populi fortia jufia manu. 
Aft tibi fubmittit frontem reverentior umbra; 
Nee funt hi vultus Regibus ufquc truces. 

Translation t> from Toland's Life of Milton. 

BRIGHT martial maid, queen of the frozen zone. 
The northern pole fupports thy fhining throne; 
Behdd what furrows age and fteel can plow. 
The helmet's weight opprcfs'd this wrinkled brow. 
Through fate^s untrodden paths I move, my handt 
Still ad my free-born people's bold commands : 
Yet this ftern (hade to you fubmits his frowns. 
Nor are thefe looks always fevere to crowns. 

• Thefe verfes were fent to Chriftina Queen of Sweden with 
Cromweirs picture, and are by fome afcribed to Andrew Marvelly 
as by others to Milton : but they were probably Milton*!, be- 
ing more within his province as Latin Secretary* 

f By Sir Fleetwood Shepbcard. 
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A FRAGMENT, from the Italian; 

Addrefled to a young Lady, at Florence, who did not 
underftand Engliih. 

WHEN, in yoor language, I, unfkill'd, addrefs 
The fhort-pac'd efforts of a trammerd Mufe; 
Soft Italy's fair critics round Me prcfs. 
And my m^daking paffion thus accufe. 

Why, to our tongue's difgrace, does thy dumb love 
Strive, in rough found, foft meaning to impart ? 

He muft feled his words who fpeaks to move. 
And point his purpofe at the hearer's heart. 

Then laughing they repeat my languid lays ; 

Nymphs of thy native clime, perhaps — they cry, 
For whom thou haft a tongue, may feel thy pr^e ; 

But we muft underftand ere we comply 1 

Do thou, my foul's foft hope, thefe triflers awe ! 

Tell them, 'tis nothing, how, or what, I write; 
Since love from filent looks can language draw. 

And fcoms the lame impertinence of wit. 



A fmafl 
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O F 



EDUCATION. 



T O 



Mr. H a R T L I B, 

Written about the Year i650. 
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** His Scheme of Education, infcribed to Hart* 
" LIB, fupcrfcdes all academical inftrudUon; being 
'^ intended to comprife the whole time which men 
" ufually fpend in literature, from their entrance upon 
«• grammar, //// they prgceed, as it is called. Matters of 
«« Arts.** Dr. Johnson. 
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EDUCATION. 



T O 



Mr. SAMUEL HART LIB. 



Mr.HARTLIB, 

1AM long fince perfuaded, that to fay, or do ought 
worth memory and imitation, no purpofe or refpe^ 
aK)dd fooncr move us, than fimply the love of God,- 
aad of mankind. Neverthelefs to write now the re- 
fonnmg of education, though it be one of the greateft 
and nobleft defigns that can be thought on, and for 
the want whereof this nation perilhes, I had not yet at 
this time been induced, but by your earned intreaties 
and ferious conjurements; as having my mind for th©^ 
prefent half diverted m the purfuance of fome other 
affertions, the knowledge and the ufe of which cannot; 
hut be a great furtherance both to the enlargement of 
truth, and honeft living, with much more peace. Nor 
fhould the laws of any private friepdfliip have prc-r- 
vailed with me to divide thus, jot tranfpofe my former 
thoughts, but that I fee thofe aims, thoie aftions whicJi 

have 
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have won you with me the efteem of a pcrfon fent 
hither by fome good providence from a far country, 
to be the occafion and the incitement of great good to 
this ifland. And^ as I hear, you have obtained the 
fame repute with men of moll approved wifdom, and 
fome of higheft authority among us. Not to mention 
the learned correfpondence which you hold in foreign 
parts, and the extraordinary pains and diligence which 
you have ufed in this matter both here, and beyond 
the feas ; either by the definite will of God fo ruling, 
or the peculiar fvvay of nature, which alfo is God's 
working. Neither can I think that, fo reputed, and (o 
valued as you are, you would, to the forfeit of your 
own difceming ability, impofe upon me an unfit and 
over-ponderous argument, but that the fatisfafiion 
which you profefs to have received from thofe inci- 
dental difcourfes which we have wandered into, hadi 
preft and almoft conftrained you into a perfuafion that 
what you require from me in this point, I neither 
ought, nor can in confcience defer beyond this time 
both of fo much need at once, and fo much opportu- 
nity to try what God hath determined. I will not re- 
fift therefore, whatever it is, either of divine or human 
obligement, that you lay upon me ; but will forthwith 
fet down in writing, as you requefl me, that voluntary 
idea which hath long in filence prefented itfelf to me, 
of a better education, in extent and comprehenfion far 
more large, and yet of time far fliorter, and of attain- 
ment far more certain, than hath been yet in praAice. 
Brief I fliall endeavour to be ; for that which I have 

to 
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to fsLy, afTuredly this nation hath extreme need fhould 
be done fooner than fpoken. To tell you therefore 
what I have benefited herein among old renowned au- 
thors, I fhall fpare ; and to fearch what many modern 
Januas and Didadics, more than ever I fhall read, 
have projededy my inclination leads me not. But if 
you can accept of thefe few obfervations which have 
flowered off, and are, as it were, the burnifhing of 
many ftudious and contemplative years, altogether 
fpent in the fearch of religious and civil knowledge, 
and fuch as pleafed you fo well in the relating, I here 
give you them tp difpofe of. 

The end then of learning is to repair the ruins of 
our firft parents, by reg^ning to know God aright, 
and out of that knowledge to love him, to imitate him, 
to be like him, as we may the neareft by poffeffing our 
fouls of true virtue, which being united to the heavenly 
grace of faith makes up the higheft perfedion. But 
becaufe our underftanding cannot in this body found 
itfelf but on fenfible things, nor arrive fo clearly to the 
knowledge of God and things invifible, as by orderly 
conning over the vifible and inferior creature, the fame 
method is neceflarily to be followed in all difcreet 
teaching. And feeing every nation affords not expe- 
rience and tradition enough for all kinds of learning, 
therefore we are chiefly taught the languages of thofe 
people who have at any time been mofl induftrious 
after wifdom ; fo that language is but the inftrument 
conveying to us things ufeful to be known. And 
Vol. XII. X though 
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though a linguifl (hould pride himfelf to have all the' 
tongues that Babel cleft the world into, yet> if he had 
not iludied the folid things in them as well as the words 
and lexicons, he were nothing {6 much to be efteemed 
a learned man> as any yeoman or tradefman compe- 
tently wife in his mother dialed only. Hence appear 
the many mifUkes which have made learning generally 
fo unpleaiing and fo unfuccefsfiil ; firft we do amifs to 
fpend feven or eight years merely in fcraping together 
fo much miierable Latin and Greek, as might be 
learnt otherwife eafdy and delightfully in one year. 
And that which caib our proficiency therein fo mndi 
behind, is our time loft partly in too oft idle vacancies 
given both to fchools and univerfities, partly in a pre- 
pofterous exa^on, forcing the empty wits of children 
to compofe themes, verfes, and orations, which are 
the a6ls of ripeft judgment, and the final work of a 
head filled, by long reading and obferving, with ele- 
gant maxims, and copious invention. Theie are not 
matters to be wrung from poor ftriplings, like blood 
out of the ncfe, or the plucking of untimely fruit : 
befides the ill habit which they get of wretched bar- 
barizing againft the Latin and Greek Idiom, with their 
untutored Anglicifms, odious to be read, yet not to be 
avoided without a well -continued and judicious con- 
verfing among pure authors digefted, which they 
fcarce talle; whereas, if after fome preparatory 
grounds cf fpeech by their certain forms got into 
memory, they were led to the praxis thereof in fome 
chofen fhort book lelToned throughly to them, they 
5 migJit 
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might then forthwith proceed to learn the fubftance 

of good things, and arts in due order, which would 

bring the whole language quickly into their power. 

This I take to be the moft rational and moft profitable 

way of learning languages, and whereby we may beft 

hope to give account to God of our youth fpent 

herein. And for the ufual method of teaching arts, I 

deem it to be an old error of univerfities not yet well 

recovered from the fcholaflic grofTnefs of barbarous 

ages, that inllead of beginning with arts moft eafy^ 

(and thofe be fuch as are moft obvious to the fenfe,) 

they prefent their young unrnatriculated novices at 

iirft coming with the intelledlive abftradlions of logic 

and metaphyfics ; fo that they having but newly left 

thofe grammatic flats and ihallows where they ftuck 

unreafonably, to learn a few words with lamentable 

conftrudion, and now on the fudden tranfported under 

another climate to be toft and turmoiled with their 

unballafled wits in fathomlefs and unquiet deeps of 

controverfy, do for the moft part grow into hatred and 

contempt of learning, mocked and deluded all this 

while with ragged notions and babblements, while 

they expeded worthy and delightful knowledge; till 

poverty or youthful years call them importunately 

their feveral ways, and haften them with the fway of 

friends, either to an ambitious or mercenary, or igno- 

rantly zealous divinity : fome allured to the trade of 

law, grounding their purpofes not on the prudent and 

heavenly contemplation of juftice and equity, which 

was never taught them, but on the promifing and 

X 2 % pleafmg 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



308 O F E D U C A T I O N. 

pleadng thoughts of litigious terms, fat contentions^ 
and flowing fees ; others betake them to ftate affairs^ 
with fouls fo unprincipled in virtue, and true generous 
breeding, that flattery, and court-fliifts, and tyrannous 
aphorifms appear to them the higheft points of wif- 
dom ; inftilling their barren hearts with a confcaentious 
flarery, if, as I rather think, it be not feigned : others^ 
laftly, of a more delicious and airy fpirit, retire them- 
fclves, knowing no better, to the enjoyments of eafc 
and luxury, living out their days in feaft and jollity ; 
which indeed is the wifeft and the fafeft courfe of all 
thefe, unlefs they were with more integrity undertaken. 
And thefe are the fruits of mifpending our prime 
youth at the fchools and univerfities as we do, either 
in learning mere words, or fuch things chiefly as were 
better unlearnt. 

I Ihall detain you no longer in the demonflration of 
what we ftiould not do, but ftraight condud you to a 
hill-fide, where I will point ye out the right path of a 
virtuous and noble education ; laborious indeed at the 
firft afceftt, but elfe fo fmooth, fo green, fo full of 
goodly pfofpe^^, and melodious founds on every fide, 
tiiat the harp of Orpheus was not more chsoming. I 
doubt not but ye (hall have more ado to drive our 
dulled and lazieft youth, our flocks and ftubs, from 
the infinite defire of fuch a happy nurture, than we 
have now to hale and drag our choiceft and hope- 
fuUeft wits to that afmine feaft of fowthiftles and bram- 
bles which is commonly fet before them, as all thcf 
food and enteruinment of their tendered and mofl 
docibis 
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^pcible age. I call therefore a complete and generous 
education that which fits a man to perform juftly, 
flcilfully, and magnanimoufly, all the offices, both pri- 
vate and public, of peace and war. And how all this 
may be done between twelve and one-and-twenty, lefs 
time than is now befto^ved in pure trifling a^ grammar 
aiid fophiftry, is to be thus ordered, 

Firft, To find out a fpacious houfe, and ground 
about it, fit for an Academy, and big enough to lodge 
^n hundred and fifty perfons, whereof twenty or there- 
about may be attendants, all under the government of 
one, who fhall l)e thought of defert fuiScient, and abi- 
lity eidier to do all, or wifely to direct, and overfee it 
done. This place (hould be at once both fchool and 
univeriity, not needing a remove to any other houfe of 
fcholarfhip, except it be fome peculiar college of law, 
or phyfic, where they mean to be 'practitioners ; but 
as for thofe general ftudies which take up ^11 our time 
from Lilly to the commencing, as they terni it;, mafler 
of arts, it fhould be abfolute. After this pattern, as 
many edifices may be converted to this ufe, as fhall be 
needful in every city throughout this land, which 
would tend much to the increafe of learning and ci- 
vility every where. This number, lefs or more thus 
coUedled, tp the convenience of a foot company, or in- 
terchangeably two troo|)s of cavalry, (hould divide their 
days work into 'three parts, as it lies orderly : their 
ftudies, their exercifc, and their 3iet. 

For their ftudies, firH they fhould begin with the 

chief and neccfFsy-y rules of fome good grammar, either 

X 3 that 
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that now ufed, or any better : and while this is doing, 
tJicir fpeech is to be fafhioned to a dillindt and clear 
pronunciation, as near as may be to the Italian, efpe- 
cially in the vowels. For we Englifhmea being far 
northerly, do not open our mouths in the cold air, 
wide enough to grace a fouthern tongue ; but are ob- 
ferved by all other nations to fpeak exceeding c1or3 
and inward; fo that to fmatter Latin with an Engliih 
mouth, is as ill a hearing as Law-French. Next to 
make them expert in the ufefuUeft points of grammar, 
and withal to feafon them, and win them early to the 
love of virtue and true labour, ere any flattering fe- 
ducement, or vain principle feize them wandring, fome 
cafy and delightful book of education fhould be read 
to them ; whereof the Greeks have ftore, as Cebss, 
Plutarch, and other Socratic difcourfes. But in Latin 
we have none of claffic authority extant, except the 
two or three iirft books of Quintilian, and fome feled 
pieces elfewliere. But here the main (kill and ground- 
work will be, to temper them fuch leftures and expla- 
nations upon every opportunity, as may lead and draw 
them in willing obedience, inflamed with the ftudy of 
learning, and the admiration of virtue; ftirred up 
with high hopes of living to be brave men, and worthy 
patriot^, dear to God, and famous to all ages, that they 
may defpife and fcorn all their childifh and ill- taught 
qualities, to delight in manly and liberal exercifes, 
which he who hath the art and proper eloquence to 
catch them with, what with mild and effeftual perfua- 
fions, and that with the intimation of fome fear, if need 

be. 
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l)e, but chiefly by his own example, might, in a fhort 
fpace» gain them to an incredible diligence and cou- 
rage; infufing into their young breafts fuch an inge- 
nuous and noble ardot, as would not fail to make many 
of them renowned and matchlefs men. At the fame 
time, fome other hoar of the day, might be taught 
them the rules of arithmetic, and foon after the ele- 
ments of geometry even playing, as the aid manner 
was. After evening-repafls, till bed-time, their thoughts 
will be beft taken up in the eafy grounds of religion, 
and the ftory of fcripture. The next ftep would be to 
the authors of Agriculture, Cato, VarrOj and Colu- 
inella; for the matter is mod eafy, and if the language 
be difHcult, fo much the better, it is not a difHculty 
abeve their years : and here will be an occafion of in- 
citing and enabling them hereafter to improve the til- 
lage of their country, to recover the bad foil, and to 
remedy the wafte that is made of good ; for this was 
one of Hercules's praifes. Ere half thefe authors be 
read (which will foon be with plying hard, and daily) 
they cannot choofe but be mailers of an ordinary profe. 
3o that it will be then feafonable for them to learn in 
any modern author, the ufe of the globes, and all the 
snaps ; firft with the old names, and then with the new : 
pr they might be then capable to read any compen- 
jlicus method of natural philofophy. And at the fame 
jtime HMght they be entering into the Greek tongue, 
after the fame manner as was before prefcribed in the 
Latin; whereby the difficulties of grammar being foon 
j©vercomc, all the hiftorical phyfiology of Ariilotle and 
X 4 Theophraflus 
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Theophraflus arc open before them, and, as I may fay, 
under contribution. The like accefs will be to Vitra- 
vius, to Seneca's natural queftions, to Mela, Celfus, 
Pliny, or Solinus. And having thus paft the principles 
of Arithmetic, Geometry, Ailronomy, and Geogra- 
phy, with a general compaft of Phyfics, they may dc- 
fcend in Mathematics to the inftrumental fcience of 
Trigonometry, and from thence to fortification, archi- 
tefture, enginry, or navigation. And in natural phi- 
lofophy they may proceed leifurely from the hiHory of 
meteors, minerals, plants, and living creatures, 'zs far 
as anatomy. Then alio in courfe might be read to 
them out of fome not tedious writer the inftitution of 
phyfic ; that they may know the tempers, the hu- 
mours, the feafons, and how to manage a crudity: 
which he who can wifely and timely do, is not only a 
great phyfician to himfelf, and to his friends, but alfo 
may, at fome time or other, fave an army by this fru- 
gal and expenfelefs means only ; and not let the healthy 
and ftout bodies of young men rot away under him for 
want of this difcipline ; which is a great pity and no 
lefs a ftiame to the commander. To fet forward all 
thefe proceedings in nature and mathematics, what 
hinders, but that they may procure as oft as fhaU be 
needful, the helpful experiences of hunters, fowlers, 
filhermen, Ihepherds, gardeners, apothecaries ; and in 
the other fciences, architeds, engineers, mariners, 
anatomifts ; who doubtlefs would be ready, fome for 
reward, and fome to favour fuch a hopeful feminary ? 
And ibis will give them fuch a real tinfture of natu- 
ral 
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ral knowledge, as they Ihall never forget, but daily 
augment with delight. Then alfo thofe poets which 
are now counted moft hard, will be both facile and 
pleafant, Orpheus, Hefiod, Theocritus, Aratus, Ni- 
cander, Oppian, Dionyfius ; and in Latin, Lucretius, 
Mamlius, and the rural part of Virgil. 

By this time, years and good general precepts will 
have fumifhed them more diftinftly with that aft of 
re^n which in Ethics is called Proairefis ; that they 
may with fome judgment contemplate upon moral 
good and evil. Then will be required a fpecial rein- 
forcement of conftant and (bund endodrinating to fet 
them right and firm, inftrufting them more amply in 
the knowledge of virtue and the hatred of vice : while 
their young and pliant afFedions are led through all 
the moral Works of Plato, Xenophon, Cicero, Plutarch, 
Laertius, and thofe Locrian remnants ; but ftill to be 
reduced in their nightward iludies, wherewith they 
clofe the day's work, under the determinate fentence 
of David or Solomon, or the evangeliils and apoftolic 
fcriptures. Being perfedl in the knowledge of per- 
fonal duty, they may then begin the ftudy of cecono- 
mics. And either now, or before this, they may have 
eafily learnt at any odd hour the Italian tongue. And 
foon after, but with warinefs and good antidote, it 
would be wholefome enough to let them taftc fome 
choice comedies, Greek, Latin, or Italian : thofe tra- 
gedies alfo that treat of houfhold matters, as Trachiniae, 
Alceftis, and the like. The next remove muft be to 
the fludy of Politics ; to know the beginning, end, and 

reafons 
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reafons of political focieties ; that they may not, in a 
dangerous fit of the commonwealth, be fuch poor, 
fliaken, uncertain reeds, of fuch a tottering confcience, 
as many of our great counfellors have lately (hewn 
themfelves, but fledfafl pillars of the flate. After this 
they are to dive into the grounds of law, and legal 
jufticc; delivered fir ft, and with beft warrant, by 
Mofes ; and as far as human prudence can be trufted^ 
in thofe extolled remains of Grecian law-givers, Ly- 
curgus, Solon, Zaleucus, Charondas ; and thence to 
all the Roman edidls and tables, with their Juftinian; 
and fo down to the Saxon and common laws of Eng- 
land, and the ftatutes. Sundays alfo, and every even- 
ing may be now underftandingly fpent in the higheft 
matters of Theology, and church-hiftory antient and 
modern : and ere this time the Hebrew tongue at a fct 
hour might have been gained, that the fcriptures may 
be now read in their own original ; whereto it would 
be no impoflibility to add the Chaldce, and the Syrian 
dialed. When all thefe employments are weU con- 
quered, then will the choice hiftories, heroic poems, 
^nd Attic tragedies of ftatelieft and moft regal. argu- 
ment with all the famous political oratioas, offer thcm- 
felves; which if they were not only read, but fomc 
of them got by memory, and folemnly pronounced 
with right accent and grace, as might be taught, 
would endue them even with the fpirit and vigor 
of Demofthenes, or Cicero, Euripides, or Sopho- 
cles. And now, laflly, will be the time to read widi 
them thofe organic arts which enable men to dif- 
i courfc 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Op E D U C A T I O N. 315 

courfe and write perfpicuoufly, elegantly, and ac- 
cording to the fittell ftyle of lofty, mean, or lowly. 
Logic therefore, fo much as is ufeful, is to be referred 
to this due place, with all her well-couched heads and 
topics, until it be time to open her contracted palm 
into a graceful and ornate rhetoric, taught out of the 
rules of Plato, Ariftode, Phalereus, Cicero, Hermo- 
genes, Longinus. To which Poetry would be made 
fubfequent, or indeed rather precedent, as being lefs 
iubtile and £ne, but more fimple, fenfuous and paf- 
iionate. I mean not here the profody of a verfe, 
which they could not but have hit on before among 
the rudiments of grammar; but that fublime art, 
which in Ariftotle's Poetics, in Horace, and the Ita- 
lian commentaries of Caftlevetro, TaiTo, Mazzoni, and 
others, teaches what the laws are of a true Epic 
poem, what of a Dramatic, what of a Lyric, what de- 
corum is, which is the grand mafler-piece to obferve. 
This would make them foon perceive what defpicable 
creatures our common rhymers and play-writers be, 
and fhew them, what religious, what glorious and 
magnificent ufe might be made of poetry both in di- 
vine and human things. From hence and not till 
now will be the right feafon of forming them to be 
able writers and compofers in every excellent matter, 
when they fhall be thus fraught with an univerfal in- 
fight into things. Or whether they be to fpeak in par- 
liament or council, honour and attention would be wait- 
ing on their lips. There would then alfo appear in 
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pul[nts other vifages, other gcftures, and (luiF others 
wife wrought than what we now fit under, oft-times 
to as great a trial of our patience as any other that 
they preach to us. Thefe are the ftudies wherein our 
noble and our gentle youth ought to bellow their 
time in a difciplinary way from twelve to one-and- 
twenty; unlefs they rely more upon their anceftors 
dead* than upon themielves living. In which methor 
dical courfe it is fo fuppofed they muft proceed by the 
fteddy pace of learning onward, as at convenient times 
for memory's fake to retire back into the middle 
ward, and fomedmes into the rear of what they have 
been taught, until they have confirmed, and folidly 
united the whole body of their perfeded knowledge, 
like the lad embattelling of a Roman legion. Now 
will be worth the feeing what exercifes and recrea- 
tions may beft agree, and become thefe ftqdies. 

Their Exercise. 

The courfe of ftudy hitherto briefly defcribcd, l<, 
what I can guefs by reading, likeft to thofe antient 
and famous fchools of Pythagoras, Plato, liberates, 
Ariilotle, and fuch others, out of which were bred up 
fuch a number of renowned philofophers, orators, hif- 
torians, poets and princes all over Greece, Italy, and 
Afia, befides the flourifhing ftudies of Cycne and 
Alexandria. But herein it fhall exceed them, an4 
fupply a dcfeft as great as that which Plato noted ia 

the 
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the commonwealth of Sparta; whereas that city train- 
ed up their youth moil for war> and thefe in their aca- 
demies and Lycaeum^ all for the gown> this inftitution 
of breeding, which I here delineate, fhall be equally 
good both for peace and war. Therefore about an 
hour and a half ere they cat at noon fhould be allowed 
them for exercife^ and due reft afterward; but the 
time for this may be enlarged at pleafure, according 
as their riling in the morning fhall be early. The ex- 
crcifc which I commend firft, is the exaft ufe of their 
weapon, to guard and to fhike fafely with edge or 
point; this will keep them healthy, nimble, llrong, 
and well in breath, is alfo the likelieft means to make 
them grow large and tall, and to infpire them with a 
gallant and fearlefs courage, which being tempered 
with feafonable lefturcs and precepts to them of true 
fortitude and patience, will turn into a native and he- 
roic valour> and make them hate the cowardife of doing 
wrong. They muft be alfo pradlifed in all the locks 
and gripes of wreftling, wherein Englifhmen were 
wont to excel, as need may often be in fight to tug or 
grapple, and to clofe. And this perhaps will be 
enough, wherein to prove and heat their fingle 
ftrength. The interim of unfweating themfelves re- 
gularly, and convenient reft before meat, may both 
with profit and delight be taken up in recreating and 
compofing their travailed fpirits with the folemn and 
divine harmonies of mufic heard or learnt; either 
whiile the Ikilfal organift plies his grave and fancied 
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defcanty in lofty fugues, or the whole fymphony mtk 
artful and unimaginable touches adorn and grace the 
well-fludied chords of fome choice compofer ; feme* 
times the lute, or foft organ*Ilop waitbg on elegant 
voices cither to religious, material* or civil ditties; 
which, if wife men and prophets be not extremely out, 
have a great power over difpoiitions and manners, to 
fmooth and make them gentle from ruftic harfhnefs 
and diftempered paffions. The like alfo would not be 
unexpedient after- meat to afiift and cherifli nature in 
her firft concodlion, and fend their minds back to ftudy 
in good tune and fatisfadion. Where having followed 
it clofe under vigilant eyes till about two hours before 
fuppcr, they are by fudden alarm or watch-word, to 
be called out to their military motions, under fky or 
covert, according to the feafon, as was the Roman 
wont ; firft on foot, then as their age permits on horfe- 
back, to all the art of cavalry ; that having in fport 
but with much exadlnefs, and daily mufter, ferved out 
the rudiments of their foldierihip in all the fkill of emf 
battelling, marching> encamping, fortifying* befieging 
and battering, with all the helps of antient and modern 
ftratagems, Tafticks, and warlike maxims^ they may 
as it were out of a long war come forth renowned and 
perfeft conmianders in the fervice of their country. 
They would not then, if they were trulled with fair 
and hopeful armies, fufFer them for want of juft and 
wife difcipline to fhed away from about them like iick 
feathers> though they be never fo pft fupplied : they 

would 
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wotdd not fuffer their empty and unrecruitible coloneU 
of twenty men in a company, to quaff out, or convey 
into fecret hoards, the wages of a delufive lift and a 
miferable remnant: yet in the mean while to be over- 
maftered with a fcore or two of drunkards, the only 
foldiery left about them, or elfe to comply with all ra- 
pines and violences. No certainly, if they knew ought 
of that knowledge that belongs to good men or good 
governors, they would not fuilcr thefe things. But to 
return to our own inftitute, befides thefe conftant exer- 
cifes at home, there is another opportunity of gaining 
experience to be won from pleafure itfelf abroad. In 
tiiofe vernal feafons of the year, when the air is calm 
and plcafent, it were an injury and fullennefs againft 
nature not to go out, and fee her riches, and partake 
in her rejoicing with heaven and earth. I fhould not 
therefore be a perfuader to them of iludying mucli 
then, after two or three years that they have well laid" 
their grounds, but to ride out in companies with pru-- 
dent and ftaid guides, to all the quarters of the land ;• 
learning and obferving all places of ftrength, all com- 
modities of building and of foil, for towns and tillage^ 
harbours and ports for trade : fometimes taking fea a«^ 
far as to our navy, to learn there alfo what they cam 
in the pradical knowledge of failing and of fea-fight^ 
Thefe ways would try all their peculiar gifts of na-. 
ture ; and if there were any fecret excellence among* 
them, would fetch it out, and give it fair opportuni- 
ties to advance itfelf by, which could not but mightily, 
redound to the good of this nation, and bring into fa-: 
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Ihion again thofc old admired virtues and excellencies, 
with far more advanuge now in this purity of Chrif- 
tian knowledge. Nor fliall we then need the Mon- 
fieurs of Paris to take our hopeful youth into their 
flight and prodigal cudodies^ and fend them over 
back again transformed into mimics, apes, and kick- 
fhaws. But if they defire to fee other countries at 
three or four-and-twenty years of age, not to learn 
principles, but to enlarge experience and make wife 
obfervation, they will by that time be fuch as fball de- 
ferve the regard and honour of all men where they 
pafs, and the fociety and friendfhip of thofe in aU 
places who are beft and moft eminent : and perhaps 
then other nations will be glad to vifit us for their 
breeding, or clfe to imitate us in their own conn- 

Now laftly for their diet there cannot be much to 
fay, fave only that it would be beft in the fame houfe; 
for much time elfe would be loft abroad, and many 
ill habits got ; and that it ihould be plain, health- 
ful, and moderate, I fuppofe is out of controverfy. 
Thus, Mr. Hartlib, you have a general view in 
writing, as your-defire was, of that which at feveral 
times I had difcourfed with you concerning the beft 
and noble ft way of education ; not beginning as fomc 
have done from the cradle, which yet might be worth 
many confiderations, if brevity had not been my 
fcope: many other circumftances alfo I could have 
mentioned, but this, to fuch as have the worth in 
them to make trial, for light and diredUon may be 

enough. 
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enough. Only I believe, that this is not a bow for 
every man to (hoot in that counts himfelf a teacher; 
but will require finews almofl equal to thofe which 
Homer gave Ulyffes ; yet I am withal perfuaded that 
it may prove much more eafy in the eflay, than it 
now feems at a diflance, and much more illuftrious ; 
howbeit not more difficult than I imagine, and that 
imagination prefents me with nodiing but very happy 
and very poffible according to beft wiflies ; if God 
have fo decreed, and this age have fpirit and capacity 
enough to apprehend* 
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